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ABRAHAM, GOD'S PIOKEER.

410w the Lord had seid unto Abran, set tnee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, end from thy father's nouse,
unto & 1lend thet I will ghew thee;' Genecis 12:1.

Abrshcm was 2 nrgacher oF rignteousness. Jogephas
goys he Wae persecuted in his own lznd for the purity of his
religion. Who can tell wnet the world owes to men 1llke nim?
The Prophet Teaish says, "How pesutiful upon the mountalns
sre the feet.of nim thet bringeth good 1t141ngs, tnet publisheth
neace, thal bringeth good tidings of good, thet publisheth
splvation; that ssith unto Zion; Thy God relgnetin.®

peul szys he went out not kpowing whither ne went.
Perhaps he did not wnow the exasct locatlon of tne lend he
wae going to. But nhe knew who wae lesding him. He knew why
ne wes going. He knew what he was 1ooking‘for.

gome Wit sald Jolumbus was & Democrat. When he gtorted
out ne did not know where he was going, when he got there he
d4i& not where he was, wWhel he got beck ne did net know where
he ned been, snc e aid it =11 on borrowed money. Do not tell
this joke where +here sre Republlcels to hesr 1T, They Like %t
too well. |

Colugbusg eaid the world le round; it 1s. He thought
the nearest Way to “Indis wes to ssll wegt: e was wrong.
4 new world lay between him snd Indla. But he rade & path
perose the sea to this new world. What he Tound wes fal’ greater
then whet ne wag looking for .How often this heppens Vo men with
??%%@rtﬂe elways finds far wore than ne was

s great vislon and

looking for.
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311 thet Abrsheom locked being a Democrst was the )D
porrowed money. IT he borrowed any, notihing is pzid about it.
Bat he knew whet he was looking Zor. He knew what the Wofl&
needed wmore thnen anything else, & pure and noly religion. To

find thnis he wss reesdy to lesve Thne worid tnst He kKnew. But thne
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Zod he learned to know -wWess ©

n

I grester thsn ne ned ﬂreameﬁf
Greet &g was nis vielon, tae trutn ne becsme sequeinted with
wes fer grester,

Abrensn wes no iconoclsst., 1T he smesghed & psgan eltar,
he srected one to Jenoveh 1n 1ts place. Some neople thlnk ell
they need to 6o to meke this world better ls to go torough life
smeshing imeges and s2lters they do net like. If they see & tree

bearing fruilt that does not guls their tsete, tney chop 1t down.
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But they plent no good tree int ifts plece. If they see &n slter
to o deity tney do not believe in, they Tear iv down. But tney
do not erectrs nely zltsr in ite plsce. II tney see & Temple to
Liana, they tesr it down. But tney builld no Temples To Uariss,
In our dsy wne snortest rosd to popularity is to be
sgelnet some one or sowme cruse, We do not vote ror great men

for office; we vole agsingt tne wen we do not like. If & men

1s ggeinst sowetning we do not like, we do not ask whet ne stands

for. liost of tne polititvins or cur day sre efresld to sgy wnat
tney stand Ior. But they shout very loudly wost tinsy are sgeinst.
Tf £ men endorses some nrogressive idez he le sure to De cellea
upon to exnlein wny. But ne ¢an snout als ODjBCLlOﬂ To soume

unvopular men or cause till he is hosrse, snd he will never

be ssked way. Wust we need in politics is & poeitive ceampsign.
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Abrehen stood for someluing, eometiing very grest and
2004, He steked nls o1l on one grest truth; tast trutn wae God.

"He looked for s ciiy which neth foundetions, whoge builder and

) - . . s o o
makegis hoa." No men ever gtoked nis s1l1 on God and lost.

: slender,
In AbraRam's dey tne means of life wers s’ % .er, primitive

end nerd. Abransm's tent did not neve running weter, it hsd no
beth room or tollet, it did not nsve eir conﬁitioniﬁg er sgbteam’
neet. ie ned no telepnone, radio, or television set. He did not
neve & newgpsper toarown on hls porcen before he got up in the
morning. He ned no rerrigerstion for hls food or ges to cook it
witn. He ned no eleetric lignts to read by at night.

AT Tne Hermitege near Nsehville tney heve the old
cerriage that Andrew Jsckeon rode to Wasnington in waen he wes
Insugursted ?resident. It Took nim twenty-elght dayes in the
desd of vinter. I some oI tne politiciané of our dey had to
meke B tri@ like thst &t his age,-tney wrobaply would not live
to get there.

Butr & men wino lives golely for the mesns Qf 1ife hes
missed living. A men weeg boasting of the insursnce he had for
hig wife when he died. "Tngt i1g & lot of dough' , sald his
friend, end ne gpelled out the letters on paper, "D-0-U-G-n",
and ceslled tne letters over. "The Diis for the doctor; ne
will get hls. U ile for the undertsker; e willl get nils. H 1=
for thne nosplitel; they will get tneirs. @ is ror tne grave-digger;
ne will get nis. !t

TBut you left out the OF szid the bosster. "What dnes
thet stana fore®

"Tnet ls wnet your wife will get ra£$er $ne:n§ﬁars get

theivs," anewered: the Irlend.
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The O in dough.is winst the man gets wnd lives édlaly
for the mesans of life. But the men who lives for The endsg oF
life has truly lived.

The ends of life in Abrahem's ﬁay were as wonderful,
28 inspiring, as full oi hope and promise zs they sre todey.
Thne first men who ever lived on thils eartn nad gs much 1o live
tor ag sny msn living todey. Whst were the ends oI life in
Abrsnem's dey? Te buiid a civligstsion i . on righteous laws.
The civilizetions of the CUneldees and Egypt had alfea&y besun.
Why did they éscay gso guickly? Thelr tools end geclence were
ae good as Abrenem's. But their laws and religion were rotten
end unjust. Tneyv had the tools to build = éreat.civilization;
But tnevy lscked the one thlng to meke 1% laét.

A voung men seid ne preferred sclence to religion
becauge in sclence he éoula be sure- of wiat he was golng
sfter, No scientist has ever been sure of what ne was going
after. Yoet scilentists neve found the Truth exsctly as
Abransm found it . Every man who has looked beyondé the horizen
of hig day, whethner in science, medicine, or religion, has
gteked hie 211 on some great truth, That truth, whsn nhe Touna
it, nag slweys been fer grester thnan he dreamed.

Wnat 414 Abrsham glve to civligation? He gsve 1t &
pure snd noly religion out of whniech grew Just laws. He gave
it the one thing that msde 1t last. Without these just laws
clvilization would be as fregile snd transclent ag The
eivilizations o1 itne Cneldees ana Sovpt. He left the world the
truth that produced the Bible; tne Bible pointéd the way to

nrist ané the Onristlan religion. A civilzetion besed on this

foundstion will sendure.




