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*For God hath not appéinted ug to wrath, sut to obtaln
salvation by our lord Jesus Christ, Who dle@ for us, that,
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him."

_ I Thessalonians 5:98-10

I Thaésalanians 1s belleved to e the oldeat ook of
the New Testament. Mo doubt many letters were written before
this one, but were lost. It would have been tragle if this
ene had been lost too. The letter is from Paul, Sllvanus
and Tiﬁsthy; It 1s thought that Silvanus wes $ilaw, who
had feeed many a riét with'Paulfogfgf Timothy was greatly
loved in Theesaloniea. He had brought Psul a report of the
ehurch, whieh prowably e¢aused the letter to be written.

There were biskerings and strife where there should have been
love and understanding.

The esarly Chrigtians had a seeret sign by whleh they
knew eash other. If a man was a Christian he drew the out-
line of a fish with his staff on the ground. If was neecessary
for them to have gome secret pass word or sign to ldentify
friends in a world that was se unfreindly to their way of 1life.

X firat eentury writer tells us of another mark by '
whieh they were known, whieh was not seeret. "They are not
digtinguished by ecountry, language or eustome from other men---
They are in the flesh, Wut 1ive not after the flesh; their
1ife' is spent on earth, wut theilr eitizenship is in heaven,
They love all men, and are persecuted by all. They ere lgnored
and condemned; put to death---and made alive! They are dis-
honored and in their dishonor glorlfied.rfhey are reviled--
and they bless others; they are outraged--and they honor
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men. Doing good, they are punished as evildoers; when F Y
punished, they rejoiee."
How this puts to shame mueh of the Christian living
we know today. How many of us Jove all men¥® 'Hoﬁ many today
have their citigenship in heaven? How many bless others
when they are outraged? When we -do good we are not punished
as evil doers; we are praised and honored for it. Yet how
glow we are to do good. We have so many of the good thinge
of 1ife, but it glves us such pain to divided with those whe
do not.
surely it took more courage énd‘graee to live such a

1ife in s pagan world than it does in the world we live in.
I+ takes courage of the highest kind for a man to live above
the standards of his time. These Christians must have had 1t.

| We know from Paul's letters that meny of the Christlans
of hig day 41d not live up te this high gtandard. It 1s not
gurprising that some broke under the strain of pagan opposition
and example. Is 1t any wonder they longed for His second eoming®
It 18 eertaln they expeeted His seeond eoming in the first
generation of Chrlstians, o &oubt,thié hope gave wings to
the first preaching of the gospel. To them th? Kingdom of
God meant the physieal presence of Jesus of N%zareth. Deay
after day they expected Him. They spesulated pn the 1mpaet f’g'

of His appearance in & pagan world. But He diﬂ not come.
Many thought they would live to gee Him eeming in the nleuds
in glory, and thereby would obtain. 1mmarta11t%. But ag some
of their own age degan to drop off they beeaqg despondent.
Po many this hope of the sseond eoming Fas an eseape

from the erose. They thought His eoming wauld!solve all the




eonmplex problems of the race. Why worry akout the lame, the ‘%@?
elek, the blind? They would all sobn be healed. Why take
thought for any temporal wante? He would soon supply them
with sbundance. Hls second eomling would give his falthful ones
dominion over all their foes. Their hope was very mueh like the
Jew's hope of ﬁis first eoming. In the Messlah the Jews were
looking for a great earthly King who would restore the power
of Isarael in the world. We know they were dissppointed in thelr
hope of earthly riehes and glory. They were offended when He
eame to them poor¥r than the foxes of the £121d and the birds
of the air. We know the firet Christians were dissppointed in
their hope %f His speedy return. The winning of the world te
Christ was %ot 8o easy or speedy as they expeeted.

Ir th? expeetatioh of the seeond eoming of Christ is only
an eseape £%om the‘eross, 1t will gpurely we a disappointment.
¥o mean know; the day of His eoming. Relther do we know the
man?er of HFB eoming. No man isg wise enough té say how God
will finlsh His work on earth. But we do know that He will
finish it 1? a far more glorious and holy way than any we
had 1magine%. His peeond eoming will suprpass all the expeetatlons
of manh in s%lender and magnitude. It could ke as different
from what w% are expeeting as the first eoming wae from what
the Jews exéeeted.

1God %ath not appointed us te wrath.® He has better
things for %hese who love Him, His eomlingrwill be a great
day for all, the falthful.

#The fay of the lLord ecometh as a thief in the night.

What would you want the Lord to find youdoing if Ne
same today?| Would it be good if He found us on our knees in

prayvexr?




