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- CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP.

tgod loveth a cheerful giver." II Ceorinthlans &u7?.

Paul was taking an offering to relieve human dlgtress.
There is no holier giving than giving te & persen in need.
This kipgd of giving is as old as the offering to @$od. Both
kinds of giving are as old as eivilizatienzitselfQ

Before we can seeure exemption for money given to
charity we must give it through an organizgtiom. The reasom
15 obvious. If the Government allowed exemptlom for private
glving, there would be a lot of fraud in giving. But much of
the best type of giving is st1ll private. Even though people
do not get exemption for such giging, there is still a lot of
money glven in that way. We know some persen in need, and we
do not want them to have the humiliatiom of taking publie
charity, s® we relieve thelr wanis ourselv¥es.

The chureh frequently picks out membere er persons
well known and gives them ald to save them the humiliatiom
of golng te public charity for ald., If this 1s not carried
to the extireme the Government genér&lly allows exemption for
such giving. This is not much different to private giving,

except that churches, in most cases,would not allow a fraud

~ to pase as a gift.

Public charity must of necessity be cold and formal.
If public oharities_started being warmhearted and sympathétie
to every tale of woe they wéuld never get to the deservlng ches.
The most deserving ones are usuallj the last to ask for help.
Anyone who has ever tried to dlspense publle cherity learns
very early that the least deserving are always the loudest in
their cleims for charity. | '
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Paul!s charity was somewhat llke the private giwing
of the church today. In his day there was no pubile eharity.'
People who were desperate begged om the streets. Paul picked
out thoee people he knew and helpéd them, so they would not
have to go on the streets begglng or starye k

Although private giving has a warm and frieddlyttoush
often lacking in public charity, 1t is not always the wigest
giving. Some would rather not have money glven to them. Some
of the giving today reminds one of the two boy scouts who
went to the banguet without doing their gocd deed. The Beout
Master told them they would have to go out and do thelr good
deed before they could come in. They were gone only a few
minutes. When the Scout Msster asked them what they had &one,
they sald, "We heiped an old lady across the street." "And
why did it take both of you to help her across?" asked the
geout Master. "ghe didn't want to go," they replied. We are
étill takiné people where they do not want to go to help them.

One of the best ways to help peoplelwho are in need
1s to help them to help themselves. Bome of the finest charity
ever given was glven to help some boy sor girl get an educatiom.
Thig 18 not omly fine charity, but a good investment. It often
pays the highest dividends of sny we make, If we can restore
a person's health, renew lost hbpe or revive lost ambitliom
and set them on the road to an independent career, We have
aecompiiehed far more than cam ever be accomplished by & bread
line or a soup kitchen. But when ﬁeople are hungry there ls

gome times no way to help them but a bread line or a soup

kltchem: It ls better thani letting them starve.
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'In Mexlco the Roman Catholic churah has encouraged rich
people to bulld beautiful churches with thelr gifis. Thie
Mexico has beebmé;land of beaufiful cathedrals and chappels
of worship. But look at Mexico's boys and girls! In America
the ploneers worshipped @od 1n log houses with dirt floors
111 they could do better. But we took a lot better care of
ocur boys and glrls than Mexico did. They invested thelr money
in brick and stone; we linvested ouré in immortal spirite.

Ours will outlast theirs millions of years!

K iady who was a grest admirer of Mark Twain once had
the pleasure of shaking hands with the great suthor. ghe took
his hand and kissed it almost rewerently and sald, "Mr.

Clemens, the Lord surely must love you." Mark Twaln answered,

°I hope so." When the lady had passed on, he sald to some one
gtanding by, "I guees she has not heard of our strained relation-
ship." I suppose Mr.Clemens thought of some of the bad things

he had done and wondered how the lord could love him.

Sﬁrely God mugt have loved the American people. He has
been very good to us. But when we think how we have uged the
riches He gave us, we wonder, like Mark Twain, how He could do
it. If we had given the Lord one tenth of our 1ﬁcome in ﬁhe
days of our pesce and prosperity we would not now be paying
one third of to the tax collecter. We could have relieved
the terrible hunger and 4lstress 1in less favored parts of the
world with one tenth of what the last twowigz cost us, Had
we done this 1t 1s almost certain the wars would have been
prvented.

A man wae taklng his son through the natlions caplteal
eity. He took him te many places of interest and the boy
shéwed a keen interest. Filnally they cane to the Senate Chanmber.
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A men came in elerical garb and the boy asked who he was. :
The father sald,"That i1s the Ghaplain of the Senate."
"Does he pray for the Senate?' asked the boy. "No, he looks
ét the Senate, then prays for the country,® answered-the
father., When we take & look at what use we have made of the
riches God gave to America, we feel that some one should pray
for the country.

inatea& of giving our money away we lald i1t up to make
us gecure. We flattered ourselves that we were the most secure
of any people on garth. Qur security of two geas and the fiches
ongﬁi-Knox did not keesp us out of t'o'or the costliest wars in
human history. We still have a lot Ir our monéyflert, but it
does not give us a feeling of securlty. Dr.Peale saye the people
of&Ameriea are so restless and afreid they cannot even take a
nap in church.

Recently a minieter who was getting along in years was
stricken with a malady that threatened the loss of hls lower
limbs. The surgeon was already preparing to amputate both limbs
to save his life. The minlieter asked for é 1ittle time to think
it over. When the surgeon came in the next day he was looking
over a acrsp book with a » thousand messeges of condolence and
preyers for his revovery. He sald, "Doctor, I have a thousand
people preying for me. I have décided to keep my leges." The
aurgeon examined his limbs and decided to wait. He still has
his legs. When he left the hosplital he asked the surgeon for
his bill. He ssid, "If you will get thatt 255 L sople to pray
fer me, your bill 1g peid.®

" Por whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth." 1f God

made the path of ewery good man or womsn a bed of roses life
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would lose some of its best meaning. But every cheerful
giver does have @od's favor. How mény did you ever see
begging? How many 4id you ever see in resl Wantfr |

Christian giving is a mark of a :noble spirlt.
The man who gives grudgingly cannot love his fellow man much.
It 1z ssld the word "dheerful®™ could propefly be translated
"hilarious". We could as well szy, "8od loves a hilarious
gliver." A hilarious glver 1s one who has a grand time giving
his money away. He will give t11l he has nothing left, them
shout over his empty pocketbook. He can even go to sleep in
churdh .

John: Bunyanr says:

"There was & man

'The nelghbors thought him med,

The more he c¢ast away

The more he had.®

The hilarious giver has such a grand time giving hie
money away the nelghbors think he 1ls crazy.

One of therslgns on the hilghway resads:

"We made grandpe look so trim

The loosl draff i ei: after him."

Thie 18 slight exageratlon, although good advertising.
Even with a‘smobth shave most grandpa's would not have much
trouble getting by the local draft board. But there is one
sure way to keep young till you are past three secore years
and ten. There is one sure way to keep the wrinkles from
gearring your face 111 your locks are turned snowy white.

Be & hilsrious giver. Did you ever see one with a long face?

Did you ever see one with a gloomy contenance?v
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Do you know that people who haard‘all they make or
gpend 1t 21l on themselves are the ones who get so tired of
1lving they kill themselves? Did you ever hear of a cheerfﬁﬂ
giver being tired of living? You never will, He l1s having
such a grend time giving hls money away he ¢an hardly whit
for the sum te rise on another day.

Do you know the happlest and sunnlest 1life ever lived
on this earth? He was born with the sentence of death on Him,
Was He downhearted and gloomy? Did He drag His feet along the
the way of 1life? His friends found His fgce like the sum on
a cold dark day in winter. His enemies sald He was a wine
bibber and a gluttom, He was so happy they could not atsnd

Him, The reason 1s that He gave so0 lavishly.




