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DIVINE HEALING.

"Waetner he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing

I know, tnat, whereas I was blind, now T see. " Jonn 9:25.

Jonn devotes a wnole cunapbter to tne story of healling
this poor blind man. It is as if tne great writer fnsa turned
& mirror back on tne days of our'Lord and caught a chapter
rignt out of the lite or Jesus Carlst. Tne characters are so
vivid one can almost hear them speak and sees the smlles ol hope
and tne frowns of fear and natred on tnelir faces. There are flve
distinet types of character shown, all so clearly snown one
feels like they could be called by name. Tne bltter stony un-
belief of tne Pharisees, backed by unylelding prejudice; tne
open enquiring mind of tne discliples, ready vUo accept the truth
backed by evidence; the frigntened hedging parents oi tne blind
men, ready to desert nim 1f nhe was in deep trouble; the divinely
inspired faitn and courage of tne man wno was healed, loyal %o
nis new-found friend to death; the Matchless Lord Jesus, tne
Great Physicisn; each so plainly drawn with a few simple words.
Surely tne men who wrote these simple stories were divinely
ingpired.

Tne disciples tanougnt tnat all suffering wase caused. by
sin. If the sufferer had not sinned, then his parents had.
"Master, waoo did sin, tnis man or his parents, that he was
born blinds" Jeésus answered, "Nelther hath this man ginned,
nor nls parents." All men wno are well and strong snd prosperous
are prone to believe that all the sipk, the lame, tine poor
and nungry are being punished for their sins. Only those who,
like Job, are called to sufferlwnen tney know tney are innocent,

know tnat this is not the ecasuse of suffering. Wny 1 it




T

3¢
that men who are well and prosperous would like to belleve that
all the sick, the lesme, the poor and hungry are bkeing punished
tor tnelr sine? Because it is mucn easler to say and believe
tnat people who suffer sre being punished for tneir sins than
it is to share thelr sufferings or to relieve them. Wihen Jesus
sgid, " Neither heth this man sinned, nor his parents," He put
& different feeling in the hearts of the disciples for the blind
men. If we know thzat people wno are suffering are innocent, we
want to do something for them. Part of the anger oi the Pharlsees
at Jesus for hesling tne blind man, was because He nad exploded
tﬁeir pet excuse for not doing anytning for thne poor people.
Tnese people were great sinners, and any one who tried to hnelp
them was encouraging tnelr sin.

The Pnarisees at first tried to prove that the healing

of the blind man was & fake. Tney called the parents of the
man thnat was healed. "Is tnlas your son, who ye say'was horn
blindt now then dotn ne now seet?' The Irigntened hedging: parents
answered, "We know tnis is our son, and tnat e was born blind:
But by whsaT means he now sseth, we know not: or who hath opened
nig eyes ﬁe know not: ne is or sge; ask him! he snall speak
for nimself." They knew the son had the courage to speak ror
himself, even in a din of lions. But how could tney leavg nim

to stand alone? Had the son been as timid asg hils parenté they

“would have made nimfdeny the miracle. But here they met &

courage they little expected,

This poor man Was born blind. He nad never nad the
blessings of pnysical sight. But ﬁe had an inner egignt tnat
waa far above that of nhis parents or neignbors. He could see
¢clearly the difference betweén good snd evil; they could not.

| .
Tne ablility to see clearly tne difference between right and
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wrong is a glft of God. A ﬁerson whose hand has touched God's
nas & signt not given to men ot thle world. Here ié‘tne maim
difference between tne chtldren or lignt asnd the cnlldren oT
darkness. These foolish ones Were ready to:céndemn all the
matchless goodnessfor'Cnrist'because He nad'nealed a man on
the sabbatn. It never occurred.to tneir @ull sense oI rignt
tnat nealing a men on the sabpath might be a good deed. Waat
a difference beﬁween thelir reasoniﬁg and his. "What sayest thou
of nim; that ne hatn opened tnine eyes? " He sald, “Hé is a %
propnet. !

The bold‘answerlto the foollsh charge that Jesus was 8
glnner is one of the claséic déclarations of faitn. "L was n¢1na
now I see." Tney could.turn nim out 01 the synagogue, tney could |
degfaderhim, they could scorn and despise-nim; but they could not
turn nim agalnst the only friend who had ever done nim a kindness.
Tnis 1ls wne Xind or gractitude tnat proves man 1s kin.toVGod.

This is tne kind of witnessing that has stopped the
mouths gr skepties snd inridels. Tnis is thne testimony o1 tne

saints of all sges. Tnis is what the Lord 4dld for ne. "Come,

all you tn?t_pass this way, and I will declare what the Lord

hath done for my soul." I was a great sinner; now I am happ¥y

end free. # once groaned under tne load of sin; now I can seing

for Joy. I was lame; now I can leap and run. I was in cruel
bondage; nbw Fy cnains are. broken. There is-no argumenz or
logice tor tneipower of Cnrist as strong as a soul:. saved rrom
deatn. | |

_ﬂﬂny herein is é narvellous thing, fnat ve know not from

whence ne is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes." How can a man

open.the eyes of the blind if ne 1s not sent From God? If a



man has power with God he must be a good man. Why would God,.f"{a
who knows the hearts ol all men perfectly, put such power

in the hande of men and women of corrupt moralst In the ethics
of modern fzith healing why has so little been sald about the
morsl charscter or men and women practicing the art? Perhaps

one reason is, tinat tne moral charscter ol many oI the Hfeith
nealers® or our day would not bsar too cldsé inspection.

Many of the "fsith healers! of éur dsy show very little
respect for medlcal sciencé or knowledge. We knoﬁ that doectors
do hesl tnousands of sick people. Doctors today make the blind
see, the deaf hear, tane lame walk. Tney do not do thls in a few
1solated cases; they heal men by the milllons. Is not thls the
glft of God? Is not our knowledge of medicine a gift of God?
It is sometning the world did not have wnen [Christ was nere.

For one to reject this great and mercirul blessing is as wlind

as tane Prosiisees wno rejecied His nealing. One wno rejects tiiese
aivine piessings 18 &s gullly of rejecilng e gliv 0L Gou

as one wuo rejects isiiu. Some fanatics in our day chave

rallowed their ehildren uo die wnen a aocuor could naye savea Lueh.
Tney neve been encowraged to do Tuls oy, so cattieu “felth beaiers",
ana by Tuelr pastors.. Surely cuere is no Justification for this
in vue simple Bible story of healing.

Modern "tresitn neslers" oiten snow very little respect
for doctor's orders. They go in amd create excitement and |
loud noise wnere tnere snould be only queit and rest. Way is
it necessary io gisturbk a persen wno is dangerously 1ll To pray
for nim® Wnen people are very 1ll tne least excitement can be
retal. Good doctors belleve in prayer and welcome the prayers
of good meﬁ and women, But tney do not approve of tne nolsy

renatical pravers areund people wno are dangerously 111.



Some nave Claimed isr more Ior divine ueallng vuen Tue
_Bﬂbie tescnes. 1i all Rlliness could pe nesled vy praver, wWuy
sioula ény one ever Gle® 1. any oie ever uad power over ilisie
ama wwabih Tae LOPu Jesus 4lda, Bue He slloweuw nimkseli o aleld
Wny 1s 1u phat moderm falth wealess alwWways lay uwue
plame Tor wuels I8Lliures on woe sick man or ulsg Tramily?
Wnen tne dlsclples ftailea To neal tuae lunatick‘boy Jesus
did not lay tue blame om Ttne culld or nis fatner. He sald
to Tne @leciples 1t was, " Because ol your unbetier." Thne

latk of fsitn was in tne men trying to do tne healing.
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