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GLEANING AFTER THE REAPERS.

#Let her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach

her not." Ruth 2:15.

014 Deesth had dealt a cruel blow to Naomi and Ruth.
A famine had driven Elimelech and Naomi into &ngtrange land.
Then death had struck Elimelech fiown in the very prime of life.

But young love does not stop for famlne, war or death. Naoml's

' two sons found women in Moab that they loved. Thenvwhen they

had barely tasted the sweetest of life both were struck down.
In those days plagues freguently killed thé young-and beautiful
as well as the old and wrinkled. It was only natural that
Nesomi would want to go back to her people 1n her bltter
bereavement . She had nnthings'to give %o hér two daughters
in lew. She commended then to.their own people and'hoped
they would find homes for themselves in Moab. She kissed
them and told them good by. But Ruthwwould not leave her.

Tn all literature there ls not a more beautiful
story of friendship thati the story of Naoml and Ruth. There
1s hardly = more strained relationghip in life than that df
mother in lew sznd daughter in 1aw.5Two women sre in love with

the same man snd must share him between them. The mother knows

‘the boy's héppiness is bound up in the younger women. If she

is sensible, she knows that he must love his wife desrly if
they are to be nappy. But the selfishness in her heart cries
out against it. How many otherwlse happy lives nave been

wrecked because a mother thinks no OfRer woman can taske her

placs.
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The untimely death of the son and nusband may nave
drawn tie two women more closely together. But a sorrow like,
that could not have knit two nearts together in gucn a pinding
frisndship 1t ooth women had not beén far abéve the average
in nobility of character.

Tne influence of Naoml's religion cannot be left out

of this story. Ruth was born in Moab. and'brought up under tﬂe
ploody 1icentious worship of Baal. It did not take a sengible
girl long to gsee the advantages to a woman under Jenovan's
wings. Part of ner love for Naoml sprang from deep gratitude
for leadling her 1ntc a better way.

#And Ruth sald, Intreat. me not %o leave thee, or to

_ whither
return from following thee; for w V.:: thou goest, I will
go: énd winere thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy peéple gshall
be my people, and thy-God my God: Wnere thou dlest will I
die, and there will I pe buried: the Lord do ao %o me, and
.more also, if Adught but death part thee and me.'

It is one of %the most beautiful declarations of love
end fidellty in e1l hWman speegh. It gushed right out of the
goodness of a young girl's nearf. It was not Just empiy words.
She lived tnls beautiful vow to the end.

They reached Bethlenem in tne middle of the barley
narvest. As they had no food fthe only hope of living was :
to glean after tne reapers under the blazing na vest sum.

It was work the older woman could not do. Ruth gladly gleaned.
for vuem poth. Sae was not seeking romance. éﬁe was trying
in the only way open to her to gather food for herself and

the woman she loved. Bae found Bogz's field by accident.



When Boagz
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sew thls beautiful young woman among the

the respers tne change of scenery was not displeasing. A

beasutiful young woman addes to almost any scene.

#Tn Begrlet towne where I was borne

There was

g fair meid dwellin!

Made every youth cry Well-a-way.

Her name was Barbara Allen.,t

#A rag and a bone and a hank of halr® call loudly to

a man,'espéeially

curls on ner templ

1f ghe has ruby lips, dimples in ner chesks,

les or laughing roguish eyes. But Boasz was

s sensible man. He knew that tne:most enduring female charms

come from the heart. How many men fall in love with a beautiful

face or s graceful

deeper and more et

hed taken note of
words:

"If hathi

done unto thy mot:

gnd how tiou hagt

land of thy natlv:

| form without taking time to find 1T the
during qualities are there too. That Boaz

the woman's finer self 1s shown by hlg own

Fully been shewed me, all that thou hast

her in law since thne desth of thine hushand:
left tay fatoer and thy mother, and the

1ity, and art come unto a people which thon

knewest not heretofore. Tne Lord recompense thy work, and a

full reward be given thee, of the Lord Ged of Israel, under

whose wings thou art come to trust.®

Be good,

sweet mald, and let who can-be clever:

Do lovely things, not dream them,gail dsy longey

Ané so make Life, Death, and that vast forever

One grend sweet song." Charles Kingsley.

It was the nobie things that Ruth did, and not mere

physical beauty, thaet made her‘tne queen ghe was. IT was the

kindness sne showed her mother 1in law tnat won her so many




friends in a strange land. The women of Bethlehem sald she ?ﬁéb
was "better thnanh seven sonsg!. That wes high praise for a woman
in any dsy, but it meant far more tﬁen.

Boaz's tender care for the safety of tnis friendless
young woman lg a bright chapier on the brutal pzges of his
time. It snows the softening and reflining inrluences of tine
religliom of Jehovah. Every men is a Knlght or a wolf. His
responce to a beautiful young woman shows wnich he 1s, If
he is a Knight, he takes off his hat. If he 1s a wolf, he
whistles.

One ot O.Henry's chesracters is called Piggy. iis
business was to steal the virtue of underpaid shop glrls.
Pigegy could look at & woman and tell 1f sne was hungry. |
The autnor suggeshs that tne.name was a slander on swlne.

Ruth wse friendless, helpless and hungry. But Boaz would
not take adventagecof her poverty to exploit ner. How many
men in our enlignhtened age could have peen trusted so far?

iy dsughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, tnat
it may be well witn thee?" Naoml wanted to dorsomething
fine for the girl she loved. She wanted to getl lier a nome
where she would be loved and honored as queen. But 1t 1s
not herd to gee that she had & zest for tne game. A woman
never gets too old to go on & men hunt if she has a beautiful
young woman for balt.

Boaz was already in love with Huth, But he nad such
an sdvantage over her and she wWas so young, She might want a
younger man than he. It would ve nard for her to refuse nim
if ne ssked her to marry him. He was such a refined gentleman
he had to bé nudged a little to get nim to propose. Naoml knew

how to do tne nudging.
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Customs and fashlons chsnge in love as in maﬁners
and clothes. But a woman's weapons are the same 1n all
ages and in gll classes of soclety.

"For tne Colonel's Lady and Judy O!'Grady

Are sisters under their ckins.”

To win the man she wants the woman makesg herself just
as attractive and irresistible as she can. Wlth tihe ald of
dress, jeweis end pertfume, says, "Here I am." And woe to
the fiddle-fonted bacnelor who tries to get awsy. He hardly

ever nmakes ib.




