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LIVING BREAD,
AT am the bread of life." John 6:48,

He taught us to pray, "Give us this day our dalily bread.t
He recognized the need of food as one or the vital problems of
men. It was one of the first serious problems that man faced
on this earth. He early learned, with ﬁany 2 hard snd bitter
lesson, that 1f he dig?%rovide food for himself ne mignt starve
in s very short time. He learned that storms, fioods, drought
and fire could destroy his source of supply in a few hours and
leave him starving. In his early days he often had to 1eéve one
lgnd and travel to another one far asway to find food.

Here on tne North Americen continent nan found the
most abundant food supply ever provided by naturé. The
plomneers of America seldom went hungry long if they had &
good rifle and some ammunition. Such is not the éase in many
lands. Teddy Roosevelt and hig son and party almost starved
in the Amozon valley, 1n the richest part of South America,
although they were well srmed and were experi hunters. Here
in Nortn America the pioneers found food so plentirul they
élaughtered it wastefully. It is douptful 1f there ever was a
more shemetul and useless waste or 1life than the slaughter of
of the American bison. Yet before the last bison: was glain
our western plalns werercovered with vast herds of cattle,
flocks of sheep end droves of wild horses. Our land is so
friendly to 1life that a new source sprang up as soon as'the
first was destroyed. Food 1s still our main problem, not for
its scarcity, but for the surplusses. Was tnere ever a land so

bleegsed as ours?




3

With the abundance of breasd in our blessed land there are
gtill many who sre hungry. The warehouses are full of grain
thst cannot be sold, the packing houses are full oI mes:, the
storage bins aere full of butter., Yet there are atill hungry
people. Tne fallure is in our system of distribution; it 1s
not for lack of food that they go hungry. We have not yet found
a way for the abundance to reach the man 1in need,

When George Rogers Clark was a Jyoung man he won one of
the richest sections of the nation with his-own sword and
presented it to his country. Wnen ne was amr old man snd no longer
able to work he was without money or food. In his hour of extirem-
1ty the state of Virginia presented him with a very find sword
as a reward for his valor. He broke the sword in anger and said;
"ynen Virginia needed a sword I gave her one. Now I need bread."

our old age pensions asnd unemployment insurance have
provided food for many in the iast year, who, without it, might
have gone hungry. Not only have tn;ﬁgéﬁ been fed, but our own
economy has been sustained. Had it not been for these two sources
of income we could easily be facing snother '20. Our President
acknowledged this fact in nis recent meseage to Congress. He
recomended a cut in the military budget, a cﬁt in foriegn ald,

a cut in departmental expenses, bub he recomended thnat old
age pensions and unemployment insurance be inereased.

The Lord had just fed five thousand with a few loaves and
two fishes. After tnis mirscle He could not hide from the
multitudes. No matter wnere He went they followed Him, He
sald, "Ye seek me, not because of the miraclesg, but becguse
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ye did eay or the loaves end were ¥illel. They wanted Him

to do this again and again. Tney ftaougnt they had found a

gsource of bresd without labor. This is what men 1n all ages
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have sought. If they had found 1%, they would have brought ruin
on the race. Jesus knew this wae not the thner's way. Had He
provided them food without labor, they would have ceased all
useful toll and taken Hig favore wilth no more gratitude than
swine eating acoerns under a tree.

Here in Amerieé where the supply of food 1s so abundant
men are working just ag hard as they are in lands where most of
a man'g lsbor is to provide food Tfor the day. Here we spend a
lot more time keeping up the payments on the car, the tele- |
vision gset, the fadio end the refrigerator than we do to provide
food. Had man found an easy way to a source of food the abundant
life we now know never would have been.

WYour fatners ate manna in the wilderness, and they died."
The marvelous thing about the bread of life ls, that those who
eat do not die. We *2ll want to live forever. If we eat thais
bread we will. "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat
_the flesh of the Son of men and drink his blood, ye have no
life in you." |

The Roman church teaches that the wine and the bread
are actually changed into tne blood and flesh of the Lord in
the holy Sacrement. Many devouﬁ Catholics believe tnis. Thelr
falth may make the sacrement more sacred to them. But surely
1ntelligént people do not need to be told a fable to.make the
sacrement sacred. For the wine to become blood and the bread
flesh a physical and chemical change would have to take place
that could easily be detected in the labratory.' A few drops 6f
blood on a garment leaves = trace tnat can be so positively

identiflied tnag cpiminels have been convicted on such. evidence.

Any labratory test of the bread and wine after the priest has
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blessed it shows 1t is still bfead and wine. It is like Galileo
recanting on the fact thst the planet Jupiter has moons. After
he was forced to say they are not there, he murmurred under his
breath, "They are sill there.!" It is stili bread and wine even
if ten thousand priesta and the Pope swear it is flesh and blood.

Symb&lically the bresd and wine ls the flesh and blood
of the Lord. It 1s faith in Him that glves life to the soul.

We do not need to think it 1ls the actual flesh and blood of the
Lord when we recelve these slmple elements. The most falthful
follower of the Lord did not aptually eat His flesh and drink

His blood while He was living ér after His death. They knew what
He meant when He told them tnig would_make them live forever.

Tnéy understood Him when He sald, "He who eats my flesh end drinks:
my blood nas €& ernal life. Whe# He sald, "Will ye also go away?!
Peter answered, "Lord, to wnomisnall we go?" If we do not find
life here, where will we find %t?

MHow can this man glve éa his flesh to eat?" Here was
materieli=zm. in the raw. These ﬁen knew no food except material
bread ani flesh. They knew no Tife ecept the life of an animal.
They relected all thought of 1life tnat is sutained by the
spirit. Is not the Roman church bowing to meteriallsm when they
tell the devout that the wine and bread ere the actual flesh
end bleod of the Lord? Cannot intelligent men and women decern
bétween the materisl and spiritusl? The life He was talking abbut
is Just as resl as tne materisl 1ife we know. It was a deep
woutd to tne Loxd when they asked this foollsh guestion. He
knew these men had falled to get Hie meaning. The splritual

life ig the déstiny‘of 2ll human life on earﬁh, We cannot fully

live tne‘materiaﬁ till we have tasted the spiritusl
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Spiritual life 1s Just as resl ss materisl life. When one
men telle us something we belleve 1t Jjust ag much as 1f we saw
it with our oﬁn evyes. We do not belle¥e all men with this
same assurance. It is the same materisl life that gives us the
facts Iim each case. The difference is in the splirlt.

I sm telling the following story from memory; I may get
some of the detalls mixedsy When the survey for the Seaboard
Railway from Temps to Mlami wags being made they crossed some
alligator-infested sﬁamps. If I remember cbrrectly tne englineer
was némed Ball. Some one iﬁ the crew had & esmall dog tnat was
the mascot for the whole crew. He found g pig bull slligagor
‘lying in an old lagoon and started oarking at it. The alligator
gave & Tlip with nis tall, knocked tne 1little dog into the water
and started backing away with him in his mouth. Mr.Ball ran in
and hit ﬁhe alligetor across the heaft with a branch of a tree.
The alligator_turne& the dog loose and grebbed Mr.Ball by the
leg, then started backing into deeper water with him, One man
ren up and hit the alligator with a machete, which orcke in
two like it haﬁ”been thrown across & rall road iron. The men
stood Dby wriﬁging their hands in despair as the alligator backed
away 1into de%per water and beat the lasgoon into a froth with hls
lagning tail; Thnen tney saw one of tne Negroes of tne crew leap
over the lashing tail and land on the alligsftor's back. With
his hands he started climbing toward the snimals head. When
he reached it ne Jammed one thumb. in each eye. The alligator
relessed the men's leg and started tor deeper water with the
Negmo on his back. In the mean time Mr.Esll hed falnted fronm
tne terrible pain in his leg, and was sbout to drown. The men
rushed up to help the Negro with the alligstor, but he eried,

"Keten Mr.Ball. I got the 'gebor." Wnen he saw that Mr.Bell
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was safe he Jjumped off thé alligator and ran for lend, while
the alligator went to deeper water., When Mr.Ball hed been
given Tirst ald tne men gethered around tne nero. They told
nim ne ned certeinly saved Mr.Ballts life and that tne act
wag one of the bravest they had ever witnessed. He‘said,
hshucks, it ain't notnin' to tnum' a' gator. That's the only
way to handle fem.!

Would any one c¢laim That suecn a deed as tnls is the
got of two hundred pounds or flesh and blocod? Whet 1s it
tnat makes herces of men and women? What 1ls 1t thnat glves s
woman such devoticn for her babe that she wlll starve nerselfl
tnat it msy have food? It is gpirilt, not flesh.

Do we nhave to see tine bloody foot prints of the heroes
of Vglley Forge to know what these men suitered for our liverty?
Would the heroism of these men be any mmre reel to us if one .
of the bloody foot prints could have been preserved? These
elements are the bloody foot prints of the greatest Hero that
ever died for men. When we take them we know they are symbols,

but what holy symbols they are!




