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LIVING TOGETHER.
"Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly

love; in nonour preferring one anotuer." Homans 12:10.

Tf we nad no more ot the Bible then the Sermom on the
Mount, the twelfth chepter of Romans and the thirteenth
chapter of I Corinthisns we would have enough to meke a
neaven of this old world ii people would Just live 1%.
Dr.George SBtusrt tells a touching story of & mountain woman
called Grandms Hendersom. She had & leaf torn from en old
Bible wlth part of the twenty-talrd Peelm, whioh she read
over and overi Wnen he gave ner & New Testament and Psalms
in large print she walked the puncheon floor of her cadin
end shouted for Joy. How precilous the Bipble would pe 1 we
nad only scraps o:igeft. But now, that we have the whole book,
we let it gether dust on the book shelves.

If people would only put into practice the twelfth
chapfer of Romans it would transform any nelghborhood into
s paradise. Can you vislon a neighborhood where g2ll the buyling
and sgelling is done in a wholly unselfish spirit?® A shrewd
horse trpder hed a boy who could make a horse do slmost
anything the trader wanted it to do. It was the boyls Job
to try out the horse for the customer. One day the Doy canme
up after a new horse had been bridled end saddled. When he
mounted the horse he bent over in the saddle and whigpered,
tAre you buyin',or sellin'?®

A minister found a group of boys in a hot argument

over a ball game. Thinking he might act as peacemaker, he

Easked what the difficulty was. The boys polnted to the
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offender and said, seorniully, '"He wants tour strikes!?
We want four strikes wnen we are at the bat, but thnree, or
less when we are in tne rield.

| We like to sell high and buy chesp. We like good
wages and low prices. The nigh sfandard of living in America
1s pesed on good wages and low prices. It ls doubtfdl if there
ig any other place in the world where & day's labor will buy
go much. Mass production hes tilled our warenouses with
mercnandisge, streamlined distribution has 1owéred the price
of goods, high wesges has given our people a purchasing power
never possessed by the masses on sarth pefore. If any link
in this chsin is broken our standard of . living is bound to
fall.

Selrish i interests would nave us believe.our standard

of living hss gone as high as 1t can go. They say the coat
6f iabor has reacned the point of:diminishing returns. During
the thirties we saw Wages pushed down, down, down, til' a
man's labor would hardly buy bread for his famlly. Dfé it
bring prosperity? Was our standard of 11v;ng sny higner
thaen than 1% is now? Our grain elevators were full of grain,
our packing houges were full of meat, our warehouses were full

0 mercnandise but we had no oustomers. We did see iwne Wages

diminishing
of men pusined down %o the poﬁnt of & ot returns.
S0 long as each raisge 1n pay 1is accompsanied by a
corresponding ralse in production greater than the raise 1in

pay, Wages will never be oo high. The production of a day's
lapor nee ween rising rapldly for the lgat fifty years. in
most industry s day's wages will buy far more production than

1%t would Fifty years zgo. Wnen a dollar spent for wages

produces seversl timee es many goods as tne dollar will buy |
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tne wneela of industry are pound to slow down., Mass production
eslls ror mass buylng power. If the wheels of industry are

to keep rolling our buying power must keep pace with our
tecnnical advance.

Thig is our only answer to Communism. II we allow
wages to be forced down §11l our people cannot buy the
things our factories and farms produce, we are arming the
Gommuniéts with a two-edged sword. Our standaerd of living
1s still too low. It must continue to rise. We stlill nave
too many children without good scnools, tpp many regple
living in slums, too many Who gre underfed.

mighty

We are witnessing a ritat struggle between capltsl
and lsbor. The cutcome of this struggle may determine our
future destiny. It is the days of stress and strain tnat
alwavs mark the stegs of progress in tne race of life. Wuen
we are at ease we are frald to try anything new. It is men
and women who are not afraid to live dangerously who turn
the world upside down.

When nsve We seen nigh wages slow tne wneels oI industry,
as low wages did in tne thlrties? Wé have hafl & few strikes that
slowed down some industrles for short peridds. But tnese nurt
the gtrikers more taan they hurt the publiec, and all were of
ghort duration. The Great Depression lasted almost ténm years
and cos%t this country more than votn world wers put together.

The most often cited example of'wages Leacning the
point of. diminishlng returng ¥s the coal industry. Coal
mining is one o1 the most Eaz ;@ Hg occcupations we nave.

The demp sir snd lack of sunshine makes wrecks o1 strong

healtny bodies. 'Tnere are more widows and orphans among
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' coal miners than any other occuspation. No fair minded person 2
would say tnat the coal miners are being paid too much for

such lgbors as they are regulred to perform. sut vhe price or
coal nas risen $1ll other fuels are driving coal off the market.
Suppose the strong unlons of coal minsrs is broken, and the
men forced to go back infto the pits at vthe old wages. Tiere ls
ne use minéing words. That is what many would like to see. Thig
would bring the cost of cocal down gsome. But if would retsrd the
‘mechanlzation of thne coal industry more. More and more meh would
have to go down into the pits to keep fuel Zor :our hones,
facories and furnaces. We would have Tour gtrikes and the miners
none. |

But suppose the cozl unions hold their gaing, This
will forece forward tﬂé mechahlzaion of the coal indugtry till
coal can compete with other fuels. Tnis will tzke tnousands of
men out of the pits and put them into more healtnful and gsferr
occuspations. Would that be bad? Wnich do we want?® |
- A% the end of the gecond World War it was found tThat

America wae Tifty years zhead of Europe in technology. Why

was thls? It was high wages tnat forced us ﬁo put more and
better machines on the job. At Moufdville, Alsbame there

sre some memmoth plles of dirt that were put tnere by primitive.
man not many centuries ago. It 1s said that thie dirt was put

on these mounds with baskets carried on the nheads of men and
women. One of our giant dirt moving mechines will move more

dlrt than a thousand men and women with baskets oﬁ their heads.
Should the men who oppersted the machime pe pald the sgawme Wages
28 tie man who carrisd dirt‘in a baskef? In Europe they have

contended the increesse in production should go to the man
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wno furnished the macnine. In America we have divided the
inerease witn Lepor. Tnat is way we are fifty years ashead.
Those who are clamoring so loudly for free enterprise

surely have not thought how many sriificiasl brops there are
under our economic structure. Free eﬁterprise would 0all
for aéoliehing every labor orgablzation in talg land. Tnls
would include every bar associatlon, every dental and medical
association, every msnufacturer's aseocaition snd every |
combinsgtion ot skill or capital tnét is for the purpoée or‘
nolding up priced. It would also csll for free trade. If we
are golng to have thnree strikes for one, let us heve three
gtrikes for all. |

" The only large segment qf lebor that is not strongly
organized and protected %gminstfccmpbm1riom;i§“the?férmer.
He e now protected, 1in a measure,.ﬁy price supports vy the
National government. And they are tnrezfening to take thnat
away from him! Then the farmer will have onl# one strike and
the rest four. The farmer was blamed for the nigh cost or
living when he was beilng paid a falr price for nis produce.
Who is to blame now? Tne farmer ig going broks because of
low prices of his produce, and food costs slmost as much gs
it ever did. It it were not for price supports meny a farmer

todey would be facing ruln,



