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PAUL AT EPHESUS. | L"L b

~"And this econtinued by the spaee of two years; so‘that all
they whieh dwelt in Asis heard the word of the Lord Jesue, both
%ggsﬁnd Greeks.? Aets 19:10.

Paul found a amall group of bellevers at Epehsus, but
they were but poorly inetrueted in the way of the Lord. When
he asked them 1f they had reeeived the Holy Ghogt sineé they
believed, they answered, "We have not so much as heard whether
there be any Holy Ghost.® Lsame and halting as their eohrension
wae Paul 414 not rejeet these believers. He made these twelve
eharter members of the ghureh at Ephesus. Did ever a chureh
start off with a more u&premising group? There 1s a great
lesson in this aet of Paul. In human relationships we eannot
turn down the haelfing and the lame. If they are honestly seeking
the way, that ig enough. Had the ehureh eontinued Paul's
telerance toward the wesk and erring, it would not now be split

into a0 many faetlons, eaeh trying to undo the other.

The ehureh of God, when it 1s finighed, will be the most
bezutiful temple in all time or eternity., But there will be
but one perfeet stone in the whole eathedral. Some stones will
ke ehipped and broken, some defased and searred, some 1ll-
shaped and rough-edgedy but only one will be perfeetly fitted
for the bullder's art. But with thess imperfeet materisls the
Great Arehiteet of the universe will ereect a2 temple so beautiful
1t will dazzle the eyes of e¥ery one who bhehoidds 1it.

Poor as the beginning waé, Paul's minlstry at Ephesus
wag one'of the most frultful of his whole life. At the very
?eginning there was a shaking among the dry bones of the

Eynagogue, there were eonvulgiong among the entrenched eitadéla
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of wiekedness. A ehunzh that”ean live in peade by the sgide of
fraud, oppreésion; debsuchery snd lleentliousness 1ls not a very
live ehureh. The synagogue at Ephesus had lived by these evile
& long time. But when Paul began to preaech ageinst them they
 started squiMming in their seats. They preferred the old easy
way, and got rid of Paul as Quiekly ag they ecould. He had to
eontinue his minlastry in the sehool of Tyramnus.

BAnd many thgt'helieved eanme, snd eonfessed, and showed
" their deeds.® When the temples of sin begin to topple we know
the kingdom of God is on the way. Thls was not a seeret confess-
lonal to the preacher; It was open and voluntary. They not only
eonfeseed to wrong practieces, but ighewed thelir deeds,* turning
from them with abhoranee. Common sing that are praétiedd openly
ean best be stopped by rencuneing them oﬁenl;%@ $ing that involve
th§ honor or reputation of anether, unless they are gh{$§§t to
anéindividuallor the state, Whould be eonfessed to God only,
or eonfesased in psrt, our own part.

t4any of them also whieh used curioue arts brought thelr
Booksttogether,and burned them before all men." It 1s ususlly
thé fleeced and oppressed sheep whe turn first to the sonsolation
OfEEHEFEOBpel. But here we find the oppressors eoming repentant.
Thése men had fleeeed the poor and ignorant for thelr own
profit. They had grown rich robbing the weak and helpless. When
gueh men repent and turn away from thelr greedy profits, 1t le
indeed & great dgy for the kingdom.‘This Book burning was no
witeh hunt. They 4id not eppoint a eensor with pollce powers

to go in sesrch of Wooks that were objectionable to some ruler.
These men nought the books with whieh they hed plundered thelr

neighbors and burned them. It was a bonfire of sin and wiekedness.




The next_eitaﬂel"dié not fall go eeslily. "And the sa;iiiime
there ®rose no small gtir about that way. For a eertalin man
named Demetrius, a sliversmith, whieh msde silver shrines for
Diana, bréught no small gain unto the eraftemen." These silver
shrines were worn by the 1gnarant'and superstitious to
ward off dlsease, to cure the sick, to bring good fortune. Did
Paul tell these people that such praetises were fodlish? If
they asked him, he did, But after knowing Paul'#-ﬂhrist, they
414 not need to: be told this. They no longer felt the need of
sueh trifles. They now had a sure anchor of hope that left no
room for such broXen reeds of comfort. Hear Demetrius' own
explanation of the matter. "Moreover ye see and hear, that not
glone at Epehsus, but almost throughout all Asla, this Paul hath
persuaded and turned away mueh people, saying that they be no gody,
whieh are made with handg.® The poor people now had something muech
better than ailver shrines of Diana. | _

Demetrius and his fellow eraftsmen were alarmed at the way
business had fallen off. " 3irs, ye know that By this eraft we
have our wealth." As long as men pald good meney for these
usgeless trifles !Demetrius and his fellews proppered. It made
no differense if they got no return for thelr money. 1t made
no difference if thelr ehildren went hungry. $in never brings
wealth. It may bring a few paltry dollars to the man whe 1ls
péddling it. But to the many who buy 1t brings only poverty.

A buginess that leaves theceustomer poorer than he was
before the purchase is a crooked buasiness. How many busineases
in Ameriea are msking men poorert? Can the men engaged in sueh
merdhandise say, "I am an honest man,® 1 went to a business
woman who wes & friend of mine about a man who?aa peddling a

ercoked insursnee poliey. She eald if he was ma#ing siliving
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ﬁt it that Justified the business. I never could have mu;zéé'

eonfidenee in her any more, although she was selling a good
poliey. “

"I glve them what they want; 1% 1s not my business to
tell them what 1s good for them." If I take a man's dollar
in a business transaetiom it is my Business to give him a
dollar's worth in return. That is the only rule of honesty
thet will stand up by Sod's plumh>11n3. A men who takes money
for his own personal profit, without glving or trying to give,
an egual value in return, is not honest. |

Ngreat is Diana of the Ephesians.' If she was so_great,
why was her temple falling to pieees? Hitler onee said one
ean gshout a lie so long and so loud that men will think it
igs the truth. It seeme fhat men had tried this long kefore
xitleris day. They shouted, "Great is Diana ef the Epheslanes*
for two houre. They shouted 1% till their throats were raw and
hoarse. 8trange to say, Diana waé ne greater when they got
through than she was when they started. But the eternal truth
that Paul planted in the hearté of these people goes marehing
ort,

ruth forever on the peaffold,

Wrong forewver on the throne,®

Why did God permit the Judalzers teo dog Paul's footsteps
for years, with the ery, "Zxeept these are eireumeised and keep
the law of Moses, they eannot be saved?" VWhy 4id He permit
Demerius to drive this good man from his labors with a mobf
Was God on Paul'se side or the slde of the men who opposed him?
He was on Paul's slde.

It is gald that, when Carlyle finlshed his history the
French Revolutlon, he gave the manuseript to his goed friend
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John #tuart Mill to eritieise and correct. A eareless maid in
Millts home, thinkihgrthe papers were old and useleas, thew them
into the fire. Mi:Yl was heartbrsken when he went to tell

Carlyle of hia loss. Ee was further plunged into grief to learn
thet Carlyle hed destroyed all his notes on the book. When Mill
left Carlyle Broke down and wept. But he wrote inm his diary,

%1%t 1s =s though the great Invisible Behoolmaster had torn up

my book when I showed it to Him and said,® No, boy, thou must
write better.? He did. He wrote ﬁnether French Revelution that

ig today one of the immortal historles.

When we show our kook to God, thinking to win pralse, how
often He says, "You ean write a better Book than this." Ig 1%
any wonder that He must rejleet so much of the work of good mefi?
The best we do is so imperfeot. If He seeepted the first efforts,
we would never do any better. Opposition, evwen violent and eru&i,
geldom hurts the eause of truth. But 1t often weeds out the |

unfit work of men. It makes us write another Book. ;4 4 4

accepted the first gift we bring Him, we would never bring

Him our best.
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