tFor every battle ef the warrior is with confused

PEACE.

neise ahd garments relled in bleod; but this shall be with

burning and fuel of fire. For unte us a child ie born, unto

us a son is given: and the government shall be upon hig

gshoulder; 2nd his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.'
| Isalah 9:56-6.

~ He is rightly called the Prince of Pesce. The angeiis._
sang at His birth, "Glory to God in the highest, and on esrth
pesce, good will toward men.M in Japan one yeér the American |
boyes who could not get awey to come home for Christmas decided‘.
to have a resl Christmas in Japan. They got a tree, loaded 1t
wi%h gifts, decorated with Christmas snow snd many colored
li?hts, and invited some Japanese children te the party. The
ehiiI‘dren came gladly, for they had been premlsed many gifts
and food such as they had never tasted before. They had such
a glerious time as no poor child in Japah had ewer had befere.
They gawked at the tree, the lights, the fireworks in wonder,
ag 1f such things had been gent from heaven. Then one of the
cehildren asked a question that mede every_heart stand stlll.
He Sried, Hyhose birth day 1s 1t%*

Whose birth day are we celebrating? It is none other

then the Prince of Peace Himself. He came to end such wars
a8 carry an American soldier half way around the world at this
season. He came to end such wars as left thousands of American

and Japanese children fatherless. He gave His life to usher

in a day ef'ewerlaating pesce. D14 He die 1n vein®
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In the August issue of Harper's was printed a copy '

of Elmer Devis' Phl Beta Ksppa Oration at Harvard Unlverslty

Are We Worth Saving? And if So, Whyt? I am not calling

attention to this arficle for the purpose of criticizing
FElmer Davis, but because it is typical of the pessimlistic
attitude of our present day writers. I quote from the article:

A century or sc age a Harvard graduate wrote a hymn
whose opening lines, plausible enough when written, turned
out to be one of the most insccurate forecasts ever set down:

The morning light is breaking

The darkness dlssppesars.

"The final couplet of that stanza, however would- with
the omission of a single word- be a fairly accurate pilcture
of the world today:

Each breeze that sweeps the ocean

Brings tidings'from afar,

0f natlions in commotion,

Prepared for Zion's war.

*Commotiom indeed: but 1t is not for Zion's war for
whlch they are preparing.t

The songs we sang fifty years ago were lneplired by a
great hope and & great faith. They'did net express Jjoy over &
gtate that was alresdy attalned. Men knew then that the rosed
shesd had many & steep mountsin and many a dark valley. They
were expecting a complete triumph of good over evll, but they
were expé&ing no easy one. If some migjudged the progress we
had made against sin and error and thought the Kingdom of God
wag nearer than it was, 1t was only & human error. The Christianr

church has made the same error many times.

At the beginning of the twentieth century there were
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some encouraging slgns that Christienity and frsmﬁom would soon |
win over tyranny and oppression. Livingstone had made his way
to the heart of the last dark and unknown continent; he had:
carried the lamp of life to darkest Africa! Many men and women
with families then could not remember a great war. In Amerlice
the 0ld people told their children and grandchildren of the
dark dsys of the Civil War. In Europe the older people told theirs
of the dark days of the Prance-Prusslian War. But these great
struggles were in the dim, dim ages of the past. There was & hope
riging in the hegrts of men that enlightened people ware too
intelligent to fight bloody wars, but could rsettle all their
dlsputes at the conference table. The Spanlsh-American War was
over so quickly and ended with such a complete triumph of |
democracy over tyranny and oppresslon that men hoped the whole
world would socom be free. The hope of freedom and the hope of
Christianity were one and inseparable. Had the people of
Amerlca and Europe looked a little more closely they would
have seen the economic bondage that was threatening te over-
throw their own liberty. They should have known that the economic
chains of poverty can be as fatal to human liberty as the physlcal
chains of slavery. Had they examined the fabric of civilizatlom
a little rmore closely they would have seeﬁ the rent that was
slready there.

Todey the werld is an armed camp. Most young men of
America and Europe and Aslészhave seen service fighting for
something they were told was right. We fought the first °
World War to mske the world safe for democracy. When it
ended democrecy was still only a dream and hope for most

men. We fought the Second World War in defense of our owm
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liberty, only after it was threatened, after we héard the~clank of
the cheins thet were belng forged for us to wear. When 1ﬁ ended
we found we had helped to bulld the mightlest foe to humén liberty
sinece Genghis Khan! Are we to surrender to tyranny and oppressiom
because of these dissppointments? If the cholce were mine to make,
to fight these twoKWars over or surrender to a tyrant‘like Hitler,
I would choose to fight them agsin.

Flmer Deavls says the opening lines of Smith's great
hymn wag "one of the most inaccurate forecasts ever set down."

The morning light is bresking,

The darkness dlsappears.
What is inaccursate in this forecast? Ie the world a darker
place today than when these lines were written? Is the light of
truth dimmer toddy than when Smith wrote this great hymn?
The fires of war have not destroyed the Christian faith.
They have purified it from much of the sham and pretence that
was then accepted for the genuine. In the last cne hundred
years we have seen more progress in science and education for
the masses than the world saw in any thousand years of past
history. Much of thisg progreés has come out of the two mlighty
struggles we were engaged in. At the opening of thls century,
or & little later, America produced 1ts first billion bushel
corn: crop. No one living then even dreamed we would one day
produce a billiom bushels of wheat. Now we are producing three
billlomr bushels of corn and & billiom bushels of wheat on almost
the same lénd we produced the smaller c¢rop. When these lines were
written millions of men in the most enlightened lands were shackled
to the looms, forges and foundries with fetters almost as cruel

as slavery. Milllons of poor blacks in the Boutll were shackled in
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an economic bondage as cruel almest as the physical bondage they
hed lately escaped from. Today these shackles are broken. Many
of them were broken during the two last wars. More progress was
mede in medical sclence during the last two wars than had Been
msde in any cantury of the past. When these lines were written
Buboﬁie Plague, Yellow Fever, Smell Pox, Diphtheria and Malaria
were periodic seourges, taking®®®y millioms of lives each year.
Now all these dréaﬂ diseases nave been conguered or are on the
way out. Education for the masses 1s provided in more than half
the world today. If Elmer Davis had to go back and live in the
days of Smuel F. Smith his eyes would quickly be opened. -

The morning light 1s breaking

The darkness disappears.

Elmer Davis sald;ié "the worst mistake the West ever
made in dealing with the East. They educated the natives.¥
Who educated the natives in the East? After more than a hundred
years of heart breaking lebors the miassionaries have herdly
dented the 1lliteracy of China and India. Many of the educated
people of those lands would have been educated without the
missionaries. Some of the ones the missionaries educated are
today our best friende in the East. The only twe nations in the
East that have éducated the masses are Russia and Jaepan. The
missioneries did not educate the masses herejy the governments
of Rusegias and Jegpan did it. It ﬁas not done for religious purposes,
but for ecomomic and militsry objJectives. Commerce haé done far
more to spread knowledge than missionaries have. If we had wanted
%o keep knowledge from these people, how could it have been done?
Even if the people of Russla and Japan were indoctrinsted instead

of being educated, it 1s doub®ful thet there lot is any worse
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than it was. Illiteracy and darkness are the cruelest fetters any
peocple ever wore. How could we proclaim freedom for 511 men and
deny them the one thing that can make them free?

The greet fear that Elmer Davis expresses is that we
lose the right of free thinking and :discussiom. He fears that
we will become so divided by bitter factions and hatred that
we will lose our own liberty. '"Whet makes Western eivilization
worth saving 1s the fréedomiof the mind, now under attack from
the primitives--including some university gfaduatesnm who have
persisted among us." Of the all the fears he has named this
is perhasps the mcst dangerous. Some of the politicians of our
day are sowing?-crop of dragonls teeth that could preduce a
bitter harvest.

What shall we say of the Christian hope that wers shall
ceaset? Are we to wring ourhfn?ﬁ in despsir because a fourth
of the world is behind the iron curtain? The Christian religliom .
has conguered mightier forces than this. Many people behind the
iron curtaln today were already in bondage. There are some who
believe that liverty lost today is lost foréver. On what grounds
do they base guch a belief? Is tyranny stronger today than in

ages past? Do tyrants have tools today that they never had before?

' Then truth also has some new weapons. Truth is stronger today

thaen it has ever been. It is the one thing that Communlsm fears.
The iron curtain was erected to keep it out. Truth may be crushed
to earth, as it has many times before, but it will rise again.
Esch time it rises it posesses a new gtrength it never possessed
before. Truth is knocking on the iron curtain with blows that
gend a chill of fear into the heart of every tyrant on the other
gide. It will keep knocking tilI the curtain is rent from top
bottom. Then truth will walk in!
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