PRAYER. ' ¢

nf pray for them:! John: 17:9.

The ceventeenth Chepter of Jopnm ls knowh as the
High Priest's preyer. In olden times the High Priest usged
to go inte the temple at regulsr and stated seasons to pray
for the people. Here the Lord, who wae High Priest of the
¢hristisn Church, preys for the little flock He was about to
leave. The worde sound more like thnﬂs own than a writien
trenscript of the Lord'e prayer. But, even 1f John wrote the
prayer from: memory, it ls stili g beautiful prayer, full of
anxious solleltatiom for the one's He loved. Jesus was -a praying
Man. He was no recluse, leaving the world in misery, while He
did nothing but pray. He preyed while He labored for man's
redemption. He prayed Eirself and tsught His dlsciples to preay.
wnen He went into the temple and cast out the greedy money
chengers, He sald, "My house 1s the house of prayery but ye
have wede 1t & den of thieves." Every house of God shouid be
s house of prayer.

*What is the use of praying? I already have everything
I want. What more could I ask for?! These words are credited
te Andrew Carnegle. But 1t 1s certain that he was not the only
one who ever said.this. If others did not make the same state-
ment in these words, they expressed them in thelr heart. Andrew
Carnegle wag not the woret man of hls age. He was a better man
than meny of his neighbors. He was ¥ind, charitable, end honest,
by the standards of his time. He might have had everything he
wented, but he dld not have &1l he needed. The trouble with
men who zre so satisfied with life they have no time to talk

with Eod, g that it never lasts. There comes & time 1n the
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life of every msn when the comforts and consolations of this
1ife fall him. Then if he hae not learned to telk to God he
is 11kely to become bitter and rebellious.

Even 1f he had everything he wanted, he might have
sald "Thenk you" to the One who gave it 211 %o him. Did he
owe God nothing? If he had felt any gratitued for all God's
favors he surely would have wanted to tell Him. If we spent
our whole lives om our knees in deep thanksgiving it would be
but & little return for all we have received.

Even 1f we have all we need-- and I have never known a
person that Aid---how about the millions all around us?
In all my life I have never known a day when some one I Knew
and loved dld not need God's help bedly. We could pray for the
ones mdre unfortunate than we. If wé are living solely for
ourselves we might ask, * What 1s the use of praying?" If we
de not care or feel for others, we might tske all the goodness
and favers of God and never ask for anything more, or give
Him thanks for what He has already given us. But surely a man
who loves hie nelghbor will find many times when hlg heart le
burdened for the pain or sorrows of others. Accepting God's
fevor without thanking Him is nothing new. Whenr the lLord healed
ten lepers only one casme bsck to thsnk Him.

"More things are wrought by preyer

Than thie world dresms of, Wherefore

let thy veolce
Rise like s fountaln for me night and day.®
Tennyson.

If we only knew how much is wrought by prayer we would

surely pray more. Prayer transorms the lives of men and womermn.

Loud prayers made to be heard of men may not help us; selfish



petitions for something we want for our own selfish use,

may be in vain. But a fervent sincere prayer always brings

a person closer to God. One ecannot pray fervently,sincerely
end regularly and be a bad person. One who prays in the right
Qay will soon guit praying or quit einning. The two will not

go together.

Why are so many people disappointed with prayert One
of the most conmon csuses of disappointmen with prayer 1s
expeoting the end without the means. We ask God to do things
for ug that we are ﬁoo lazy to do for curselves. We cry loud
for Him to move a hill because we are too lazy to elimb it,
Climbing the hill might be the mesns of a closer touch of
God's hend. ‘

At the Battle of Horseshoe Bend thé Indlans drew a
megice line seross the neck of the bend. Thelr medicine men
consecrated this line with strong medicine and told the Indians
that any white man who crossed 1t would fall dead instantly.
This falee hoﬁe proved tﬁeir ruin. When Jackson's men began
crossing the line without harm, they lost heart and fled. This
is one of the typlcal dieappointments of prayer. If the -
Indians had not been too lazy they could hsve built a fort
across the neck of the bend and defended themselves with far
more secutlity.

Some even go sc far as to say that if we do anytilng
oursleves to help answer our prayer, then we have no faith.
There wag never a more foollish assertion. Two 1little girls
were gbout to be late for school. One of them said, "Let's
kneel downm and prey for the Lord not te let us be tardy.?

The other one said, "No, let's hike on to school and pray

while we are hiking." She way praylng with her lips and her
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feet. Some of the mose effective prayers ever made were made
with human hands. If we offer God our hands and feet, our.
toll and swesat, with our prayers, thet proves we do have fsalth.

Some feith heslers say that if we take medicine when
we are.ill that proves we have no falth. Some poor deluded
ones ngve actually let thelr children di@ when a good doctor
could have saved them. They were afreid 1f they allowed a dootor
to come thelr neighbors and friends would say they did not have
faith. It would be Just as sengible to refuse food and expect
to live. God gsve us the medicine and the food.

The fenatlc says God does not need our help. They think
offering Him our feeble hands is showing a lack of fsith in
Hie power. The Bible does not tesch this. Nosh built the Ark
with his hands. Naaman hed to dip himself in the Jordan seven
times to be healed of leprosy. Suppose he had said,'és some
fanatics do today, that this would be proving he had no falth,
He d1d come very near missing the blessing because of another
‘ stubbprn:belief.

fo pray fervently one must want someting very much.

We cannot_be very much concerned about a cause tovwhich we
have contfibuted nothing. To pray effectlively we must first
heve worked hard and long, or loved and suffered. We must have
a g?eat love or & grest hope.
C HIf I were damned in body and soul.
I know whese prayers would make me whole
Mother o' mine." Kipling.

Why lg a mother's prayer so effective? Becsuse she

usﬁally hes so much on the line. She has given so much.

Surely our prayers will amcunt to nmothing if we have glven

nothing.
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Does prayer change God? Why would we want to chenge God?

No matter how much we want a good thing done, God wants 1t more.

No mstter how much we have given to a great cause, God has
glven mueh more. Payer does not change de; it changes the

one who prays. We, by prayer, come up to where God was all

the time. He is already far more interested in the cause than

we are. Prayer does something for the one who prays. Even 1f

God saye "No" to our prayer, He always gives us something
better then we prayed for. Our problems are never sclved inm
way we expected. God's way is always better far than ours.

James Montgomery's great hymn on prayer 1s onecof
the best:

"Prayer ls the soul's sincere desire
Unettered or expressed,

The motlon of g hidden flre

That trembles in the breast.

"prayer is the burden of a slgh,
The falling of a tear,

The upwsrd glance of any eye,
When none but God 1eg negr.

"Prayer is the simplest for of speech
That infant lips can try;

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach
The MaJesty on high.

*Preyer is the contrite sinnerts voice
Returnlng from hls ways;

While angels in thelir songs rejolce
And cry, "Behold he prays'.

#,prayer ie the Christian's vital breath
The Christiants netige alr,

His watchword at the gates of death

Fe entere heafen with prayer.

40 Thou, by whom we come to God

The Life, the Truth, the Way,

The path of prayer Thyself hast trod.
Lord, teach us how to pray."



