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PRIVATE OWNERSHIF OF PROFPERTY.

"For the kingdom of heaven is se @ men traveling inte
s fzr country, wno czlled his own ssrvants and delivered unto
them his goods. And unto one he gave five telents, to another
two, =nd to znother one; to every men esccording to his several

2bility; end straightway took his Journey." Motthew 25:14-~106,

Communism is the only modern religlon that does not
clalm Jesus Christ as ite founder. Communism could not clsim
Christ as foupder, for He was no Communist. He belleved Iin
private ownership of property. He belleved very strongly that
every men is entitled to the frults of his own labor. Nowhere
does he sgay, MFrom each according to hils ébility, to each
sccording to his needs." He did not believe 1t is wrong for
a man to recelve guperior pay when he scgulres greater ekill.
Tf s man built hig hcouse on- the sand and Iest it, 1% was his
houge. IFf he built it on awoek and ssved 1t, 1t was still
nig. IFf e men took his five talents and traded with them and
gained five more tezlente, the increasse was hls. If he took hig
talent and buried it in the ground, he lost ef¥en the originel
talent thet wes given him. He had but 1ittle sympethy for the
men who ceme whining that he had so little to stert with.

T e¥er 2 nstion was built on the gacredness of
property rights ours was. Most of our ancegtors came from
the pfopertyless pezgante of Burope. They had never owned
snything of velue. HEven the vagsal's ax end plow went to
tne lsndlord when he died. He lived on another man's land;
he came =nd went st ancther msn's bidding. His children could

not marry without the Lord's congent. Here in the wilderness
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he found a home that was his. It was a rugged and untamed ij\s
wilderness, but it belonged to him.

NThe bresking waves dashed high

On & stern and rock-bound cozst;

Andithe woods ageinst the sky,

Thelr giasnt branches ftossed;

And the heavy night hung dark

The hills and waters o'er--

wnen a bend of exlles moored thelr bark

On a wild New Englsnd shore.
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Amldst the storm they sang,

And the stars heard, snd the sea!

And the sounding alsles of the dim wools rang

To the enthem of the free:

The ocean sagle soaered

From hls nest by the white waves fbam,

And the rocklng pines of the forest roared:-

This was thelr welcome home!"

How they loved tnis land! They loved 1t chiefly becesuse
i1t gave them something to esll thelr own, something they could
keep for life and pass on to their children when they died. IT
smerica ever becomes Communist it will have to repudiate all 1ts
esered history, zll the the founding fathers loved end cherished,
21l the rich heritsge that has made America gﬁeat.

Owning_something does something to e persoh. One who
hes ever owned s nlot of ground, a house and lot, & ferm or a
store ean never be the same person agein. The New fnglsnd settlers
found their homesteads covered with tell besutiful pines. Cut

one of these down, trim off the branches, cut out the top end
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peel ¢t. the berk snd one had & ship mest ready nmede. The wood
wasg strong and dursble; it wes light snd gteady befofe the
wind. The King of Englsand thoughf these trees were God's gift
to the Britich Navy. He marked certsln trees on every homestesd
and cliimed them for the royel navy. But he said nothlng sbout
paying the owners for the trees. He quickly found thet ownersiip
of property hed changed hisg subjects acrosg tﬁe sea. I the
land was ﬁheirs, why di& the trees belong to the King? And the
XKing of ®ngland lived a long wey from Massachussetts!

Next to the Bible and the Christisn religlion the
privete ownership of property hes done most to make America
grest. 4 men who owns something 1g & sefer voter, & better
citigen, & better nelghbor because of 1T. A mén whe owng somethling
is gulck to essert hlis rights, especiélly if hieg right te owner-
ship of property ls threatened. Bubt ne ususlly has more respect
for the rights of others., L man who owng something 1s generslly
s foe fo trieves, Torgers, embezgzlers and counterfeiters. He
ig usually an sdvocate for sound wonev, safe land titles, and
gconomy in government.

Our vatent lsws are based on the rlght of private
ownership of goods. These laws make a man. owner of pert of
whet he dlscovers by research, skill or knowledge. Thése lzws
heve glven wings to men's fsltering footsteps on the rosd to
knowledge. Tney hsve spurred man on to dlscovery after dis-
covery, improdement upon improvement. Jur pstent lews gave us
the reaper snd the blnder, the telegraph - and the telephone.
Thege lawe gave us the electric ligh%t, the infernsl combustlon
engine, the jautomoble and the zir plene. Thege lzwrs geve us

refrigeration, the redio snd televisglion.
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The Americen ploneer wes s ruggéﬁ individuelist. He
felt no nesd of laws to protect nimself or nls femlly. He
believed the best governuent was the one that interferred the
lezst with hié freédom. He was so susplclious of government
encrozchment on business thet he looked sskence on the public
scaool. Lsnd wass cheap end the nstursl resources of the natlon
were boundless and inexhsustible. Bo 1t seemed to nim. Waen his

gtelwart sons grew into manhood they moved farther beck into the
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foresﬁ =nd carved them nul s hone, ag ithelr fathers ﬁéd done

before them. The wilderness wes free to sny man brave enough

to ecleim it, ond it would last forsver. Any men cculd stert a
business with a few simple tools 1f he hsed skill to use themn.
Cepitel, as we know 1%, hardly exleted. But the hopes of the
rugged infividuslied were based on humen knowledge, end numan
knowledge wae alwaye sublect to error.

In the life of cne generation therse was s mlghty
vevolution. He found thset the resources of the nation were
not boundless end they were not lnemhaustlible. He found that
every uen cnuld not ovn & rall road of his own, every skilled
mechenic could not open up & steel mlll, every weaver could
not own o modern textile plent costing mlllions of dollars.
Fen with special gkille would heve to work for glant corporations,
not as spprentleces tili they became masters, but for 1lfe. If
ne rebelled zgainst this end turnad to the wilderness as nls
fathers hsé done, he found it had dissppeared or been fenéed in.
Vagt trescts of good land were sﬁill there, but they had Leen
bourht up by rich men and were not for sale. I he tried to
gtatt & new buﬂkness.of nie own he Tound that a few Ltools
and bare hands cennot compete with glant rolling mills,
whirring spindleg and rosring blest furneces, no matter how

gkillful they were,un=l.



But worse was still to come. He found the giant

cornorstions, belng few in number, could more essily combine

to hold up the prices of what they hed to sell. With one

generzhion the weaver, the suith, snd the cobbler had ¢igappearsd.

Of the small producers only the farmer wWas left. Of the rugged
individuslists only the farmer,'the local merchent, and the local
printer owned their owh business. Esd the United Stétes Government
not stenved in with free postage the locel printer would heve

gone with the weaver, the sulth snd the cobbler. Thevlocal merchant
wae fast going down before = new glant, the chsin siore.

But worgs was stlll to come. The farmer found that the
very toels thet ﬁad come to lighten his lsbor had crested huge
surpluses aof foods and fibers. Honey borfowed on his land could
not be repaid, mortgages were foreclosed, snd the loved home-
stead passed into the hands of the banks snd insurance compahleg.

The 1zborer fouhd his wages squeezed to the point he
could not buy the necessiﬁies of 1life, even at bankrupt prices.
When he tried to orgsnize, =8 the glant corporations had done,
he wae told this fleld was not for him. Whem he persisted he
was threstened with the loss of his ijob, When thls failed the
corporations hired thugs to imtimidete him snd break up his
meetings. When he struck back he wag thrown into ?rison.

The rugred irdivduslist was leening agalnst thj ropes!




