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RACK RELATIONS.

"Then gaith the women of Samerle unio him, How 1s 1%
thet thou, being a Jew, sskest drink of me, which =zm & womsn
of Ssmeris, for the Jews have no dealings with the Ssusritens.’

John 4:9.,

The race question 1s growing more explosive end more
greve esch dey. Shutting our eves To the Truth or hiding cur Tfaces

from unplessant prospects will not help us. The best solution 1o
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eny nroblem ig found in a free and open discussion. Even when =
men 1s wrong he will find i1t out sooner if he 15 311cwed To
express his own opinion then he will whern he is forced to kesp

his mouth ehut.

Wnen Jeaus talked to the womah et Jacob's well He welked
aquare scross twe of the rock-ribbed prejudices of Hls own people.
She wes & woman snd she was & Semeritan. As a women she was berred
frow dlscussgion of such sublects as eternad 1life. Just why & women
should not be interegted in such sublects is not told. But it wes
forbidden., Ac & Samaritan she was heted by the Jews. This hatred
was based on wrongs done many, meny years back. But the hetred
lived on. Jesus would have no part in it. Some of the rock-ribbed
prejudices of our own times mey look as foolish to ﬁosterity as
thece two do Teo us today.

In one of our large citiesg the Catholle children were
forbidden to pley with the Jewigh cﬁildren..The resason was

iThey killed Jesus®. The Jewish children, belng 1n the wminority,
were deeply Ty py the glight. They said pleadingly, "We know

we didn't kill Jesus. It must hsve been the people next door."
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A hundred mlllion innoecent 1ittle fzces are looking
Inte ours scross the cruel lines thet separate the races and
saying, "We don't know who offended you. But we din't do 1t.
| _
It must have been the people next door.'
| ‘It is not slone in the South that wrongs heve besn done
& minority race. Recently an Indian soldier who died bravely
fighting for his country was refused burlel in en Iowa cemetery
because he was not & member of the Gaﬁéasian race., Jesus Chrigt
would hzve been harred from burial intp?f cemetery. It 1s to the
everlaséing credit of President Trumsn that he was buried in
Arlington Naetional Cemetery with our illustrous dead. Thls ig
Juat one glaring instence of the complicated nature of the race
quasticﬁ. We build s fence to keep out certain undesirables. To
our utter confusion we learn thst the worst of the lot have ¢limbed
over or crewled under the fence. Then,with red feces, we learn
thet the fence heg deeply hurt some one we 4id not want to offend.
Recently a Nerthern newspaper men who had secured a
deep ten on the ses shore made s tour of the South, passing as
a Negro, snd wrote a lengthy artlicle on the rsce guestlon in the
South. Any Bouthern men who read the article could see that it
wag written by a man who was not famllier with rﬁce proolems in
the Pouth. Ko honest men can deny that many cLuel wWrongs nave been
done the Negro in the gouth. But nmany Southern white people have
opposed these wréngs as strongly snd found themselves ss helpless
in preventing them ze the Hegroes themse#ves are. This msn pletures
the Southern Negro zs & craven, oppressed and cowed individual.
He surely had not read the papers published in the South by
Negro editors or attended eny Negro meetlings 1in the big Negro

schools and colleges in the South. It is plesin that this man
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took the genuine politeness of the Pouthern Negro for fear.
He d4id not know that when a Bouthern Hegro tips his hat to
s white man he is probably bresking the ground for g loan or

some other favor. He did expresg surprise to lessrn thet the

Hegross in the South do not hete the whlte people. There 1s one
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other fact, just gg important, thet he fsiled to leesrn. The wh
people iﬁ the Sﬁuth do not hate the Kegroes.

Way is 1t thet the Negroes and the white people in the
South are not divided by bitter hatred such és is found in many
enlightened lende in Europe.and Asta? I hsve lived in the South
all my 1ife. I hsve seen the best and the worst of both white and
pleek. T Ao not see how zny Southern white man who is not a
“roughneck" can hete a.Neg?o. The Southern Negro is the most
gentle snd refined primitive rsce on earth todsy. When statistics
show that there sre more college gradustes smong the Southern
Megroes to the population than there are in %ngland, it is
guestionable whether the rsce can any longer be called primitive.
Whegw?% races as fsr epart racislly and soeialiy ag the Negroes
and whites ifi-the South. live next door to each other in pesce
and hermony for slmost s century, vou may depend on the fact,
tﬁere nes been some glving end teking by both races. 1t would ve
ebsurd for elther rsce to clzim a2ll the credit for the goodwill
thet surely exisgts.

: Yeers sgo a rich womaen of ~Tuskegee found thet sll her
men folke had gone off and left her wlthout eny wood'cut to cook
with, I suppoes rich men dresd thls chore as much as poor men do.

- his people
One wit in our community when I was & boy ssld he wented M.e To
write on hig tombstone 'DONE CUTTIN! STOVE ™OOD." Hre.V. saw &

e lNegro men pessing her house end ran to the door and gsked him
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to come irto her back yerd and cut her some wood to cook with.
A1l the Hegroes in Tuskegee knew lrs.V. and would have been
gl=4 to do her & FTavor. They were slWays well paid for it.

The Fegro men tipped hieg hHat politely, took of £ his céat, end
went for the wood pille. But when Hrs.V. went to pey him she found
the wood stscked in a neat pile, but the FNegro man was gone.
Her face wes nretty red when cne of her neighbors téld ner that
Booker T.Washington had cut her wood for ner. Sne called him up
and spologized for seking him_tg do such a menlal task.lﬁe told
ner she d1d not owe him any zpology. He sald ne was glad to do
fevors for his friende and hoped she would ask him to help her
sgain sometime:. It 1s dountful if zny one e¥er received any‘
more for cutting = little wood. She wes Booker T.Washington's
friend to the end of their lives,

Such courtesies oy nenmbers of both reces have cemented
a friendehip between the racés thet the Communists have not besn
able to bresach, though. they have done every thing in their powsr

‘ that : ‘
to bresk it. Cne reason for the fallure 1lg *t: the Negre in the
South eincerely disires the Irlendship of the white men. He feels
insecure; hee felt insecure since the day he received higs freedon.
He knowg the Southefn wnite man will hels him when he needs
help., He 1g suspiclous of the Udmmuriet who tells him the white
man iz hig-eneny.

But the economic status of the Negro is rapidlyrchang-
irg. How will he feel when he is eccnomlicslly secure? Any white
men who thinks the Negroes sre the same veople they were &
quarter of a century ago, 1s golng to wake up some morning as
surprised as Rip Van Winkle was when he found George Weshington's

picture where King George's was when he went to sleep. ANy one
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who thinks we can go on denying the Negroes the use of rest
rooms, pullman cars, hotels and restaurants surely has not
glven the guestion much sober thought.

When the Supreme Court ruled that public schools
for Negroes must be equal to those for whites and that
Negro teachers must be psid the same for like scholastic
grades there was but little protest from Southern white
people. But our critiecs seem to forget that the Negroes
have lots of children and very little money. They forget
that the Southern white man's child already has a school
far below the natlonal standard. 'They do not reallze that
1t takes far greater sacrifice for the white man to live
next door to Negroes than it does for the Negro to live
next door to whlte people. The white man must accept a
lower standard of living and a lower standard of educationm
for his children because of the Negro. If he has sometimes
been impatient in making these sacrifices, it ig only human
that he would. While the white man is meking these sacrifices
the Negro profited immensely by his associztion with the white
man. The standards of living among Southern Negroes 1is
probably the highest of any cologed race on earth.

The Supreme Court has now ruled that degregatiom
1s Discrimination. No one ¢an truthfully deny that it is.
For nearly a century thé good people of the South have hoped
that gome form of Segregatlon could be applied that would
not hurt the Negro. Segregation, any kind of Segretation,
is bound to hurt the person that is Segregated. It hurts.
physiéally, it hurts ecomomically, it hurts spiritually,

When the Negro was bowed down 1n ignorsnce, brutaslized by




two centurles of slavery, and still in.economic servitude
he probably felt it least. But the more enlightened a réce
becomes the more galling such a decree becomes. Can the
two races be separated without a cruel decree that makes one
inferior? Is "separate, bul egual rights" a fallacy, a dream
that can never be realized? These aquestions must be answered
soon. They cannot now be answered?? the old spirlt of "White
supremacy”. They‘must be answered with Justice and failrness
to all,

| It 1s foolish for demagogues to argue‘that.ﬁod 1a the
Author of Segregation. If God segregated the races, gave each
hls home, the white man mixed them up. It was the white man
who brought the Negro to Amerlca. Now the white man has taken

the best of the land in Africa and driven the Negro back into

reservations too unhealthy to be desirsble. It seems that

God!'s lines of segregation mean but little when the white man:

wants something for himself.
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