: THE DOUBTER. | X
rExpept I shall see 1n his hands the print of the nalls,
and put my finger infe the print of the nails, and thrust ny
hend inte his side, I will not believe.¥ John 20: 28.

Thomss had three cheraeterieties that dietinguished him.
He was bravesg he wag leysl, but he was addoubter. Let's see
how 1t sounds to séy 311 1ike men usually do. * He waa & doubter,
although he was Wrave and loyel." Isn't that the way We
commonly messure & man? We put hie faults first. This looke so
pig we do not see his virtues. That was not Jesus' way. He found
the best that was in a person, and eultivated it t11l 1t wae the
dominant tralt. He made the erop out grow the weeds.

We love & brave man. That 1s if we know he 1s brave. In
this caée we might have let Thomas' doubting blind us teo hls
bravefy. It is not easy to ke brave when there iz resl Qanger.
Playing erave on the atsge requires no great eoﬁrage, because
the setdr knows the danger 1s not real. But when a man faees
real danger without f1inching, we eall him brave. When Thomeas
said, "Let us alse go, that We may die with him," he really
expeetad'to meet death. He was not saying that to make his
companions think he was brave. He_would have liked to get out
of going. But if the Lord was going, he 4id not intend to let
Him go by Himaelf.

Twe men were out looking for a llen. When they found hle
trsek, one sald, "Look, he 1s & big none. Look at the print of
that foot." The other man took one look st the track and
sald, "Y-you g~go on and s-see where he went, and I'll g-go

b-bBeek and see where he esme from.™
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Some of the boys who sourted death in the last war ean
tell us what 1t takes to be brave. One boy who completed fifty
missiong as pllot of a kig bomber told me of an experience he
hed, One of his superior offieers was at the controls on this
trip. When the shells began exploding right in front of them
he looked at the pilot. HKe was white as & sheet and ghaking
like a leaf in a wind, The boy slipped over by hig side and
took the contﬁels,eut of his hands, then brought the ship in
safely, He eaid the offieer yielded the controls as meekly as
& 1ittie ehild.

1f you had ealled Thomes a brave man, he might have laughed
at you. ‘He would have told you he was far from belhg brave.
Many a man who faced death on the sea, ln the alr and on land
will tell you he wWas not brave. Most of them will admlt they
were badly frightened. Perheps in a life and death struggle
they forgot they were frightened for the moment. The exeltement
of a desperate struggle may drive away fear for the time. But
& man who ig truly brave seldom Measts of his brevery. He re-
members too vividly the'tingling asense of fear that coursed up
and down his aplne at the sight of blood or death.

It was loyalty that made Thomas dravely r%ce death. What
1@ loyalty? It is the rockbed of eharaeter itgelf. It 1s what
mekes human soelety tiek. Without loyalty wmen would be but
1ittle better than the old bear, who goes off and lives by
himself. He has no friends for whom he would give the best.
He lives solely by and for himeelf. Men have loyalty. They have
faith in each other. That is loyalty. A disleyal persocn is

one of the lowest of the species. A lack of leoyalty is treasom.
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But Thomas was a douhter.'Boﬁbting in the faee of eonvine-
ing evidenee iz a wezknege. It ies the men and women who daré to
believe who lesd the way. It was a man whe dared to belleve who
diseqvered the prineciple of vaecination., When Edward Jenner heard
that milk malde were often immune to small pox he 4did not scoff
at the ldea. He started trying to find the cause. It was a long
weary road. A man with smell fiath would have given up. But
Jenner was a man who belleved thig seourge of the race eould
ke conquered. He 41d not give up for a few failurés. A truth
like that was worth wgiting for. There were many doubters in
hig day. They laughed at hig thecry. But before he died the
seourge of emsll pox: was on its way out. It 1s said that
Napéleon once released some ﬁnglish,prisoners on the mention
of Jenner's name. He had done tec much for men to refuse him
‘anything.

If Plerre and Marle Curie had ®een doubters radium would
not have been digcovered. It teok a 1ife tlime of toll and
diseocuraging experiments %o prove that shig substanee e wn
exieted. But the discovery wag the forerunner of atomie
fieglon 1tself. It was the faith of these two pecple that lead
the way to a truth hidden from men for millions of years.

Can & man's weskness be turned to his advantagep Not
1f he %8 proud of it, It is astounding how proud some people
are of the very thing that 1g rulning them. A man has s
Verj high temper. He has missed many a promotion by lesing
hig tenmper. He 1g atill at the bottom after a life time of
toil. But is he sshamed of hils temper? Ne, he thinks it a
eredit to him, He elings to 1t like a drunkard te his bottle.
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He thinks it marks him as a man of distinction. He would feel
very much insulted 1f one told him that was the ¢ause of his
failure.

A boy is a bully. Eis pugnacious attifude makes him
very unpopular. He 15 unliked by boys and girle. But 18 he
ashamed of 1t? No, he thinkse 1t 18 a mark of courage. He thinkas
he would be a coward if he trled toc be frieddly.

It ies only when we learn that a wesknese is a weskness
that the weaknhess ean be turned.into strength. It we reallze
our fallure and the ceause of it, we ¢an turn 1t to our ad-
vantage. Thomas was a doubter, but he was not proud of it.
Once he was convinced he was wrong, he went all the way. Do
you %ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁf any other follower belleved in the Lordrany Bore
than T 15 444 when he fell on his knees and erled, "My Lord
and my God?* Men who have conquered a weakness are often
distinguished for thelir strength in ﬁhat partiocular trait.

| It is saild that Schwak rarely give a msn up for bead.
When he found a man who was a fallure, he began looking for
the best that was in him. When he feund thls he made the man
gsee 1t too. When the man found the good that was latent in
hir and saw 1t growing, he soon kee¢ame ashﬁmed of his pet
weagkniegs.

We knew that Jeus found geed in people that others
thought wholly kad. He cultivated the geod till it ourgrew
the bed, He made the erop eut grow theuaeds.
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E farmer fights weeds till he is exhausted. As fast as
he cuts them down they cemé-b&ék. But therskilled agriculturist
plante a erop that will sﬁlother the weeds and lets themod
crop do his work for him. In the Black Belt of Alabama the
farmers cannot grow corn for tShe Jchnsoﬁ grass. But they
can plant ocats on the ground and the oats outgrow the
Johnson graés before the weather gets warm. The oats keep
the grass émothered till the grain is harvested. Then ﬁhe
grass makes a fine crop of hay or pasture. Very few people
are all bad. Let's find the gooddin people and the battle is

hglf won.




