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THE PROPHET'S PLUMBLINE.

WThius he shewed me: and behold, the Lord stood upon
g wall made by & plumbline, with & plumbline in his hend . ¥

Amog 727,

Some scholars think Amosg ls the oldesf book in the
Bible. It surely was written a long time ago. Yet the nrophe-—.
cies in this book are as cocurste as gny prophecies in history.
Fow could s man in the dim, dim sges of the past see so far
inte the future?® |

oliver Windel Holmes divides the whole human rece into
three olasses. The first clags 1s the ons-story men. They
cannot see very far hehind or before them. They srs men of
1ittle steture. They live in a world that is repidly chenglng,
changes so vest and sweeping they leave one bresthless, who nas
the steoture to see thelr mesning and the impact they heve on
211 1ife. But to the one-story man the world 1s not changing
at =11. Yesterday, today end tomorrow are the sabe to him. The
world is just as it hss always been and wlll continue just as
1t 1s.

I have & friend who makes e predictlion about every
political campaign, every movement that threatens to change
hie way of 1life, every new mechine or new nedicine. He misses
every time. The resson is thet hesdlways Dets on things gtéyiﬁé
Jugt as they sre. He 1s a2 sirong believer in the status-gou.

He lives in such & low valley he ecennot see over the hills
behind or before.

Two-story men can see behind them., They know that

things are not as they heve always been. They see chsngeg,
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changes thet have swept away men's pet prejudices, changésf
that ﬁgve cerried away nations end empires that falled to
sge the need of change. He can see that kings, powers and
principelities heve been swepl away because they got in the
wey of wighty forcesg thet were sWeeping men onwerd., He knows
thot ideps ond institutions that men once thought were Iixed
=né immoveble 25 the very hills heve paseed awey. He knowe that
nstleons that once thnought they were the favered sons of heaven,
the very eleet of God, the chosen people, heve Dbeen rejected;
while nstiong thet were ohce weak snd despised hs v come for-
ward to clsim the scepter and the crown. |

ant the two-story men gees the world as a fintshed
nelace. He sees no need for any chenges. More then helf &
century ego a Uommlssioner of Petents in the United States
Potent Office resigned. He gave as his Treason thet everything
hed been invented that could be invented!

The two-gtory men sees no nore work for the ideslist

-

nr the reformer. He is sstisfied with things as they are. If
‘there is injustice, he ignores it, or tries to Justify 1t. I
there ie oppression, it not nie sffelir. IF there is nmisery,
it touchee him not, unless he ic one of the migerable. His
iaeéls, hia stendards of honesty are no nigher than the cusions
of the time in whlch he lives.
The tree-story man is & men of vielion. He éees the

chenges thet have swept the world onwerd in the past.

Yo nas %n'insight keen enough %o evalue these changes. Bul

he Xnowg eater changes sre yet o come. He gtands where e

gr
can geec uwighty changes in the making. He knows the world is
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net finighed., The men of vigion gees many imverfections in
things zs they are, he sees the need of reforms snd luprove-
ments. He knowe thHst humen soclety, the church, the state cen
be luproved. His ideals of honesty, hls idesls of purity, ais
ideals of justice srs far in advance of the customs of the
time in wbich he lives. Amog was g three-story nmasn. He
measufed his idels by God'es plumbline. ;

If we could look shead as we looks éninﬁ our foritune
would be made. But s man whose gim le only meking money 1is
usunlly & one-story man. A three-story man's visgion is Too
hig horizon too wide to be_bounded by the dolisr mark,
He hes grezter thinge To accomplish than to make o fartune.

#ut there zre some rules of finasnce that have nroven
good in 211 the sges. IT you went to keep yvour money put it
on God gnd the right. Thie rule 1s as good for |the small
investor as it is fer the millionalre. Jome great fortunes
heve been made by following thle rule. Nethan Rothschild becanme

greayest,

hesl of the : financizl house ﬁn Furope bscause he

backed Enpland Xgeinst hgpoleon He told his brothers that
anl and waeg fighting teo preserve numdn liberty, and the Jews
would be hesvy losers Af 1t wes 1ost; If they becked Napcleon,
end he won, they would have nothing anywey. I thej becked
Englénd snd lost they would only be losing what Napoleon
would get anywey. He risked his 211 on the right and saved
his money,

If two mighty forces are sbout to meet in morial
combat, snd you must cheose between them, choose the right.
If neither is right, choose the one that is nesrest right.
There is ne perty, government or nation in this world that

lg perfect. When & party In power, an institutiom that is
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strongly estsblished, an edminsletration is threatened Dy & new

movement, before deciding which to choose, examine narrowly the
Justinee, the truth, the right of both. If the old is founded
on ﬁyr&ny, cppression, cruelty or injustice, 1t wlll fell, no
mattsr%haw stongly estsblished it‘is. Remember that those who
back aﬂ unjust ceuse go down with it. Take warning ffom our
own fathers whe backed slavery.

When Hitler was rlsing to power I heard some men
discussing the value of his bonds. Ope s8id,"If you want to
mske some eagy money, back Hitler. His stock 1l low now,
but he will soon heve sll of Eurcpe in the palm of his hand.
Buy his bonds now snd meke your fortune." That man lost his
shirt. He deserved to lose it. 4 umen who would voluntariy back
Hitler with his money is no better than Hitler. A man who
voluntarily
e T T-backs men 1ike Neponecn and Hitler is a tyrant
at hesrt snd deserves to losse.

When o movenent that is new is opposed by selflieh men
with entrenched privileges, by men with dishonest gaine to lose,
remember that mizhty empires have gone _ﬁot?x’?ii?ileak and feeble
forces backed by the right. Remember also thet those who stand
in the way of progress of the race pre swepl on wlth the causes:
they backed.

Buy stock in e business thet glves men an honest deal.
Shedy buslnesses are always poor'risks. The safest business is
one that is meking something that men need, and will continue
to need. 4 crooked business may psy while the sun shines and

times ere good, But an honest business is the only one that

will weather the storms.



Mississippi Bubble, 4¢/
Remember that schemes like the 171 "~ it 77+, the

Florids land boom, and sll get-rich-guick schemes are poor
riske. They are houses bullt on the sand. |
‘ predictiom -

A fevorite —»17' -*-n of prophete and would-be-~prophets
from the dawn of Christisnity to now 1lg that the end of time is
cloge at hend. The early Christiens thought thet Christ would
return to earth in great power and glory in thst generation.

8o fer every msn or group of men who has set a day or & period
for the end of time has been put to shame. Tlme went on and they
were prepsred for something slge. To &ll gsuch predictlions I can
nnly say thet:this nhysical unlverse is mede of very durable
meterisls. It hes slready lasted eons and eons of ages. IT is
built to last ge¢ many more if God wills. Every 1lndlvidual life
is to these countless ages as the tick of a watch, Deatih to
every mortsl is the end of time and’the beginning of eternlty.
If there hsd veen anything to geln for Chrigtianity in knowing
the day or the hour of the end of time God would not have

left the guestlon in such doubt. The only preperation we can
meke for the end of time ls the same we should make for death.
The best preparation we can make for death is to live, live
with every Tiber and nerve of body and spirit aqulver to the
great mystery of 1ife and the wonders snd grestness of God's
love, mercy and goodness, live wilth every faculty of body and
mind glert te 211 of life'g problems, live as cheé&ully and
abundantly azs circumstinces will permit. Let self die and

Christ live in you, and you will be ready when death comes.



