WORKING TO EAT. f;S.V :
"For even when we were with you, this we commanded
you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat."
II Thessalenmlans 35:10.

This rule is usually credited to the Purltane or teo
Captain Johm Smith. Both ueed this rule to make lazy men work.
But is is much older tham elther., Paul was the first te put
it in wordes. But the law_is older than Psul; 1= is as old as
the human race.

_Beme men will guit work when they find they can eat
regularly without i1t. This is the malim reascn why all communistic
plane have failed. I% is a harsh and ruggéd rule. But that 1s
what nature gives ue. An empty plate is*the only thing that will
make some people work.,

Did Paul mean that people should stop eating when they
get too ¢l4 and feeble te workt? They are doing this in Russis
and Ching today. As long as a persomnr 1g strong and able te
preduce he is a valuable member of socliety. But when he gives

out he is persena nom grats. Did Paul mean that little

children should not est if they 414 not work? Im hie day they
did de a part of the labor to provide the foold the family ate.
In most @f the work teday they would only be 1lm the way.
The machines we uge on: the farm and in industry teday sare
teo dangercue te allew & chllid around them. If only those who
are producing in America today were eating one third of more
of our people weuld he atafving. Burely this ie not the Christian
way. |
fsut it 18 so eaay today for a lazy person to get out of
work.? Ig it se easy? We have fewer people loafing tedey then
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we have had any time since I can remember. We have more people
gainfully employed than we have.ever had. "But some who are
drawing pay are loafing on the Jeb." Americah workmern: are
producing so much more per man hour than they are in Eurepe they
can hardly believe 1t over there. Sbm§ pecple are living on
relief checks whe should be at work. But most ef the ones on
relief are living on such peor fﬁre they'afe barely living.

They may eat,but they miss mll the finer things'that working men
heve, When they try living-on réliqr awhile they are ususlly . |
glad to get a Job when they get a chance.

One writer says: "What would happen if we tried te
apply 1t(Pau1;a rule) in our soclety today? What would happem:
to the milliogs whe collect unempleyment ebmpenaatign'when-they
could be earning honest wages? What of government subsidles
to many whe @o not need them? What of#¥%# the 1list 1e endless,
isn't 17 |

"There should be*#* charity without counting the cost
for those whe“neeé‘charity--but not a penny for the lazy, the
digorderly, the busybodies, the 'undeserving'. Chrigtiand
charity shoudd never be governed by sentimentality er emotion,
but by careful analysle. Our great respoéibility,ias Christiens,
is not to 'get!, but te 'give!.¥

Just why is unemployment insurance called charity?

I thought the working men were paying for 1t. Some writers im
late years have referred to o0ld age penslons as charity. 1
will soom be drswing one, not by chédce; mine is compulsory.
If I live to reach compulsory retirement age I will have ferty
two years hard work and between eight and ten thousand dollars
of my own money in the retirement fund. Unless I live a lot

Ionger than the average I will not live to draw out the money
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I have put in the fund. Many men that I have known have died
before they ever drew out one cent. I do not like to hear this
called charity.
We have had aomecffe? of charity "governed by careful
(to the needy)
analysis® that got *' 'ie too late to do any good. People who
are so loud in the condemnatiom of Welfare assistance and
Soclel Securlty were stangely spathetic and celloused a few
Years back, when 0ld pecple were being hauled off to the
county poor farm to a fate worse than desth. Did they hear the
cry of these innocent and helpless people who were being starved
= oed and mistreated by poorly peid politiciasns? I know some of
these people had wrecked their own Iives and 4id not deserve much.
But there were some whose only crime was they missed the boat.
Who is going to decide when a man is’lazy? If there is
‘any good way to force lazy people to work, I am for_it. But
before I would deny a man the right to eat I would want ﬁo know
he 18 strong physically, sound mentsally,and that the work is
not beyond his csepacity. I know some peopple take advantage of
the goodness of thelr fellew men and Eﬁrgte:‘éﬂ to be 111 when they
are not. If there 1s any way to tell the laiy from the gick and
infirm, I would be for 1t. There are some men who take advantage
of the writ of habeaus @orpus to egcape Just punishmnet. But I
wouldnnot want the wrlt suspended. Some people take advantage 6f
the Bill of Rights to keep from telling the truth. But-I would
not want the Bill of Rights repgaled. The o0ld maxim of English
Justice® It is better that ninety and nine gullty persons go
unpunlshéd than that one innecent man should suffer® is a geod

rule. It%is better to feed several lazy pecple than that one

industriocus man should starve, when"he 1s 111 or feeble from

age.
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In the early days of the Great Depression Presidentl"
RoosevYelt bought up some flour te bolster the sagging prices 6f
wheat and distributed it to the hungry who were out of work.
This brought a protest from all over the country that shook the
state houses to their foundations. BSome of the men who oblected
to thie free distributionm: of flour then would not like to be
eohfrbnted with thelr own arguements now. 1 am sufe they wbuid
rather the sublect were never mentioned again. If it were not
to right a wrong that was done innocent people I would be glad
to leave it alone. But Jjustice to the onew who suffered demsnds
that the wliole story, in all 1te sordid ugliness, be told.

Most of the big cities distributed the flour through
the Red Cross to hﬁngry pecple out of work, But many eof the
rural counties turned back the flour. They told the Red Cross
1t was not needed. Many poor Negroes were dying with ﬁellagr&
because of a poor diet. But the free distribution of Ilour would
encoﬁrage laziness among them. Many of them were forced to work
twelve hours a day for fifty cents or less or starge. Somé of
them elmost starved while they'wmnrkbﬁ&gliﬂ. Some of the men
who obJected so loudly to the free distribution of flour had
to take a PWA Job before the depression was over.

Many'pe?ple are very leud ini‘thelr objections to the
ﬁglfare Department taking care of illeglitimstecchildren. If
there is any way to stop the propogstion of 1llegzt1mate
children in a humane way, I am for it. But I am not willing to
starve the child to punish his parents. Seversl years before

organized
the Welfare Department was h-*.m a white woman in Alabama
drowmbd her 1llegitimate child. At the trial she told the
judge she hed to drown the child or see it starve. She proved.




in court such a pathetic story of her own desperate piight | ﬁr
that the judge was almost in tears. She is now serving a life
term: in the woman's prison of Alsbama. I would rather.feed
the 1llegitimate thldren than see them drowned to keep them
from starving. |

If there 1s any good way to étop people from drawing
their unemployment compensation when they do not need 1£, I
am for 1t. But I would not bewwilling to deny a man the rightita
his compensation Just because he 1s offered any sort of Job.
The Job might be one he could not fill. It m¥ght be beyon& his
physical strength or toe far away. Thie 1s the reason the present
law gives the man the right to refuse the job if he 1is not
satisfled with i1t. No doubt many take advanﬁage ef this right
and refuse work they could easily do. But I know of no«way
to compel a free man to work against his will without voilating
the Bill of Rights. Our unemployment insurance and our Social
Becurity pensions are our gtrongest bulwark today against
another depression. If it were not for these two sources of
income we might soon be facing another '29.

7 Objectors to our social security gnd welfare agencles
speak often of our high taxes. But our social welfare work isa _
not the cause of our high tazes. The resl cause of high taxzes
is wars, past, present and future. Wars are caused by hunger,
false propaganda, oppressiom and slavéry. If the United States
had no neighbors except the rfree,prosperous,intelligent English,
Danes and Scandinsvians we would never have another war. Of |
whom are we afraid? It is the people whe are being robbed of

their liberty, starved while they work, blinded by false prop &~
ganda. These people do not know who are their enemies. They

are so desperate they strike blindly at any one called their

enenmy.




