BROTHERHOOD OF MAN.

The most effective and devoted brotherhood of man
over seen in this world was the little band of fisher-
‘men Jesug gathered together on the shores of Gallilee.
The faith that He placed in this little group is truly
‘amazing. Perhaps it would not be too maeh to séy that
He placed in their hands, s9 far'as.a thing of such mo-
ment could be placed in humen hands, the destiny of the
humen race. With this 1iftle bend of antrsined helpers
He dared t0 throw a bridge over & stream that humanity

.never hefore had crossed. With this little grouwp of un-
known, untrained followers He attempted things th&t-thé
greatest kings, philosophers, and law-giverg had tried in
vain to do. |

There is no doubt they 1aunéhed the greatest spirit-
ual swekening ever gseen in this world. And they did this

in an age that was the most materialistie and the desad-

est spiritually since the beginning of civilization. they

laid the foundstions for a deep end satisfying sPiritual
life. But aside from their spirituasl lesdership their in- .
flaehce on the human rsce can hardly be told. In this lit-
tle gioap genuine demoeraéy‘had its birth. Barthoﬁdi's |
Statute of Liberty represents a woman holding aloftja
toriwh to guide men_out_of darkness. It was the task of
these men to hold aloft the first torch of liberty ever

lighted for men. For certain clagees there had been a




o

©

s

measure 0f liberty before their day. But theirs was the

Pirgt blow ever struck &t the shackles that bound’ the
magssesd of humanity. Theirs was the first faith ever to
ecatch the vigion of & human soeiety transformed. No other
band of men of their strength and numbers ever accompiish-
ed go much.

It iz true thet the way of life, the vision, the new
value of human lifé wag His. They did not cleim credit for
a gingle thought or a single ideal. It was His vision of
é better world that they proclaimed to men as the Kingdom
of God. But it was their tesk to carry it to men. A} His
death He had never Eeen a hundred miles from His native
village. No great city of the Roman Empire had ever heard
of Him. Outgide of this little group not & single line had
ever been written of Him. Had it not been for them His
burning words, that had s0 deeply moved the throngs on
the'shéres of Gallilee,wounld have soon been forgotten.

With wkat great qualities of leadership did Jesus
ingpire these men? We know they were divinely lead and

ingpired. But God never does anything by divine sageney

that can be accomplished as well by human. in training

these men Jesug must have brought every force to bear
upon humen power that would make it more effective. What
great human qualities did He develop in this little group
that made it the most effective and powerful organiza-
tion of all time? If we could eorrectly'ansWQr this ques-

tion we might point the way out of the dark velley of
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materialism and spiritusl deadness of our own age. In

the correct answer to this question we might find the
golden key that would unloek for men all the treasures

of the-&ingdom of Gad. If we could correctly cnswer this
question, and cowld convince men that we had, we might
start humanity on the maeeh to universal peace &nd & plane
of righteous living beyond our wildest dreams.

Whit ‘was the gréat dynemic force of early Christi-
anity? Where could we find the answer betier than in
Jesus' own words? When they told Him that His mother and
hretheen sought Him He asnwered, Who is my mother, or my
brethren? Then looking round on the little group of faith-
ful ones He said, "Behold my mother and my brethren. For
whogoever ghall domthe will of God, the same is my brother,
and my sister, and mother.™ Here was & band of men united
in & holy unselfish cause ﬁhat transcended &ll ties of
family or blood. 'The world hﬁd never seen such & thing be-
fore. It is doubtful if it has since. Here was a holy
cause that trangcended all racisl and socisal iines and
bound men e¢loser than a brother.

At first He found among them all the petty jealousies,
envyings, and divisions that have been like anvils on #&he
feet of marching humanity. But His own noble unselfish ex-
ample had put all such baser aims to shame. He left then

with &1l such discord trempled under foot. ihey loved each

other to the death, they trusted each other with interests

dearer than 1life itself. Humanity neede such & tieras that
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worse than anything else. In unity of purpose, in unselfQ
igh devotion to a holy cause, in complete self-forgetfull-
ness it ig doubtful if the world ever saw a band of men
anited as they werae. It.was not by.the power of wealth,
for they were very poor; it was not by the aQVantage of
high social position, for they were from the common ranks
of 1ife;“it was not by force of intellect, for they were
not learned in the arts or scfeﬁcés; it was in the fidel--
Aty of their union that they shook the world.

If some great cause could unite Christianity today as
their hands were united nothing would be impsssibie. Sueh
& union would lead men into & 1li¥e g9 rich and full that -
it would make &ll known life on earth eppear poor and beg-
garly indeed. We could drive poverty from the face 0of the
earth. We could drive back every disease &nd every scourge
that threatens humen life or human happiness. We could make
& pallid eheek or & withered limb &o rare.that men would be
shocked at the sight. In such e union all thought of war
would be utterly abhorred. In the strength of such a un-
ion we could make the naked desert more fruitful than the
fairest valley today. Then even the winds and the sea would
abey us and the stars in their courses would fight for men's
goodl |

The grestest weakness of humanity is, and has slways
been discord, division, strife. A4 divided hamanify kept
man in barbarism for untold ages. It has been the chief

obataclBbe to every forward step toward & better human re-
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lationship and & fuller and happier human 1ife. 4 brother-
hood of.man ig, and has been from the beginning, the
greatest need of man.

Meny timez & group of men have heen united for &
selfish cause that transcended all tiesuof family or
bloosd. #For riches, for glory, or for power men have
turned their back on 2ll earthly ties and espoused &
common cause unflinchingly in the face of death. Such
a union is always invincible. The only thing that keeps

| triwnphsnt
& group of men like that from Zidimg™*-: over a divided
humenity is that their own ranks are éoon divided by
gtrife. Their own thirst for riches, glory, or power soon
divideg them.

éhen men are united by force they can be terribly
dangeroud. Hitler has proven to the world what a united
Germany can do. 1 am glad there is three thousand miles
of ocean between his ghores and ours. 30 far he hag gotten
everything he asked for. The only limit to his power,
unless he meets snother foree 1ike his own, is how long
he can keep Germany united. With democracy divided asg it
ig, is it any wonder that the whole of EBurope trembles
every time he stampa hisg foot? But éuch & union as Hitler's
Germany or Mussolini's Italy. can only raise up mighty em-
pires to deatroy each other.

Oh for & holy unselfish caunse to unita'humanityl 8
caugse that would knit the hearts and souls of men to-
gether: a csuse that would tranacend all earthly ties.

all geopraphical bounds, and &ll racisl and soeisl lines!
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Jesus bequeathed to His followers such a cause. If Christ-
ianity would only grasp it it would lead us into a life

g0 rich and full that heaven and earth would meet. In the
strength of such & union the Kingdom of God would indeed

eome on aearthl!




