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CHRIS T TAN BUILDILG.
Matt. 7:24-29.

“Therefﬁre ﬁhoaoever heareth these saysing os mine,
aﬁd doeth them, I will liken him unbo & wise man, which
built his house upon & rock."  Iatt.7:24.

| Every man is building his housé somewhere. The gues-
tion is not whether you are building & bouse, but where?
You do not choose to build, but only the place. The dms-

tiny of that house is shaped by the life we live here, If

‘you build a house of wood or brick or stone, you live in

it only a short time. If you find you do not like it, you
may sell 1t or exchange 1t for another. You may live here
in & house that some else built. But the house eternal will
be of your own building. And it will last forever.

It is true that s man can, if he Tinds that his house
ig built on hollow empty ground,'tear it down and build

it over. But this is.e hard job, as every one will tes-

- tify who hasg tried it. And he may find , after it is too

late, that hig house is built on shiftingssands. The time
in which we hﬁve to build is so short, znd once that time
ié past its destiny ls fixed forever.

| Youn notice thét Christ lays emphasis on the found-
ation of the house. He says nothing if its sarchitecture.
The construction of this house is of less importance ﬁh&n
its locality. If all the building lots on the way of life
were gooa g0lid ground this would not be the case. Christ?s
greatest fear seemed t0 be that men would build on loose |

ghifti ngEgands.




Yo
aybe this arigses partly from the fact that there is
-4 possipility of improving the house in another world, if
its foundation is l1aid on good a0lid rock that will not
fail ug in the great disolution. Life is so short, and most

of us spend a good part of that dbuilding on a sand bank.
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We find when our time is almost up that we have wasted our
labor. 3ometimes we 40 not make this discovery till the
evening of iife ig upon us. ihen we must tear it down to
the groand and build in enother place, Before we have hard-
1y begun the grim reaper comes and we are finighed. Or
have we finished? I am sure it will be finished for those
who have built on the sand. But I am BOot 80 sure about
those who have built on & rock. 1 would hate to think that
gome g£o0d men and wormen will have to gpend efernity in the
dark little house they have built for themselves here. Uhe
close little rooms they have shut themselves up in, with
only a little gguare hole for a window, will be very ur-
éomﬁortable to live in forever.Here they refuse «11 fellow-
ship with all who do not subscribe to all their 1ittle
narvow creed. I do not believe &ll these have built on
shifting gsands. Some of them huve, but not all. Some have
chogsen Zo0od solid rock for their 1lives. But they have

':{Mj built it too small and narrow. They are going to have 1o
enlurge them, oOr they will be mighty‘uncomfbrtable'in

that world where all God's children live like one family. -

It would be far better to build our house commodius and o~

beautiful here. But we need not despalr if honest ig-

norance cauges us gsome mistakes. Only be sure your house
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is built on good s91lid rock. Christ said this was mos?t

1important. 0 God, help us %o build on solid rock that will

not feil ug in tthat grim hour.

There sre shifting sand banks on the way of 1ifé
plainly marked, "Danger, do not huild your house here!l"
Yot men will take & chance end build even here. With all
the tragic ends of a drink ridden life crying, "Bewarel"
men will build their lives on this accursed spo%. With ’
the frowning doorg of prison star;ng them in the face men
will stesl., Seversl years ago they found & man on the
roudside deud over in iissigsippi. In his pocket there
was & half emptied bottle of denatured aleohol. It was
plainly marked,"Poison," and,for the benefit of thos who
gould not read,fthere w;s the grisly sign of the skull
andoeroos bone. With thet sinister figure sturing him in
the face he diank and died. He might have cslled that tuk-
ing & chance. But he was walking into the jaws of death with
his eyes wide open. You cannot mark the pitfells of 1ife
0 pluinly that some will not disregard the warning.

But there are other sand banks of life not so plain~
ly mar@ed. Whey look like good =olid ground. But they are
not resting on solid rock. How muany men build thier housge
on material pogsessions. There 18 no appesrance of danger
here. Yhe place 1ooks safe. Eut what a shifting sand bank
it turns out to be when & man resches the end of his life.

When 8 man spends his whole life gathering possessions

what o desert faces him when he comes to dhe,!
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Thers érs more men who build on this foundation than
any other. With what zeal men devote their lives to:this
one end. A8 if there were nothing esle worth living for.
They know that mahy are hungry and many are colda. They know
that many are sinking in despair. But they have no time to
zive to works of mercy or love. They are 100 busy guther-
ing leaves snd trash to heed the cry of &n immortal spirit.'
4 man who builds his'eternal houge on these things is just
as surely building on gand as the outcasts of men. Some
day he will see the foundations of his house slipping from
uner nim. | |

Christ tell us of one poor fellow who built his house
hera. e thought he was on good so0lid ground. How secure
he felt when he sszid, "Soul, thou hast much goods luld wp
for many yeurs; tuke tﬁina ease, eat, drink, snd be nerry."
But when God called t9 him in the small hours of the night,

-

"?hy soul 1is reguired of thee,™ He heard the beams of hig

~house cracking over his head, as the sunds gave way. He

found, when it was too late, he had built his house on the
gand. |
Then, wipere must a man build his house? How shall

we xnow when we are building on solid rock? On whuat rock
ghall g man build his house eternal? This house is to be
sur home forever. 0 God, help us 1o build it on good solid
groand. The only enduring rock ié Christ. But haé not this
been said so often thut it has become, to many, simply &

platitude, & truism without a meaning? We all know that
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Jesug is the great Rock. But how is e man to know when he
ig building on Christ? There are thousands who assent that
Christ is the only sure foundation, yet they build thelr
liveas on the same shifting sandes that have béen the ruin
of millionsg. How are we 1o know when we are building on
Christ?

o man is bullding his house on Christ till he lays
the foundation on the same solid rock on which Chrigt
bullt Hie. Granting that Christ was divine, thut He was
the true and only Scn'of Géd the Father, that He had all
power in heaven and earth, we also know the He was also
very much a men. Hig life here on earth was the mogt human
life ever lived. He had to choose the foundations for that
life. At waht time He made Hig choice and chose the endse
for which He would live we do not know., Neither does it
matter. We:know thut, at some time in Hie great human
life, He chose to live for man's redemption. He looked on
the harvest fields of the world, saw they were ripe for
the reaping, and bowed His sacred head to the great task.
Whether He knew at the time that this would cost Him His
1ife or lesrned the fact later we know that He did see
before the end that his choice would cost Him His life.
When He found that this way would 1aéd to & shameful
death He neither flinched nor faltered. In that dey Ee
choge 0 1live and die for man's redemption. Then Christ's
life was grounded on love for His neighbor-~ a deep -

dying love that did not shrink even from death. Ko matter
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what ereéd a man may hold, nor how much light he may
clsim to have, if his religion is not grounded on an
undying love for men and women, His house is not built
on Christ.

We.algo know that, &t some time in Christ's human |

life He chose to do the will of the Hesavenly rfather. In
the garden of Gethsemane, when He was about 4o drink the
bitterest cup any man ever raised to his lips, we hear
him say, "Hot my will, but thine, be done!™ But we know
this wes not the first time He said it. in the day thet
He chose the foundation for His life on earth, He said,
"ot my will, but thine, be done!"™ It was then that He
éhosa to make His life gsubject to-a grester will than
His own. The foundation of all true religion is a desire
to please God. @G0 the the houses of shaume, the prisons,
the gallows, and the electric chair, and look on the
wrecks of humanity there. These are the men and women who
chose to live as they pleased. A mun who fears no God will
obey not law. ILf & men‘s will is not subject to One great-
er than himself his house is not built on Christ.
We know that, al some time in Christ's buman life,
He believed God's gfeat promise. No msn ever looked On
='f*} - g more hopeless spectucle than Chriet esaw in the nations
| in the daye of Augustus Caesar. It was a sight that would
mgke the heart sick. Grim despair or triuphant hutred was
written on the faces of all men. But the Father had promised
that these kingdoms would become the kingdom of God. And

Christ believed Him. In the face of these staggering dif-
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ficultles He believed that a love like Hig would ¢onguer
these wicked nations. the world has never yetl accepted
the faith and vision of Christ for what it really was.
We huve attached to9 much importance 1o iHis graatl power
and not enough to a single faith that bridged such un-

believable gulfs. He did not use Hims great power to con

quer the kingdoms of this world. When Jumes and John
asked Him to call down fire from heaven %o punish Hig
snemies, He said, "Ye know nﬁt what manner of spirit ye
are of. Foxr the Soﬁ of man igs not come to desiroy men's
lives, but to save them."™ When Peter drew the awbrd 0
defend Him in His waakesf howr He made him put it up.

The only power Christ ever used to conquef men‘s hear ts

 wag the power of His great love.

And that love was subjeet to the same bitter dis-
appointmeﬁts that oure is. Even His great love often
failed to conguer the hearts of men. How man times His
only reward was hatred and emvy. And still He believed.

How often we hear the sad compdaint that & life of
gelf-denial and devotion is & failure. How the faith of
mer havelheen tried in the last few troubled yesrs. Yet
the outlook is no darker today than at the close of His
own great life. Viewed by faltering human faith, His
1ife too, ended in fallure.Viewed by pure human faith
it wag the most tregic failure of sll ages. for His
deyotion t9o men He was paidrin stripes and bruises. Sone
0f the sublimest thoughts He ever brought to men were

received with scorn and mockery. Kven Hia friends often
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tried His patience with their stupidity snd ihdifferqnce.

When He tvried. to turn their thoughts to divine things they

would be thinking only of fish and bread. Finally he cazme

to the end--~the most tragic and shameful end that ever

closed a human 1£fe. A4S he hung on the cross what did

he have to sﬁpport & single hope? Nothing bul the promise

of God. He had no more than we have., And still He believed.
Hug His love failed? Today, after nearly two thous-

and years, it is the mightiest force on sarth. On whom

sre the eyes of the nations turned today, but to Him?

The crycof the war-ridden, heart-broken world today 1is,

"rell us of the Man of Gallilee." If & man's life is not

grounded in & great faith it is not laid in Chriet. In

thig troubled day how we need to hear His cheerful re-

agsuring voice, “Feér not, 1ittle fiock. It is the Father'e

own good pleasuré to give you the kingdom."
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