2
CHRISLI AN IIIS5I0NS.

"ind that repentance and remission of sins should be
preaeﬂed in his name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem." Luke 24:47. _

If Christisn people worked as hard, and with ag much
faith, to establish the teaching of Jesus Christ ss the
communists 4o to establish the philosophy of Carl HMarx
Christ's hope of a Christian world might soon be realized.
There ig no way of life ever Offered to men that brought
nalf the benefits to those who embraced it ag Christianity
has. There is no religion that has brough? such riches,
happiness, and security to 1ts converte as the religion
of the lowly Nazerene. Lhere hés never been an individual,
a trive, or & nation that accepted Christianity in sinceri-
ty and truth that was not made richer, happier, and more
gecure even in thig life by its teachings. if'rom the poor
drunkard,ﬁhoae family ie raised from rags and poverty o
respectable plenty,to the barbarious Angles and Saxons,
who were raised from barbarism to the highest e¢iviliza~
tion ever known, every people who have accepted this way
of 1life have been blessed & hundred fold. Then can some
oneé tell us why Christians are so slow to share these
benefits with others?

In one of the countvies of the State 0f Georgia there
was a c¢ounty officer who wags & member of the Primitive
Baptist Church. He was & man of sterling character, and
held the eonfid&nee of all his neighbors regardless of

ehurch affiliations. One day a group of friends from the
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Miésionary Baptist Ghurch visited him, to persusde nim to
join their church. They told him that he was too broad-
minded and progressive to belong to a church that opposged
misgions. He listened to ﬁheir proposal with an open mind,
but after they had finished he asked them some pointed
guegtions about the missionary program of their church.
ihe answer 10 thses questions brought out the amount each
@eorgia Baplist had contributed to the cause of miséiona
lhe past year. With & twinkle in hie eye the 0ld man pulled
out fifteen cents and said he believed he would join if
that was all 1t cost. “he actual figures will show thet
Georgia lethodists and other missionary minded Christisans
did but little vettex.

With a world groping in darkness and sin we have only
fifteen cents each to save it. This is not the spirit of
Chrigt. He was the greatest missionary that ever lived.

He believed in the truth He came to teach 8o much that

no piice was (00 great that men might know it. When He
looked on the harvest fields of the world Hie great soul
was moved with & mighty passion that they might be brought
to_a better way of life. nor did He stop with merely hoping
fo¥ these things. How the great giving heart of Jesusg must
be grieved at what we are ;willing to give %0 suve u world.
48 He looks on those who shared 80 richly in what He guve,
we can almost hear Him say, "and is this all my pospel is
worth to you? Tfuly, it costkme far more than that."

The gquegtion has been raised, even in Chrisgtian
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lands, Is Christienity suited to all races of men? Some
have goﬁe go far as to say that some races would be betier
off without Christianity. We know that Christ believed it
wag suited %o all races. How many times He told Hig dis~
ciples that this gospel must be preached to every race of
men. We know that Paul believed 1t was for all men. Yhese
are the two gregtest exposifors of the Christian religion,
and no man can honestly say that they did not believe
Christianity was the heritage of all mankind. We have
found some races and tribes who refused to zccept 1t.

But every one of these, g0 far, have failed to hold their
own in the march of humenity. We have other races who have.
accepte& Christianity only in name. ihen the war-like v
tfibes of Germany accepted Chrigtianity they refﬁsed to
have thelir right arms bapt}zed, gignifying by this om-
,ission that they intended to continue to use these memn-
bers in defisnce of the tedchings of Christ. Barbarians
that they were, they knew that the teachings of Corist
condemned their way of life. We have many individusls

who accept Christisnity in this way. 50 nany poeple who
have joined the dhurch hava-only had their heads wet.
Their hends, their feet, and their hearts are still
unbaptized. Sam Jones sald not %ery many tongues had

been baptized. But no people has ever accepted this way
of life in sincerity and truth thét were not made infi-
nitely richer and happier by it. Until they do we will
continue to believe, as He d id, that this way. of life

ig beget for all men.
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One 0of the reagons why the spread of Chrigtisnity
has been 0 slow ig the difficulty of persusding men
and women to underteke such a radical change in their
lives. No other religion hae ever dared to propose such
& radical change in the thought, purpose, and &cis of
human life. From the most secret thought-to the boldest
act it creis, "Repent, and turn from these things." It
ig a rightfabo&t-face religion. Sam Jones homely phraee,
"Quit your maannéss," hag, id different formg, been
always the battle ory of the Christian religion.

Huny religions have some materisl sdvantage to

offer their converts. Some religions make their appesal

to men by promising to satisfy some baser passion of

the human hesart. Christians camnot do either. We can
neither promise to satiefy man's lust or greed. Even

if the baser paésions of the humen heart were innocent
no honest man could promise to satisfy them. A religion
that promises satisfaction for any baser passion is
promising an impossibility. They ocan not be satisfied.
They g0 on growing stronger and stronger till they
destroy the man that gives them rein. But the buser
pasgiong of the heart sre not innocent. They can only
be fed by preying on those who ure wesker. We know that
the only hope for men is to huve these passions destroyed
and holéer ones to take their place. This the sublinme
faith of Christianity undertakesg to do. But it is &

stupendious tasgk.
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One of the fustest growing religions in the world
today isg communism. It makes its strongest appéal to
the down trodden and oppressed. It promises all men s
fair share in the material things of life. If the philos-
ophy of Carl Marx could deliver all the benefite it
promises to men it would indeed be a noble religion.

But it cannot do it., Until all men are equal mentally

and physicually nothing but a great love cun assure uall

snnequal share in the material things of life. If &ll
men were endowed with equal strength physically &nd
mentslly, end all applied themselves with equal dili-
gence to material ends, it is doubtful if &1l would

share zlike in the material things of life. The acci-
dents and hazurds of 1ife are too muny und veried for

21l men to have the same fortune. But with unequal en-~
dowments nothing short of a great love for our neigh-

bor will insure &ll men & fuilr share in the blessings

of 1ife. For this glorious day Christianity hopes as
ardently a8 communism ever has. But here the communists
have the advantage over us. A8 ambassadors of Curist we
dare not promise more thun we can give. Our Lord was very
cérefal not to do this. When one came running to Him, and
gaid, "Good Master, I will follow thee whitersoever thou
goest.& Jesus saw that he was expecting some great ad-
vantage from his conneg¢tion with the llaster. It was easy
t0 think thet a man with sueh gifts, power, and popu-
larity ae Christ had both riches and honor to give His

friends. Out of His great honest hearti: He discourage&
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any such hopss. He gave him this solémn warning, "The
foxes have holes und the birds of the air have ne;ts.
but the So9n of mun hath not where to lay his head."

Ghristianity does bring material benefits to those
ﬁho embrace it. It has msde whole nations rich. 4 French
embassador once asked Queen Victoris to give him & reaéon
for the superior wealth and security of the-English reople.
The great womsn handed him the Bible. But materisl wealtp.
does not come as a direct benefit to those who embrace
Christianity. Such blessings come a8 an indirect reward:
for the superior thrift and industry of Christian people.
We can promise neither riches or worldly honors to those
who embrace our religion. All we can offer is a crossg. We
know it brings untold wealth and happiness t0 all who will
gmbrace it, but it is hard to counvince a selfish world thut
this is 80, W0 them ii gesms a hard and heavy cross.

Before we can win men to this way we must persuade
them to surrender their wille to another. Even Christ
had.to do this. It is hard for a mun %0 surrender his
will to another. If you would know how hard it is for men
to gurrender their wills go look on the wrecks oI humunity.
Qur prisons,our alms houses, and our slums are full of men

and women who chose to live as they pleased. All this

| degredation snd ruin have they chosgen rather than sur-

render their wills. But there is no other way into the
Christian life. 4 will surrendered to God is the very

foundation of a Christian kifes.,
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If we could blow on our hands and save men, if we
eould repeat some magical! formula and turn them from
death to life,if we could f@ach them gome creed that
would regenerate thelr lives, 1f we could purify their
heardts with some bvaptismal rite, we would do it. If we
conld take the punishment for other people's ging und
save them sbme of us would even do thut. But when God
gaye the hearts 0f these sinners must be changed, know-
ing from bitier experience the chains that bind fhen,
it staggers buman faith. When Exekiel stood over the
valley of dry bones,and the spirit of God said, "Son
of man, can these bones live?" He unswered, "0 Lard
God, thou knowest." He did not ssy it could not be
“done, but a grave éoubt ig implied in the: answer.

When the Christian looks on & world in sin and daiknass,
and the spirit of Chriet says, "Son, can these sinners
live?® he answers ,"0O Lo:erod,wthou knowest." But it
is juét guch a f&itl:l that God regquires in men who would

win the world to Him.
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