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Dr. Golvert T.Rowe says, "The first great mis-
interpretation of Christianity.was sacrementalism.
When the church turned into this blind alley it for-
800k the prineiplés of salvation by fuith for salvation
by magic.”

Sacrémentaliem in its worst form is a superstition.
When a mén depends on watlter baptiam or the bread ind wine
.of the Lord's supper to give him & pure heart, he no longer
has & faith, he only hus a superstition. Eitxisahardgmo
kesprany great religious force from being dorrupted by
superstition. There are two reusons why superstition is so
hard to keep out of religion. One is man's natursal vener-
ation for holy things. HKvery good man feels a refarence
for the church, the office of the ministry, and even fsr
the vessels of God's house. 4 man once worked with me sone
time without knowing L was 2 minister. When he found it .
ouat, he said, "I didn‘t know you were & preacher., If I
have ever said«anythiﬁg in your presence that was unbe-
coming | hope you will excuse if." The sgencies of religion
have 80 much that is good, pure, énd holy aseocisted with
them & man would have to be a heathen at heart not to feel
a reverance Ffor them. 4 rational feeling of reverence for
holy things is good. But when that venerstion reaches the
point that a man cannot tell & bad ministry from a good

one, and cannot distinguish between the materiul symbol
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and the'very presence of God it pecomes a dangerous
gupergtition. | |

A great faith gives wings to every faculty of the
vody or soul. 4 grest faith cun raige a man fron the
lowest walks of 1ife to sit with kings. 4 great fuith
took John Bunyan from mending pots und paneg and mude
him the greatest author of his apge. But & superstition
has exuctly the opposite‘effect orl men. 1t mukes glaves
of men. A greét faith m&kes.a man independent and fesgr-
less, but superstition binds him with the chaing of slavieh
fear.

This brings us 1o the gecond reason why it is hard
t0o keep superatition our of religion. Selfish designing
men find it & handy lever for oppression. Such men en-
courage uan abnormal reverence for holy things for thelr
own guin. Sacrementalism and-priest-eraft alwaye g0 hand
in hand. In avery cafe where sacrementalism is fostered
on men there is a certain clasé of men who cdaim the
exclusive right to sdminister the sacrements. This gives_
“them power over the consciences of men thatl God his never
guthorized.

It wag this gquestion that ceaused the clash between
Eartin Luther and the Roman church. Luther dared to say
that every man had the right to go to God for his own
galvation. It is easy enough 1o say that today, but it
$00k a heroic spirit to say it then. Thege men accused

Luther of striking a death blow at the ministry itself.
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if every mun hus the right to go %o God himeelf for
salvation, of what use is the Chrigtian ministry?

Such guestions sound childish to us, but they were
geriuos guestions then. Instesad of'trying to destroy
the Christian ninistry Luther was trying 1o makerthe
ninigtry truly Christisn. In a religion where every man
must muke his own pesce with God there 1s fur more work,
hard work, for the ministry than in one that depends on
the magic of gscrementalism. But it is not the kind of
work that sppeals to a lazy and gelfish ministry. You
can not blow on your hands and turn men from thelr sins.
4 lazy selfish ministry does not relish the kind of work
that Paul, Luther, and Wesley did.

Any religion that depends on gome outward rite or
form for saivation is @ sacrementsl religlon. It tukes
diff@rant.forms in different churches. In the Romun
ehurdh it is a pompous religion, full of deep mystery
and extravagunt of form and ritual. In some of the
prétestant religions it is u simple Democrutic religion,
depending on water baptism for salvation. But as much
gg they differ in ourward form they are alike at heart.
In each you will find one group of men who claim o hold
the keys to the Xingdom of God, and that no one can cone
in without their permission or sanction.

Sacrementalism hag doubtlese caused more confusion
in the churdh thun any other subjedt. Even before Paul's

denth there was such confusion in the (9¥inthina Gh@rCh
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over water baptism that Paul thanked God that he had
not baptized sany more of them. He said as much emphsatic-
glly, snd that Christ had not senit him to baptlize 1o
preach the gospel. What would he have suid if he had
1ived a few centuries snd seen the spperstition that
grew up around the Christian.sacrements? If the ssacre-

ments of the church were given by our Lord they were

only given &g symbols of greater things. He certuinly

did not depend on either to chunge men's hearts. If they
were not given by His authority they have no force in
His church. If they had never been used for any other
purpose than mere symbols there never would have been
guch confusion over them.

"he sacrement of water baptism was a symbol of

the prification of the believer. In nature water does

wagh &nd purify unclean things. This makes it a fit
gymbol for the washihg of the gpirit, 1% is & natursl

symbol of & spiritusl purificetion. The regeneratlion of

gn immortal spirit cannot be a naturul process. Fhysically

g Christisn is no cleaner than & sinner. It tukes just

as much soap and water to clean & good man as it does &

bad one. dost of my life I have had to toil with my own

hands for my daily bread. I have come from ny work meny

times when a man would have had to examine me pretly close

to tell if I was white. I mauy die with some of that old
dirt on me. Many a rail rogd man has. But I had rather

die couted With honest dirs then die with one doller in
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my pocket that waé-not honestly mine. Bankers say thet
paper money is one of the filthiest things in the world.
One who handies monéy gll the time can hardly keep his
fingers clean. But if & bank teller always counte his money
honestly and gives every man his dues the dirt on his fingers
will not keep him out of heaven. The slick fingered uriist,
with fingers 80 goft and delicate that he can detect the
click in the combinstion of & safe, has much whiter and
cleaner fingers than_an nonest bank teller or & rail rosd
man. But that does not keep him from being & thief. There
is no connection biween the dirt that gets on a bank
teller's fingers and the moral degenerscy that would make
him steal. Christ cume to save men and women from moral
an spiritual uncleanness.
Slavation by faith is a reasonable salvation. When
g man is converted to a greet faith hésis a changea'man.
He chunges his habits, his paseions, his whole sttitude
of life. Sam Jones said that he dreamed one night thut
he had signed a man's note for five thousand dollers,
and that the man had defasulted. He said he thought he
went to the bank and told the cashier that he did not
"have a penny, but that he would pay every dollar of the
note if they would only give.him & little time. Lthen he
waked up and found that he did not owe five thousand
dollars.But he said he was glad he did not sct & rascal
even in his sleep. & converted man is & good man even in
hig sleep. A purely sscrementsl religion is not a reason-

sble religion. If God saves me because I have been bap-
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tized with ~water and condemns because I have not, what
reason could Ee have for doing it? In days of 9ld, when
God called men to repentance and life, He said, "Come
and let us reason together." In evefy discourse-éhrist
eaver had with men Xe appealéd t0 their sound reason and
COmmon sense.

A8 & symbol of regenerstion water buptism is =a
beautiful and precious thing. It is a symbol 9f the
gpiritual regeneration that comes from u great faith.
There can be no sglvation without such a regeneratiop.

4 spritual birth is as essential to a spiritngl ikife

a8 a natural birth is to & natural one. Water baptism

ig a reminder that our original stute is oﬁé of unclean-~
Nnegs, aﬁd,th&t we nmust be waghed before we are fit to
enter into a new life.

ihe breud and wine are symbols also. Bread snd wine
are foods. They nourish the body and prolong physical
life. #or that reuson they are gsuituble symbols of thut
heavenly food thet nourishes the gpirit. But the spirit
of man cannot be nourished by natural foods. If 1t could
the mors a man eats the better mun he would be. We know
this 1s not true. Eating and drinking has destroyed mors
men than any other excess. One of the first pasgsions
& reasonable man must subdue«ls his natursl appetite.
Whnen a mah or womarn exercisesg moderstion and refuses
to eat or drink‘more than ie good for them, that is &
moral sct. If he does this that he nay iiVe closer 1o

God and be more ugseful to his neighbor it &3 a religious
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the bread and wine are also memoriuls. I think the
swéetest name I ever hesrdi them called by was "Dear
memorials of & dying Lord." A memorisl can be é very
precious vthing. When I was & boy there waé a little
cheap trunk in one corner of the old log house. It con-
tained & little pair of shoes, a little coat, und o few
battéred toys. Our gray-heired mother still had this
little trunk when she died. We children never opened
that trank. lio one ever forbad 1t, there was no need.
We knew there was only one puir of hunds in sll the world
worthy of that honor. BSometimes when we cume tearing
through the house like & storm we would find her sitting
over the little box with some of the sucred articles in
her lap, the tears fast falling over them. Ho one needed
to say then, "Children,be guiet." As s00n as we saw her
there was & sélemn hush through the whole group of nolsy
youngsters., 1t seems 10 me now that even the old dog knew
the'sanctity of those hours of love and sorrow, and walked
very soberly. Those were memorials.

ihe bread and wine sare memorials of our elder brother. -
He left us these to remember the dark day he lald down
Hig 1ife for men.

if we could regover one 0f the bldody foot printe
of the heroes of Valley Forge what & shrine of liberty
it would be. We could s ay to the youth of america,"lhis

ig what your liberty cost our fathers." The elements of
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bread end wine are not the body and blood of Christ
litterally. They are only lis footsprints---the

bloody foot-prints of the greistest hero that ever

died.




