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FOLLOWIKG VISION WITH SERVICE.

Mark 9: 14-29.

L

On the Mount of Transfigueation Peter said, "Master,
if 1s good for us to be here; and let us make three taber-
nacles; one for thee, and one for Moses , and one for
Eliss . ™ Mark says the reason he sald this, wasg, that he
didn't know anything esle to say. They'were &ll sorely
afraid. Even if Peter's words were spoken without dué
thought he gives expression to a universal deslre of the
human heart.

Peter did not know that at the foot of the mountalnr
a father's heart was breaking. This father had a son who
sorely afflicted. He had heard of the Great Physicién,andr
héd come in great'hbpe that his son's health would be re-
stored. But all his hopés had been dashedto the ground when

' the'disciples falled to heal him. Of course Peter could not

see the poor dlstracted father wringlng hils hands in des-
rair ﬁhile-the'disciples'and pahrisecs wrangled over the best
‘way to heal Him. unmd he have sesn the anguish written on
nis face, the despéir of a great hope crushed, surely he wol
T would have been willing %o léave any safe and happy retreat_
to come to his rescue. On the Mount of Transflguration, in
the presence of a glorified Master, it was perfectly natural
for him to feel that this glorifled Master and the little
group with Him were all that mattered. How eagy to forget,

then, -thet this glorified Master was the only hope of a
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troubled heért below, and that the great vision had been
giveﬁ them only to strengfhen them to fight his batiles.
God has never yet singled out a man for some great blessing
wlthout evpecting him to share i1t with suffering humanity.
T~ There wassso much that Peter did not know and so 1ittle thas

he did. |

- Ever gince God first shed His grace on men's hearts
we have Dbeen trying to do what Peter proposed to do. Every

man, every famlly, and every race that God ever took into

His favor have soon found their earthly state greatly im-
proved. When God takes a man into His faver he soon Tinds

himself much better off materially; socially, and morally.
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Btraightway then he says, *Let us build.us & secluded house L

- far away from the dirt and filth of common life, out of
héaring of its clamor and strife, far away from its po#erty
and distress. Let ug go far as we can from the hunger and
pain of men, ﬁhere we wlll not be shocked at the sight of
thelr pale faces and gaunt limbs. From this shéltered g
cluded spot we cen serve the Lord more perfectly. Here we
wlll pray eafnestly for the bemighted souls of men. We will
send materlial assltance to make their lives a little more
tolerable. We willl preach, #rom this sheitered secluded

B _ haven, the way of righteousness, peasce and holiness. From
this sheltered God-favored héven we will condemn the ig-
norance the strife and the discord of those unfortunate men

- who are without God's favor. We will tell them hbw dispéeés-
ing to Him are all their evil ways. We will harshly con-

demn their uncleanness and immorslity. Lord, we will do
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great things for these people iT you will Just not aék us
to live with them.

Thank God, there was one great religlous Leader who
was not afraid to liwe with poor raggeddy men. He, too,
could have lived on a monntain top, far_away from the strife
and dlscord of men. He might have picked out & God-favored
haven and bullt a strong wall of special privilegé around:
1t, & s so many of His fallowers have déne. But.He knew you
could not save men that way.
| “Whefe cross tﬁe crowded ways of lifé,

Where sound the cries of race and elan.

Above the nolse of selfish strife,

We hear thywice, O Bon of Man.!

Jesus Christ d1d not love men's souls. He loved men
and women. He loved them Just as they 'are. He loved them _
in their poverty and éfflictions, He loved them in fetters
aﬁd_chains. He loved them in their misery and helplessness,

He loved them when thelr faces were dirty and their clothes

- ragged and torn.

What doss 1t matter to the ponr_benighted‘ﬁindgo‘What
religion promisges to the God—favoréd_ﬁnglish, if thé color
of his skin and a estrange speeéh'forever shuts him out of
all its benefits. The cry of his poor benighted soul 1is,
"Wiat hes vour religiom to offer me?" What does it matter
to the poor biack man what religion promises to the lordly
white face 1f a dusky face 1s to forever shut him out of
1ts blessings? What does 1t matter to a 1little child, sweat-
ing his 1life aﬁay in a dark factory, robbed of an‘educatidm

roboed of the God-given freedom of childhood, plundered and
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gpoiled by greed--- what does 1t matter to nim whet religion'
promises to the sons.of the favored few® The cry that 1s
bursting his heart is, "What has religién for me?" What has
religion, our religion today, to offer to the millions facs:
ing life in dumb hopeless despalr? The only religion that
will ever appeal to them ig one that promises to break their
chaing. |

What a pietufe of religion today are cur eupty churches.
Their tall spires, their stained-glass windows,‘their pluﬂhﬁ
Séated_pews, like their shadowy themes, their empty phemses,
and theilr dead devotions, mean nothing to thelhungry ﬁultin'
tudes. How they migs the Man of Gallilee. When they obme to
us with thelr problems we elther lgnore them or we stand
around like the pharisees and disclples and wrahglgécover
the begt way to help them. Notlce how gladly the crowds
ran to meet Him when they saw Him comlng. They knew the
poor bvoy would get help now. i think they would come run-
ning as gladly ﬁo meet Him today..They do not pome running
to meet us. Our hande éré empty of £ifts. Many disappoint-
menté have taught them they can expect no help from ﬁs.

Wany 18 1t we have néthing to offer the masses of men?
It is because we have tried to nelp them from afar off.
Even Jesus could not do that. He 4id not try. To save a
Hman you must come very near him. You can love a man's soul
with & wide social guld btwee n you. But to love the man
you must croas the gulf and live on his side. The reason
why Christ was heard so gladly by the masses wes that He

went where they were. He was not ashamed or afraid fo eat




where they ate, to sit where they'sat, and to‘walk with.than
through every sorrow.

It is sad to relate, but organized religion today 1s fast
becoming the exclusive property of the great middle and pro-
fessional classes. Where are the tolling suffering multitudes_
who neard the Pfophet of Gallilee so gladly? Where gre the
gpolled and dispossessed masses whose dead hopes were re-
vivled by His graclous promises? Whnere are the twenty million
forgotten‘and dispossess who clalm rich America ﬁé their na-
tive land? They are not in the Christian church. Zven the
great labor unidns-—and théy no longer represent the poor

of our day. Even the labor unions are building strong walls

of special privilege around their own that bars the path of

hope to millions of the dispossei. But e¥en the labor unions
no loﬁger look upon the ¢hurch as thelr best friend.
The great Methodlst movement was once financed by
men and women who paid a penny a week to lts support.
Now 1f a2 man does not givé 8 dollar a week is'counted a

slacker. All this may sound well in financiél,statiStics.

But to the man who knows the history of religlons it sounds

like & death warrant. It may mesn we are on our way out.
Hag any man ever come into this world offering re-

lief end hope to humanlsuffering and been indifferently

recelved? We wonder today at the indifference of men to

the message of the church. We wno have the message to

offer are pronérto aseribe thig indifference to the blind%

ness gnd ciniclsm of the masses. Why are the pews of 6ur
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churches empty?® Why do the crowds turn éway from us and seek |
other physiclans? Is it because men have become so calloused
and hardened in sin that no appeal to righteousness will move
them?® If thie 1s true 1t is cause for great concern and even
alarm. If the measses of men are mére wicked now than they |
have ever been before civilization itself 1s,1n grave danger.
If the wickednesssof men is to be measured by théir indiffer—
ence to the message of the church the masses of our day are
in 2 desperate plight. I hardly think there has been a day |
since the dark ages when men pald as little attention fo what
the leadérs of the Christisn®y church were sayling as they do
today. |

But when we measure the wickedness of men today by other .

standards the piecture doee not look so dark. By the standards

of justice and mercy men are no worse today than thay were in

other ages‘ In some respects I think the masses of men are ?f
mofé kind gnd meroiful‘tcday than in any age of the world.

There 1s more tolerance and more genuine sympathy even ambng

the 1gnorant and non-christian thanrany age that is.passed.

Wouldn't 1t be wiser 1f the'church looked for the cause

of man's indifference eksewhere? Could 1t be that fthe church
has forgotten the masses lnstead of the masses forgetting

Christienity¥® Is the orgenized church the champion of the

poor man's dnuse? Even if it is in late years it has been

so long yokéé with speelal privilege and inJustice that

1t will be hard to convince them now. When President Rooséf

velt was campalgning for the second term he made the étaté—

ment that one third of the American people were under-fed,
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poorly clothed and poorly housed. One of the Bishops of the
Southern Methodi&t Bhurch challenged his statement. He sald
he did not believe so many of our people were in such & sad
plight. If he had spent more time living with the poar and
less hobnobing with millionaires he would have known better
how they lived. If the church of God ever galns the esr of
the masses it must offer them something begides beautl ful
platitudes'and'promises of riches in another world. When a
man is hungry, ragged and in pain he cares.but‘littlérfor a
message pltched on a pkane far behond his reach. If you in-
terest him you must bffer him a gospel of hope. You must
show him away out of the darkness that éurrounds him. That
s the kind of a messagé that Jesus Christ brought men. It

was GOOD NEWS INDEED.
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