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PETER'S SERMON AT PENTACOST.
Aetd. 2.

~ There . is ne/daj in church history that Christians

"havi looked gpaﬁ with more veneration than th&t memorable
 Pentacoat, when the diseiples of our Iord rceoivea'thcir

baptism of fire. Therse are many great days in church

history. The day the children of Israel crogsed the Red
= | iaa, the day good king Josiah found the Book of the Law
ﬁ!i R .?‘ in the temple, the aay‘ﬁnrtin Luther &tood befors thi 4
‘Diet of Worma, were éll great days in the history af

God's people. But none of these approach in impoxtance

the day the fbllawors of Chrigt received their high

eemmiéiaa from Hesaven to take a world for Christ. A

o _ 'pawor and an influence has gone out from that 1ittle :

= " prayer meeting out of all proportion to the numbers

E; o ; ' engaged in it. With only ene hundred twenty present

- a power went out from that 1ittle band that shook the
world.

Some have tried to minimize tho importance of
this gpiritual baptism. Critics havc gaid that legend
and traditian have thrown & halo ¢f glery eround this

- little meeting our of all proportion to its real im-
_—pertanei. They have desceribed ’the spiritual foeling
here &s nothing more than a highly emo tional type of
‘religioug enthusiasm such &s w§ gee in almost svery

"age. If this wes all this meeting represented why werse

the results =0 difforcnt? All great revivaels are emo-

-fisﬁal ia_ghﬁxaetsr, But if the results of a revival =
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are to be permunent something mast be fowched begides
the surfece emotinns. We have seen many times in late
years the superfieisl type of revival, when men with-~
gﬁﬁ any ground or reason, imagined themselves the pe-
euliar objects of God'a favor. Wo‘know how quiekly
guch religions die. Why have the results of this one
lived o1 and grown stronger for ninotcoﬁ ceaniuries?
Why haa every revival in the Ghiistian ehurch siﬁee that
day elaimed thig one as a pattern? Wy have men for een-
turies looked back with such reverence sand vensration
1o the experisnce of this little prayer meeting? Why
has every religiong movement since tried to copy this
one? | |

I think the answer is, ''hese men and women touched
han@g-with God. For some reaéoﬁ thier heart étrings were
in tune with a divine will and purpose. A Magter hand
touched tha keys of their hearta that day and the mugie
-has geﬁ‘ on for nineteen eenturius;-fha divine gtrains
of that melody have found sn eeho in every falthful heart
since. -

The sucecess of reler's mermon on this oceasion
shows thq dynamie power éé thig divine touch, Peter
wag an unlettered fisherman. If he possessed aﬁy of
the magis power of & greal speaker’s art it must héva
been given him st the mement. It had never shown itself
b.féro. Most of the times bafore this he had said the
wrong thing. The few fragments we possess of his blund-
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ering impulsive speech show none of the strenth or

besuty of a Cisere or & Demosthenes.

f// Then how sre we to sccount for the eonversion of

‘three thousand souls at one serviece? We imow it is u

hard thing to turn men from their sins. It ig so dif-
fieult that most preachers of our day have given wp
trying it. Very little of the preaching of today rep-.
regents & aerious effort to tuﬁﬁ men from their sins.
Some of it is instruetive. A large part of i1, a&nd the
part thet most people seem to like besi, iz nerely en~
tertaining. #For the moat part it is wholeseme snd inno~
gent entertainment, and may have its wdes in our daily
life. But the primary purpese of preaching, to turn men
from sin is almost & 1@a€ art.

Is it beeause the preschers no lenger see the evil

eonsoémonces of 3in? Were the wages 9Ff sin any more dead-

1y in Paul's day than today? No. It ia because men and
women d9 not like to hear it. The preachers, like all
other men who have 10 eat, are playing on the instru-
ment that pesple like best. Even those who would do good
are diseouraged. Like the prophnt of 0ld they come back,
aaying. "Lord, who hath believed owur report, and teo whom
ig the arm of the Lord revealed?"

One subxsrfﬁge we practice is to skip over the sins
of those preaent and preach ag&inst the sin§ of some one
in another city. We ere like Will Rugers in the “Geanﬁy
Ghairmem." When we are with the sheep men we'tpli them

they sre the hope of Wyoming, then when we are with the
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eattlemen we telllthem they are the hope of Wyoming.
Peter did not o off to Ahthens or Rome to find a sin
to0 preach about. Like Hahan of o1d, he said, "Thou art
the man." : |

: AnﬁdPotor went gtraight for their greatest sim. If
we have the courage to preach against sin, how often we
pick out the one that would be easiest to give up. Like
Tom and Huek and Jim. They had been stealing watermellons
and apples. They all admitted it was wrong to steal. 3o,
for eonscience sake, they decided to leave off stealing,
at least one article. But they feun& it 100 hard to leave
out either watermellons or apples, 89 they strueck off
gtrawberries. E@r,_as Huek explained, "They were about
2ll gone anyway# It is much eagier to §reaeh againgt
the light and ffi?sibasﬂains”éf the young pesple than
to mention those aaadly'viper-likm_sina ai the chureh
members. It is mueh easier to praéeh ageinst those @ﬁén
caralaas sing of the worldy minded than to preach againét
the sing of the Amenycorner-brethren. '

Most of us have the weakneas_of the 0ld colored
minister. Be was holding a revival on & plantation and
the legross were werming up to his preaching. It looked
1like 8ll the Negroes were going to be converted. The

white man on the plantation thought he would offer a

~little friendly advice. He said, "Tom, you &re having

8 great moeting.‘Yoar infnenea'ismprotty sﬁrsng with the -

Hegroes snd 1 hope yom will use it for good. But there
ig & lot of gtealing going on on this plantetion. I




whiéh you would preach a good étrsng germon on stealing."

Tom snswered, "Boss, I would like to, but subjecks like

dat puts a paw:fal eoldness on de eongregation.™ We avoid

the subjests that put & c¢oldness on the eangretétisn.
Peter went for the sin that was doing the maef

damage. The grgatnét gin of the Jewish peosple of his

. day &éara religioma ‘Bigotry, & prowd pharasaie self-~

righteousness. They believed themselves to be, not only

the best people on earth, but the only good ones. And

@ll their goodness rested aolely in s legalistie ohed-

ience to the law of Moges. This religious bigotry was
the root sf the gin ﬁhat erucified Christ. Peter went
straight for this sin. |

| He coaidn‘t have mentioned & gin that would have
been ény harder for these peéple to give up. If Peter
had had any weakness of the time aervinglpreaéh@r he

would have put on the soft pedal here. Lf he had been
preaching his trial sermon, &and thinking more 9f the

job than he did of the souls of men, this is one sub-

jeet he would not have mentioned. Had he come. to these

men in his own stwength, with no authority but hie own

word, and iepr@véd them 89 boldly, he might have besn
atoned. then, how do you aecaunt’fsr the amazing re-
sult when three thousand were cut to the heart end cried
out, "What shall we do?" 7

" Dhere is buf one aﬁswer. His heart was on fire with

that strange power of a divine messenger. His hammer .

|




4 4

was white with the heat of love and evéry blow struck
fire. When a frail man can win three thousand souls
from their most besgetting gin in one service we know

he has his weak arm eonnested with some source of divine
power. It cannot be déna by any paraiy human Means.

How ean we obtain this priceless gift? How can we
work the works of wod? There has never been & time when
guch praaching‘was more gorely needed. If we do not have
& revival of genuine religion goon God énly knowa what |
will be the sutesme..l ghudder to think what will be the
asnaequenées if the world goes OR many more years with=-
out some deep end solid religious movement. There is pno -
uge flattering ourselves. Religious thought and religious
faith no 1engér_hold the sway in men's livee they once
‘hed. When I say this I em not% referring to the power of
g priest-eraft. I am referring to the power of the com-
mande of God. They sre not hel&.in that fear and obedience
they once wers. The channels of grace in our day have
almast.run drye. |

How can we turn back the floods of wickedness and
save s world that isalmost ready 1o plunge over the
precipice? We can not blow on our hafids: or repeat some
| megieal formuls and do it. But one thing is certain.

We esnnot do it in our own gtrength. To.attempt such &
work with purely human means would be like trying t@'
extinguish the fires of mount Vesuvious with & glass of

water.
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What is wrong with the church today? For one thing,
we have 1lost ouwr faith. We no longer expeet great things
9f & religious faith. We are like & poor ragged dis-
spirited army, that has been heaten 9o many times kts
.expec’ﬁ nothing but defeat. Our faces turn white at every
threat of opposition and we run at the snapping of a
twig. We no longer sxpect ta;sée hardened sinners brought
into the ehurch. We are well satisfied if we can keep our
own children, &and we know we are loging fthese by the
thaﬁsand.

We expect but little of those who have religion.

If we can save a man -from the grooser outward sing we

glte well satisfied. We no longer egpeot those praaioué
fraits of righﬁeouéness that were once the glory of
Chrigtianity, haliness, patience, géntleneﬂa, meskness,
1a§e. It Christians live respeciable lives today we

think they are doing well. Is th-is the faith of the little
band that challenged the ﬁiekednesa and might of the

‘Roman Empire?




