X -

PHILEKON.
In the ecourse of his extensive ministzy the Apostle
Paul mugt have written many private letters. A men with
ag vmaay strong personal friendships as he formed, over
go wide an srea, would find many occasions for personel
correspondence. Of all these letlers only one has been

gaved. When you resd it you wish we had more. Some of the

mogt valuable pages of human higtory huve been preserved

in the private correspondence of men and women.

the 1atter to 3hilsm0n reveals a strong personal
friendship. It proves that Paul had the same deep love
for individusls that he had for the masses. Paul ffought
a great fight for the gentiges &s a clags. He was ever
at grips with any foree thati threatened %5 rob a poor
man of his God-given hefitaga. In fighting for a class
or group it is 9o easy to forget that it epnsiats of men
and women, each with a great hope and & great destiny.
Many reform movements have completely ignored the indi-
vidusl life. One weakness of the movement that is sweep-
ing Germany andrltﬁly today is they completely ignore
the individusl life. Here the state is everything, the
individual nothing. To promote the wellfare of the state
men and women are grband t9 dust beneath a great masa
movement. Heartg are erushed, lives are wrecked, &nd
virtue apnd purity laid on the altar of a man-made God.
Anything is Jjustified that will achieve the objective
in %isw. A few months ago the magazine "Time" carried

8 shoeking story of the prostitution ofhltalﬁ‘s young
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wsmanheod, in an effort to inerease the population of
the sgtate.
Such & complete disregard for human lives reminds
‘_(t} ug of the story of Hapolean-and the little drummer boy.
| It is said that on one ocecasion, when Napolean's army
was crossing the Alps, a little drummer boy fell over a
¢liff into a deep snow-filled gorge. 1t would have required
but a few moments to rescue him with & rope. Bui 8o harsh
wag the iron-like diseipline of the French army not & man
dared to break step. What was the life of & boy to the
glory of France? The story closes with the pthetic pie-
ture of the lad, left to freeze, starve, or be eaten by
the wolves; but loyally beating his little drum to the
step of the iron-heeled congueror.
now “different was Christ's love for the masses.
Christienity, from its very heginning, was & great mass
movement. But the Great rounder of Christianity never
forgot,for one moment, the hopes and tears of a single
life. He did not tread down a signde 1life to set up His
kingdom here. He did not break a single heart exeept His
owﬁ. No man's ear was ever more sengitive to the voice
f“ﬁ ' of the multitude than nis. N0 man ever undewstood better
H than He the psychology of the erowd. he loved the milling
throngs as no one else had ever loved them. But His great
heart res?enﬁed just as quickly to the ery of the léne man
op woman ag it did to the ery of the multitude. the ocry of

- blind Bartemeus stirred His great heart with the sane
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gynpathy He felt for the hungry thousands. He pul His
life in jeopardy and Hig whole program in danger to
heal & woman's child.

there are 1lots of people whowill champion the cause
of the poor snd oppressed who have very little patience
with the poor ignorant man or woman. This ftruth is illus-
treted very forceably in an incident in "Uncle Tom's Cabin."

~

"Mige Cphelia" was & Northern lady of de;p piety and
éra&t siéeritﬁ, who had come South to do mission work
smong the Negro slaves. One 9f the first to come under
her influence was "Topsy",& poor little wayward blaeck
shesp, who had never known any love higher than "love
of candy an' sieh lack." After she had made & ca&plete
failure with the child she overheard & conversation be-
tween her and her white mistress, little Eva. When
1ittle Eva reminded Topsy how much Miss Ophelie loved
her she grinned inerédulously,and gaid, "She'd sooner
a toad would touch her as me." Mise Opheiia wag compelled
%o confess that this was her %eeling toward the little
Hegro, but was sgurprised to find that the child knew 1t.
You cannot win men with mass love. No matter how zealous
a men ig for our party or cilass we will never believe he
ig our friend if he is cold and indifferent {9 us as &n
individual.

Paul's love for men was like that of the Master. He

was interested in the chureh in FPhilemon's house, but he

.was also interestsd in: Philemon.lﬂe waswdeeply interested
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in his family, in everything that touched hig life either

temporel or spiritual. Kis letters also show a deep inter-
est in gnother poor man, & poor wayward black sheep that
didn't have a friend besides. The letter was written in
M behalf of & poor run-eway elave named Onesimus. He had
run away from his.master, Philemon, snd come to Rome,
where all ways, both bad and good, met. Here he met Paul,
- No doubt he was already acquainted with the great preacher.
But frierndless people ususlly find their way to & kind
hesrt. He was converted and wantedrts make amends for a
erooked life.

The letter hints slightly that he was a'thief. This
is no surpiisa to enyone who knows the baleful influence
of the institution of alavery. This is one of the sins
it inveriasbly fosters. Booker T Washington says that the

E. onlyitime he ever tsasted chicken while & slave was &t
midnight. Yet, even at the close of his great 1ife, he
does not condemn his mother for this petty_piliéring.
Undsr different cireumstances he would have considered
sﬁch theft a great wrong. |

But Paul was not afraid to preach the whole truth
| to rich or peoor, bond or free. He knew that two wrongs

;: (’\ cennot make one right. When & man is forced to get hie

é S wages at night, with no one there to tell him how much

| to take, he would have to ba & mighty honest man 1f he

did not take too much. Especially if he knew his wages

were long over-due. He would be like the little boy whom

Uncle Rermms ¥new g0 well. He had been into his grand-
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mother's jam. Uncle Remus‘asked him if his grendmother
gave him the jam? He #aid,“ﬁo." Hig grandmother was nbt
at home: He said she wouldhhavé given him the jam if sghe
hed heen there, s0 he just got some. The only trouble he
o~ had was that he d4id not know just how much to take. He
gaid he just had %o guess &t thiat. Uncle Remms ssid,
"Yes, honey, an' I bound you:stretehed yo! guesser."
‘ Paul knew that Onesimus had taken more than was
right. He tgught the poor fellow an honesty that trane
seended any he had ever known. Insiead of seeing his
former magster as his enemy, he now saw him as his brother
in Christ. He wanted %o go back and sskc his pardon. Paul
wanted to see the two men united, not ae master and slave,
but &s brothers who deeply loved each other. in spite of
Onesimus guilt, he knew there was much %o bg fofgiﬁen on
eéeh gide. If Onesimus wss willing to gb ba@k to bondage,
then Philemon ought freely to forgive the wiopg. He makes
& masterly plea for this forgiveness. His létter ihasg
been desceribed &s "the glove of velvet withéthe grip of
gteel.”" He even of%ers to pay the debt if_i% takes that
to secure the pardon. "If he hath wronged tﬁée. or oweth
thee'ought, put that t;'mine account."

Wag thisg aet of Paul's an indorsément of human

sldvery9 Before we answer this question it is well to
remember that Onesimus' set was absolutaly voluntary.
K0 blood hounds were put on thisrfugi§i$%5§n§¥§§3 wnd

no chains on hie hands. If it had heen_nécessary for
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Paul to send him back that way we know he would have

let him go free. If he hed sent him back like that,
Apostle that he was, he would have stood forever con-
domﬁed in the eyes of 8ll just men. Under Roman law
the course take wasg perhaps the bést one open to the
poor slave. There was no place on earth where he could
have his freedom lswfully. Wehrever Rom&n ermsg resched--
and that wasg to the uttermost bounds of thé known world~~
he was 3till & slave. It was only by theft and robbery
that he could live. 4 reconeilistion with his Christisn
mas ter might lead 1o a lawful freedom.

It has been agserted that Paul's gending Onesinmus
back was a recognition of Philemnn'é property right in
the poor fugitive. It was no more #rreeoginitioa of his
property right then it was an indoxrsement of §1a€ary.
Whaetever the laws 9f men may deelafe & man or womsn can-
not become property. Every such decree ever weitten was
in defiance 9of the highest law of ﬁeaven. The harp of
the goul is too finely tuned for a chattel. God has stamp-
ed His image 0on every human face and written His law
on every human heart. He has endowed evexy_nnrmal c¢hild

with a potential greatness that rises far sbove all

materisl possessions. Whoever willfully degredes & temple

g0 lofty, whether he knows it or not, has eommitied &
great crime. With Paul's high sense of humsn vilues he
never eould have sanctioned a decree g0 unjuét.

Ihe question hag often been agked, if slavery was
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wrong, why did not the early church condemn it emphatically?

It did. When the early church threw its doors wide open to

 the slave and his ehildren, meking no difference between

the bond and free, i%{ condemned slavery in sitrong temms.
It was a stinging rebuke to the cmuel laws of men when
master and glave knelt al the sanme altér and took the
gacred elements together. In this sclemn edvenant they
acknowleged they were brothers, and ereated with equal
rights. It was & stinging rebuke to the oruel laws of
me& when the glave wae taught to fashion his own poor
broken 1ifs after the glorious life of the Hagter, and
toldlthat he could do this in spite of all human laws.,
Slavery could not live long in an atmosphere like that.
Po keep & man in bondage you must break hie spirit, erush
his hope, and keep him ignorant. Ho highly intelligent
race has ever been kept in bondage long. the door of
knowledge is the door of liberty. vhe early ehurch opened
this door for the poor bondman in defiance of all humen
1&&9.

~ Early Chrigtianity started fighting slaﬁery in the
right way. In striking off the shackles of the spirit
they gave a'&eth blow to slavery. You eannot free & man's
body +ill you have fmeed his soul. If Christisnity hed
coﬁtinued the friend of the eppreaséd slavery would not
have gcontinued gixteen centuries longer. If the church
had.rema;ned true to Heaven's high law of‘human brother-

bood it would have been abolished before the third century.
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It was & later Christianity that joined hands with
the oﬁpressor, ghared in the profite of the slave desaler

and the master, and put its blessing on bloody a&nd nuajust

war. It was the cowardly aet of a later Christianity that

zlosed the door of hope to thepoor slave for simteen more
centuries. When the Christian cechurch began recognizing
elass distinetions, when she began presching one gospel
to the rich and &nother to the poor, one for the slave
and another for the masier, when she erected two doors

to her entmance and racigl and soecial lines that barred
the innoeent from sll her privileges, she crushed the

hopes of the oppressed for ages to come.




