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RACE PREJUDICE.

"0f s truth I perceive that God is no respector of
perﬁO%S.“ Aets 10: 34.

Qhefe ig no ﬁ&ssion that holds sway in the human
br@asé-any more unreasonable than race prejudice. A man's
belie% in the guperiority 9f_his‘own race ig never ground-
ed on logic or reasaﬁ. Eérdly any other belief can find
gupport on sueh trivial and stupid grounds. But the more

gtupid and anressonable a man'g belief in the superiority

of hie own race the more stubbornly he elings to it.

| Hitler's eleim that the Aryan rsce ig superior to the Jewsa

is as sfapid and senseless as any ever accepted by & greatl
people. But this does not keep the German people from
elinging to it #tabbsrnly. When & men states hisg belief
in the superiar%ty of hisg own race he doesn'?t congider
himeslf ander &ﬁy dbligétian_to give & reason for his
belief. Race prejudice is like religious prejudice,lit
does not have to have reason or Jogic to support it.

There is no 9ther belief =0 hard to discuss with & man.

When you have tried to argue with & men over his own be-
|
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lief in hie race sguperiority ysd feel 1like the Negro woman

did. She got mp%in church and-prsposed gome measure. A
man in the baekiof the church arose t9 hls feebt and began
objecting stoatly; Yhe woman started to enswer his ob-
jeetion, but just then she noticed he was drunk. She said,
very sweetly, "Honey, I wus goin' to tell you somethin,

but you ain't %ot nothin' to take it home in."
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The prejadieé of the Jews ageinet osther rsces
rested on religious grotnds. They made no distinetion
ag to a man's eqlor, the beauty and charm of hisg person,
or the extent of his intelligence. It was sa muech &
violation of their socisl stenderds for a man to eat
with a Greek philosopher as it was for him to eat with
an Ethiopian:slave. ihe man Cornelius wae & white man
of the dominant race of hie day. He held & high position
in the Homan army. He 8t00d4 higher in the aecredited
circles of society than Peter could ever hope to stand.,
But according to Peter's sccial code it was & great
ghame to git down and eat Withlthis man. No matter hbw
just and good he might be he wae still barred from the
gociety of a Jew. T@ spend the night in hisg honme wasg
engugh to make & Jew a soecial outeast.

20 usg this lookes like the most stupid blindnessa.
Yet it had about as mueh foundation &= any race prew
judice. Doubtless the world will one day look back on
the prejudice of the white man for the black and yellow
races with as much eontempt as we look on theire. If any
thing, their faeling of race guperiority haed more foun~
| dation than ours. rfor fifteen hundred years the Jews |
were the only race to asgknowledge Jehovah &g God. They
were the only race called by his name. They were the only
reople whoge lives were governed by His great morsl law.
They not only felt themselves superior to %ther rades,

bat they were superior in honesty,virtue, and purity.
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Their mistake was in supposing their virtues gave
them & superior claim on the mérey and favor of God.
We are all one in Hie gight. If God favors one race
above ahother it is no proof that He has forgo#ten
the less favored. If @ man has two sons and“they
quarrel, the father may be forced 1o take gides with
the son the least in the wrong. Baf the <favored son
will soon find himself slipping in the father's favor
if the tries to erowd the other out of his heart. The
moment he tries to do this he will find there ig & &n
unguenchable 1ove in the father's hesrt for hisrwayward
boy. The elder brethei-thought the fether had forgotten
the prodigal son, but he hadn'%t. Katlfor & gingle day.
All the time ke was in the far country he sorrowed for
him till his eyes grew dim with weeping..ﬁhen he feturned
the uneharitable feeling of the eldest son hurt the fathaer
more than the prodigal*s sins. The harshness and eruelty.
of the white man for the bdeck man is more grievous to
God perhaps than the poor black man's sins.
| If all race prejudice were grounded on a morsal
inferiority for the despiged race it would gtill be un-
just. The prejudice of the elder brother rested on moral
grounds. But hie uncharitshde hehavior cut the father's
heart lika a knife. And this ssme prejudice kept him from
fcrgiviﬁg his brother even after he had repented. But a
race prejudice never rests wholly on moral grounds. Often
when we think our prejudice rests on moral grounds we

find, on closer examination, that it is not. The white
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man'sg prejudice against the Negro isstrengthened by
the filth, disease, and low soeial standards of the
Negro race. These evils are coumunigable. A too close
intercourse with the Nagro raée might result in physieal
injury and a lowering of ~omwr own socisl standsrds. But
& closer examinstion-of our prejudice reveals practieally
the same feelinga toward the clesn, refined, and intel—
ligent Hegro. there are many Hegroes today who &are &s
elean, &8s honest, and as moral &8 the best white people.
Yot they find the same harsh, eold, and unfeeling soeail
barriers facing them a8 their lazy, dirty, dighonest
neighbors do. If the white man were called on to give an
gecount "to the Great Judge for this feeling he would
find it hard to explain. |

The people in the Eagt say the reason the white
man's face is g9 fair is, that God esked him one dsay
where wag his c¢olored brother, snd it geared him g9
badly his face turned white. If the Great God of Heaven
were 1o call on the white man today for an explanation
for hig ragial feelings, I am afraid his face would turn
paler than it is.

We laugh when we hear that the Chinese believe they
are the sons of Heaven, while we are only the mangy
offepring of the devil. Yhe tragedy is that many of the
Chinese bellewe this. their dark errsr hurts no one but
themgselves. But & prejudice againgt a stronger race is

more honorable than one that is directed at & weaker.
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But ag foolish a® rsce prejudice ig, it ig one of
the hardest to cure. You would think thaﬁ after Fateris
vision of the sheet let down from heaven he would be
eured, especislly after he found in Cornelius such a
nobe convert to the truth. But he wasn't. Nearly twenty
years later, at Corinth, he allowed the social code that
he @eems hers %o have discarded, to drag him into & harsgh
and unfeeling act that wounded the hearts of gome 0f the
best people in that great church.

‘When I was a boy professed Christians used 1o ex-
cuse their feelings towards the Negro by saying they
loved his soul. This subterfage has often been used to
excuse a lack of love for some unlovely person. Did you
ever think how foolish éuch a g9tdtement ig? If you do
not love & man'g hody you certainly ecannot love his soul.
John says,"He that loveth not his brother whom he hath
geen, how osn he love God whom he hath not seen?" If you
canngt overcome‘yﬁar prejudice %o love & men's b;d§,
which yow have seen, how cean youn love his soul, whiech
you have not seen?

I guppose the idéa arose from the mistake ndtion
that emen's soul would be free from those blemishes
and imperfeetionﬂ that mar the beauty and attraction
of the humen body. Why should we think this, especisally
of the souls of poor sinful men and women? If we could
gee the naked souls of gome poor ginners I am afraid we

would gee & far more grievous spectacle than we see in

their bodies. If we could see the souls of those neglected
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despiged members of the race, distorted with vice and

‘gearred with gin, it would be far lass stiractive than

their bodies. If we allow a Tfew defeéts &nd blemisghes of
the body to queneh our love for men end women it ig &
very weak love.

From the standpoint 5T natural endowment there ig

- B9 such thing as a guperior rsce. How history mocks man's

pride. Three thousand years 8g9 travelers told the prou&
laxury-loving eifizena of Babglon of a rude barbarious
rece of shepherds who grazed thelr flocks on the plaing
around udr.Olympus. Stories of the rough half-savage life

of these barbarians must have furnished smusement to the

'idle courtiers of that great city. If they heard later
éthat these same sghephends were building & eity on:sgome

:faraway peninsular of Europe what wus the to grest Babylon?

What a shock it would have been to their pride if they had
knaﬁn that this Athens would one day be more renowned

then great Baebylon herself. That her poets, her artists,
her seholars, her philosophers would surpass a&ll the

great men of Persia and Egypt combined. That in the eourse
of time thege despimed Greeks would lsy their yoke on |
the necks of lndia end Persgis.

In later yesars travelers told.the rich and idle
citizens of Athens of a race of barbarians who were
building a eity on the banks of the Tiber. Little did
Athgné drea_m, in the days of her strength and glory,
that this Rome would one day be the geat of an empire

greater than that of Cyrus and Alexander combined.
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That her wealth and splendor would far surpass that of
Babylon and that Greece, Persis, and India would one d4ay
wear the yoke of these Latin barbarians.

Proud Rome heard of & reace of barbarisng who made
their homes in the dark forse8ts of Northern Europe.
Some of these fair men and women weré brought t9o Rome
to be s51d as slaves. Pliny, one of Home's wealthieat
and most enlightened c¢itizens, saw them and was much
displeased with them. In hia estimation they represented
the most inferior br&néh of the human race. What & ghock
1t would have been to Pliny #f he had known that the
degeendents of these Anglo~Saxons would one day be lords
of half the world, and that his own deseendenta would
one day push a eart through their ¢ities, selling peu~
nuts and bananss to their ehildren,

What a perighable thing is man’s glory: What a
fieetiﬂg thing is his greatness! If‘men could only know
that no race ig great or despiced in the eyes of Him who
ereated us. the day that & greal cause moves any race to
soat their feet in the path of virtue, truth, honesty,
and justice thet day they become & great people. But no
matter how riech and powerful & rasce becomes they cannot
turn from thie path. ﬁo former greatness can save & people
from the destructive forces of greed, eruelty, and

intolerance.



