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THE CHRISTIAN LIPE.
"Ye are the salt of the earth-- Ye are the light
of the world---
"Let your light so shine before men, that they
may sée your good works, and glorify your Father which

ig in heaven."
- Matt. 5: 13~16.

Could Chrigt put the value of Christian life any
higher than to say, "Ye are the salt of the sarthe=o
Yo are the light of the world? What honor is here con~

ferred upon men! "Ye are the salt of the sarth~--Ya sre

the light of the world." O Christ, help us to be worthy

besTers of this high honor.’

Christ knew what it Waé t0 be the "Salt" of a de-
caying civilization. He came into the w;rl& gt a time
when civilization itself ﬁas threatened with deeay.-ﬂen

gnd women were shumelesely immoral and even in polite

‘eircles all modasty'of gpeech Or manner had been abandoned.

ighty forces were at work among men that were eating out

the heart of gsocial life. Home was drunk w1th power. Her
eruelty and injustice had drenched the world in blood. But
even the tyrany of Rome was preferable to the spirit of
anarehy and chuos that threatened to overthrow sll law
and order. Men hated Rome, but they were afraid to let

her go, leat a worse come. irt, Ecience, and learning

were on the decline. Such & thing as a brotherhood of men

had never been heard of. There was such = distrust and

| hatred among men that only the most grisly feur could
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hold them together; Men feared Roma but they feared the
forces that thraatened.all order more. Then came Christ .
with His ideais of purity and holiness. In & world where
hatred and fear motivated every act of men he dered to tell
them they should love even their enemies. In & workd whére
the races of men were in a savage race to destroy euch
other He dared to tell them they were all brothers. If

He had not come when He did, it ig almost certain that
civilzation would have reverted to barbariem &snd then to
savagery. Like a sweet lump of salt to a decaying body
His ideals and example took hold of the hearts of men

and women..in the middle of the darkest night this old
world ever saw He raised a beacon to guide men to a safer
haven.

Jalt ig the enemy'of corruption and decay. Left albne
human gociety tends to decay. We commonly spesk of human
goclety as a progressive thing. Wé know that we are dif-
ferent from gll other forms of life, in that we are cap-
able of progress. It is true that human society is pro-
gressive. But why is it progressive? It does not grow
betier by itself. We know that some very enlightened so-
cieties have reverted back=t0 barbarism. It ie always the
gtrong, the pﬁrity loving members of society thet mark
out the path of progress. If you see growing up in your
eqmmunity a apirit of goodwill and gentle kindness do
not think it just happened. S0me man Sr wom&n oSr some
group of men snd women are responsible for it. There has

never been a reform smong men that grew up like a mush-
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room in the night.

One of the mightiest forces that threatene human
society is man's gocial uncleanness. There has never been
a g0cilety among men where licentousness ‘wae not & problem.
How God-fearing men.and women have had to fight to keep
the family life pure and sacred. You can see¢ in every com-
munity and every town forces st work to destroy its purity.
If the strong, the puriiy loving members of society were
to relax their vigilance how long would it bg_eye humsan
society would be on the level with the beagt?

If Christ were to c¢all Christian men to the bar of
justice today, what would He say about the shocking in-
crease in divorce? The galt of Christian purity must be
losing its savor when such a large per cent of marriages
g0 on thé rocks. Phe high ineresse in divorge in some
cities bprders on liceintuocusness. It is almost as bad as
free love. There ie noting that can stop it except to nola
high the ideals of purity preached by our Lord. If we
‘want our children's children to'enjoy the blesaiﬁgs of
a pure home life, we must not slack our warfare agiinst
this evil. Men und women talk about divorce today as
they would about a changerof,dress. _

- Perhaps it is partly dus: to the independent spirit
of the modern woman. Our mothers did far more than their
ghdre 10 preserve the home unbroken. the modern woman
will not submit to the abuse and neglect that many of
them did, and you cannot blame them. T0 be gsuccesgaful

today marriage must be a fifty fifty proposition. If
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the home is saved men are going to have to carry tThelir

part of the self-denial and burden. But the custom of
running to the divorce courts is not helping either one. o
It is very much like the 0ld Negro woman éaid, "lor, | |
igs Zoe, ef you drap one man and his meanness, you only
got to git used to another man and his mesnness. ah'nm
gtickin' to my ole Sam. Ah knows how to fight him." It -
ig better to fight with some one you are used %o, I do
not believe in fighting, dbut I think it would be prefer-
aﬁla to 89 mueh divorce. |

Did you ever gee é town where there wes no profane
gwearing? where there were no filthy joxes told, and all
the--~-I gtarted to say'men, but in these days women curse
and use filthy langussge. I never saw a community where
there was no dirty lenguage, 1 wish I c¢ould. But I have
seen gome communities that had less thun others. I have
seen groups of men thaﬁ would not tell s filthy yarn or
use & profane oath when some cettain man wag present.
I believe that twenty men who hate profane swearing and
filthy language could bneakﬂit up in any emall community.
Hen sweéf and tell filthy jokes becwuse their neighbors
like to hear it. It i1s wrong to swear and it is wrong to
tell filthy jokes, but 1t is just as wrong to lésten 1o
them. If there were no one to listen %0 them they would
not last long. "Ye are the salt of the earth." It is
your business, éhristian, t0 promote pure speéch anong
men. 1f you can laugh &t filthy 1anguange I am afruid you

have 1oat the savour of a godly life.

R
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"Ye are the light of the world." What un honor it is
to be “aslight in the pthway of men. But every man who
walks in the way of Christ ig just euch a light. If the

light of your 1ife grows dim some wanderer isg sure 1o

 go out of the way. O God, help us to keep the light that

ig committed to us bright and shining.

Bvery rail road man knows how much can depend on &
light. ihe wrong color of a gignal light can plunge &
whole train load of people to their desth. If the watch-
man glves the engineer the green gignul when it ogught to
be red God help the moor men and women who are trusting
him with their lives. If he did thet knowingly, wouldn't
he be.. a murderer? Every man who is living a life of sin
is signaling to his brother, "Go ahezd, the way is clear.”
He knows there are broken raiis, burned bridges, and wash:
outs all the way down the line. But he tells menﬁwith his
light the way ie clear. "Ye are the 1ight of the wdrld."

They have beacon lights along the shore. At the mouth

‘of the harbor they stund 1o guide sailors into port. On

dangerous rocky points they warn ships to sterr farthér
away. But often there are heavy fogs at sea and the lights
cannot be gseen. Hundreds of ships have been logt in the.
fog becaﬁae they could not seé_the l1ight. They now have

a power unit that sends out a redio bean. This bheam can
be picked uﬁ much Tarther away than the 1Light and is not
affected by the fog. lhey can send these beams from &
pilot=ghip off the harbor. hey can be picked up by eair

planes as well as ships at sea. & few months ago an ecesn
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liner rfolidwed one:of these beams =0 truly that: it
rammed the pilot ship that wus sending the heam. It
geens they have not yet leamned td meazgure the diagtance
gorrectly. When they do these signuls will be & priceless
boon to air and ses. |
One pilot told me that & little instmument on the

dial told you when you were in the path of the beam. It

goes "lick, tiek,™" &ll the time when you sre in the path

of thé beam, but when you lose your way it stops. That
little key striking the buar says to the pilot, "You ure
on the right road, you .are on the right road." :

Out from every man's life there go the beams of his
personal influence. "Tick, tick," it gays to all who fol-
low behind. "Téck, tick, you are'on the right road, you
are on the right road." But some will say, "You are wrong.

I heve never told anyoﬁa I was on the right road.™ Mayhe

you didn't, but your light is signaling wrong, Brotheri




