THE DANGER OF RI'CHES.

HAng when he wes gone forth into the way, there came og
one runﬁing,tand kneeled to him, and asked him, Goodvﬁaster,
what shall I do that I may.inherit eternal life? And Jesus
gaid uhto him, Why callest thou me good® there 1s none good
but one, that 1is God. Thou knowest the commandmente. Do not
ooﬁmit adulﬁery, Do not kill, Do not stesl, Do not bear
false witnesa, Defraud not, Honour thy fatﬁer and mother.
And hé answered aﬂd said unto him, Master, all these Have
I observed from my yough. Then Jesus behilding him ioved
him, and gsald unto him, One thing thou lackest; gothy way,
sell whatsoever thou has, and give to the poor, aﬁd thou ”
éhalt have treasuré in heaven; and come, take up the'cross,
and follow meé. | |

"And he was sad et that saying, and wwent aﬁay grieved:
for he had great possessions. And Jesus looked round about,
and:saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that ko
have riéhes entef into the kingdom of God! And the diseiples
were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth egain, and
salth unto them, Ghildren, now hard ig it for them that
 trust in'riéheé to enter into the kingdom of God! It is
easgier for a camel to go through the eye of & neédle.than
for a fich man to enter into the kingdom of God. And they
were astOnished dur_of measure, saying among themselvés,

Who then, can'be.ééved?EAﬁd Jesug looking upon them, saith,
With men 1t s impossible, but not w@th'@odf for with God 

'all things are possible/ " Merk 108 17-27.
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.ginction even in our day.

”Gbod Master what shall I do that I may 1nher1t eter-
nal 1ife?" Mr. Wesley says, '"Many that were poor had eome,
at last one rich men ceame." Sed as it is to relate, it 1is
truth, very few of those who are rich in thie world's goods
ever seriogly enquiré the way to.ssave théir 5wn souls. How
muchrtime'they spend adorning and beaufifying the place of
thelr earthly habitation, which ié of such short duration;

yet hardly_giving a serious thought to the pla e or manner

- An which they will Spend eternity.

- But it is exceedingly encouragling to the serious rich

to see_hdw_grabiously Jegus received this hbnest enguirer.

_Ihough a:véry poor man'himSelf,_Jeéﬁs certainly had no

sympathy with that prejudice against the rich, so often

found among the lgnorant poor. There is no feffort to make

the way harder for hinm because he was a rich man. No galling

burden 15 cut out for hisback or 1mpossible task assigned

to him. Every effort is made to meke the way plain and easy
to him. In every word the Msster spoke to him there éhines
out a sympathy so broéd, a love so genulne, and'a manner so
gracious that 1t thrills us. |

"Master, all these have I observed from my youth up.%

“If he had truly done this he was ceftainly'not a bad man.

We have no reason to doubt his words, for Jesus did not seem

to. It will be gmall comfort tothose who misé eternal life

 to know how negr they came to having the great pearl at some

time in life. Faithful obedience to tne commands he profeﬁfm

ed to know 80 well would. have marked him as a man of dig=-
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tJesus léved him.® Jesus loved all men. But in this

casé‘thelexpression geems to men that he was drawn to this'
man by some daﬁnings of good in the man himself.;This He-
could not have felt if the men's enquiry had not been gen~
uine. |

 "Ope thing fhou lzckest; go thy way, sell whatsocever
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treas-—
ure in heavent'énd cdme, také up the eross, and follow me.®

How much wrangZing we have had over this command. Some would

have it mean that every rich man in the Worid-is to sell gli

his possessions and give them away, The command, as it 1s
recorded certainly dOes not say that all men who have great
possessionsg must dispose of them. It lg doubtful if 1t was
meant as an inflexible law, even to thle one rich mani.Had.
there been any other remedy that would have saved the man
fron his begetting sin, the love of money, no doubt Jesus
would have gladly allowed 1i%. Hé certainly did not give the
command to any other rich man as far as we know. He loved
this man, and seeing that the fangs of a mlghty evil had
fastened on his heart, he propbsed the énly rededy that
would free him. It waes a drastic remedy, but*it was a dréstie
evil. Had it been carried out it would have been a good one.
Mind he was sad at that saying, énd_went away grieved;
for he had great possessions." Why are men so grleved at
the thouwht of parting with their wealth? Whnat héve they
promised themselves from its mere possession that makes it

sﬁeh a grievous thing to part with it? In the present case
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:1t'is'doubmful 1f the young man would have suffered any
want or 1nconveniehce from'giving up his poséessions. On
the other hand he would have relessed himself from a greaf
‘load of warryy he would have had far more time left for
works of mercy and love, and in the distributlion of his
wealth to the poor he would have found a happiness that
surpassed any Jjoy hls wealth had ever bfought him. Why
éhould this_be a grlevous thlng for a man to do.

But grievious it is, We cen hardly gstrike a more un-
Dopulsr subject than to talk with a man about parting with
his wealth 0, for a preacher who can make men fall in love
-with.the meek and lowly ways of 1ife. Buch a2 man would begin
& revival that would not end t1ll it reached the darkest
corners of the earth.

What do men promise themgelves from riches? If we are
to judge by the sober careworn faces and leaden spirits'of
of.thé rich, we know that every pleasure that men evef
promised themselves from the mere possession of wealtﬁ has
been a bitter dissppointment.

With some truth it might be szid there is one excep~
tion to this rule. The good that men are able to do with
- thelr wealth has no doubt given some rich men real pheasure.
Of all those who ever sought pieasure in wéalth 1t is cer~
‘tain that thesge are the only ones that ever found 1t. AI
rich man once told me, with tears running down hits cheecks,
thet the only pleasure money ever gave him was the good he
could do his fellow man. Somé have found such a pleasure 1#

this use of wealth that, wlthout any command, they have liter-__
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ally done wha% Jesus commanded this young man to do, given
away all they had.

But riches-are as often a hindrance as a help in doing
good. In the first place, great wealth 1s a hard mester. I
is 1like a great genius of unlimited power, which promlses to
be amn's serfant;‘but once 1t gets him in its power it become
the master. This master drives his slaves without mércj,'
leaving them no time to cultivate the freldship of tlelr
neighfors, let alone to distribute their Wealth.ta those in
need. How many men who have great surplus weslth to dstri-
bute find they have no time to look into the dauses_presenta
ed to see thatthe money is properiy applied after it is ghes
en. '

OCnee arich man has given ear to the cause of other men's
grief he finds the ecry for help so clamourous that he could
not supply but a small fraction of the c¢laims on hls benev-
olence even if he hed the wealth of Croesus. To dicide which
of these causes really havwe merit requlres a great deal more
time than any rich man has to épare from hié business. If
he tries to declde thils lmportant matter himself, to his
sorrow, he nearly always makes the exceedirg himan mlatske
of taking the loudest and most'clamourous claims for the
worthiest.

It 1s true that rich men can always Tind. others to
look after these minor detalls for them. But 1f he trusts
the-mattef'to others, which he éurely must do in the end,
he too often finds that they have used hils mohey for their
own selfish beneflt inetead of the public good. Ho w many

times a rich man finds, after he has contributed to some




worthy cause, that the money is belng used fTo defeat the:

- ywery cause for which 1t was glven. I¥ some of the rich men

of the past could come back today and see the use that 1s
being made of the money they gavé to benevolent causes, 1t

would make themt@onder if it hed not been befter to throw

"~ their money.into the gmesn.

Not only does great welth forge hard fetters for the

feet and hands of 1ts victims, but 1t builds a prison of

iron bars around him, through wich he must look on the rest
of the world like some caged animal For eyefy;rich man find
himsglf surrounded by an army of salesmen, godd and bad,

a noisy horde of sherp tricksters of trade, and a loud and
alamorous mob ofssupplieants, many of whom are absolutely
unworthy of his help or attention. N, matter hww benvolent
his heart he is'compelled-to put up locks and bars and sfone
walls to keep them out. Bﬁt make these as strong as he may,
they find their way in; while he'finds,to his-sﬁrptise,that
his locks and bars and sfone walls have képt back tﬁe only
people who are worthy of his help and attention. Causes thet

are worthiest are always easlest turned away. The importuﬁae '

, nate beggar who is too lazy to work for a living will clamor

'£111 doomsday or be heard; while the honest poor man, having

no design on his nelghbor's wealth,fis’turned away with the
least discouragement. Strong aﬁle—bndied men, tramps, and
vagabonds will stand iﬁ line for days, or have thelr hard—-
luek story told, but the poor and honest Widow?taps‘#ery

genfly at our door, and goes away at once if she is not

recelived.
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But some will say, Surely riches aild a man 1in the

injoyment of the good things of this 1ife. Ask thoge who
have had,riches if this be so. ﬁllienjoyment of present
good is directly in proportion to the good that is satis-
fied. This 4s a law that refuses absolutely tobehdlidroyield
to man's condition. Thig is the law that gives the poor
laborer the same enjoyment from hils crust fhat the rich |
man gets from a sumptuous banquet. Thls 1s the law that.
gives the blind child a relish so keen for the few lmpreg-
sions that reach his darkened soul by sound and touch,that
he gets as great pleasure from'theeelas any child with
sight car gain from a world ofllight This is the law thet
gives the poor cnild & greater Jjoy from a striped stick of
candy or a battered toy than the sons of the rich get from

all their carts and ponies and costly machinee. This is_the
law that made Lazerue' crlmbs a greater comfort to him than
ell the rich man's suﬁptuoue fare. Let him who 1s so fool- *
ish as to think he can, try to set it aside.

Another requisite to the enjoyment of present good
is gratitude for the goo& recelived. If there be any other
sauce that adds more %o the taste of food than hunger 1%
is & thankful heart. Lazarus had a thankful heart and it
made hls crumbs taste good. This, like the cher,lls too
often found wanting in those who have great worldly pos-
seseions. | 7

Another hope of those who desire 1o be rich is that

they will escape the toll and drudgery of life. Toil is

AR




hard old school master. His face 1s rugged and hard, his
ppeech is harsh, and his manner gruff and unsympathetic.
But his hand 1s always hardest on the backs of those why

try to run away from him. And go where they will, he is

‘sure to Find them. In every walk of 1ife you are bound to

meet him. At every Jjob he is the foreman. Like the youth
in Hawthorne's story you find that he is at the head of
the hay-makers in the meadow, foreman of the cappehter's
that are erecting the beautiful building, the gruff comss
mander of the army, and the chief fiddler at the dance.
Thosewho try to hide from him find that he has been keep-
ing pace with them all the way they ran, and when they
ére_forced to surrender to him, find that hig harchest
speech and severest manner is saved up for those who try

to run away. But when you learn to put your hand in his

-and walk with him in trusteﬁ confidence, you find all

his gruff manner and hard speech gone. Those who know‘
him best count thelr best and truest friend

‘But ask any rich man if hig money has kept him from
toll. Ask him if he has had sany morg hours for leisure,
or play than he.did when he was a.paor man.

Most of 211 men depend on riches as a shelter from the
"arrows and slings of outrageous fortﬁne.m Fear, elther.

of poverty or sone other evil, more than any other thing,

-drives men on in the mad persuit of wealth.

Why 1s 1t that men are s0 anxious to escape from all

the 111 winds of foriune?® Every man who has succeeded in




/379
the larger sense.points-to some hard experience that serv-
ed as & step@ing—étone to his present place. Dramatist
and poéts know there is no theme so beutiful as a suffer-
ing hero! No' man who knows the laws of drama would try to
write é story:of a rich man,“Who was clothed in purpie
and fine linen, and fafedlsumptuously every day.® If he
did no one would ever read it. Such a man might play a
minor part in the 1ife of a hero who was poor or friend-
less. But.the poor actor would always.havé the épot—light
thrown on hlm. When Oliver Twilst,.$aunt and hungry, holds
out his little empty bowl and says, “Piease,ﬁir, I want’
some more," his cry grips the_héart of the world. When
1ittle Jean comes hobbling in out of the snow, after he

had given one of his wooden shoes to a bare-foot child in

- the street, how anxlom&ly we watch as he places the other
1ittle ‘shoe in the fire-place. Then we hold our breat till
‘we know what Santa Claus brought him. When 1ittle Nellow

returns the'purse of the rich old burgher, Baas Cogez,
who wanfs to know anythlng about Baas Gbgez? The'heart of
of the whole world is tufned to the 1little boy who wonders
away in the gnow. In God's gréat garden the most beauti-
ful flowers are thos watered with tears.

When God wénts to make a strong tree he doesn't-plant
1t in a hot house. Where 1s there a man with soul sgo dead.

that he can loock on a great tree and not have hls heart

- thrilled? But did it become great by being sheltered from

the heat of the sun; the cold winds of winter, and the

fury of the storm?® &h no! The suﬁ of many a lorng summer
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‘day has poured its heat on 1ts crown, the iey winds of

winter have lashed its bare branches, and the storny
winds have rocked it ba &k and forth till its roots sank
deep into the soil. This is the way it became a great |
tree.

If suffering 1s so good for us whe are we so afrmid

of it? God cannot bulld strong character in the heart

- and, at the same time, shelter it from all the 11l winds

that blow. "Into each heart some sorrow must come and
into each life soﬁe rain must fall.™ If it did not the
sunny days themselves would grow too long, and our hearts
would pine under thé very smileg of prosperity.

But are riches a shelter from the ills of thils
life? If there ever was & house built oh the sand it is
the rich man's hope that his money will shelter him from
the 111 winds of fortune. Here ls a rope of sand that
snaps at the first supge of the breakers. In my short
1ife time I have geen the storms of adwrgiiy beat upe
on the bare heads of the poor. I have been in the poar
man‘é cottage when gaunt hunger stzlked very near the
doo;. I havw sesn the sight that is said to have thrill-
ed the gods, "A good man struggling against adversity
ahd rising superior to 1t." But, except in the case of
ghe wicked, I have never seen a poor man's sorrow thaﬁ
did not have some healing balm in in it. In every meas -
ure of tears there 1s sweetness at the bottom of the

cup. I can say with thankfulness i have drunk of the
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cup myself. In early childhood I was robbed of a fahter's
~ tender love and care by one of the sorest afflictions
 that ever féll_on a strong man's body. I was thus con-
fronted with tﬂe moral leadership, and to some e=mbent,
the financial support;.of several younger brothérs amd
~slsters before I was old encugh to put awey my childinxd
toys. Since coming to manhood's estate my lot has been
rore pleasant, but even here I have had none of thé-ai-
vgntages of wealth. I have had.ﬁhe hard struggle of keep-
ing the wold from the door with a famlly of eight child-
ren. All the storms of 1life have caught me bareheaded;
The only protection I have had from the winds of 1ll
fortune are the wings of the Almighty. But I have’ known
sorrows come upon the houses of the rich in my own city
thiat made all the troublesg of my life seen like an April
shower?¥
"He that is dowh, heeds fear no fall,

He that ig low,no pride,

He that ie humble, ever shall

Have God to be his guide.®™

There is only one harbor that will shelfter your
frail bark from the fury of the storm. When the waves
run high and theltémpests beat upon.you,‘there ls only
safe have to which you can stéer your little ship. On
the high seas of time, so common for their tempests,
there 1is bat one laﬂd—locked harbor. That is the FAVOR
OF GOD. It was this that carried Moses safely across
the "desert and preservéd his life in Mlddan. It was thié
that keﬁt David when he fled like a partridge from angry

Saul. It was thles that preserved Lazarus when he ate the
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cold hard crumbe that fell from the rich man's table.
iﬁ will preserve your soul in the deepest adversity,

it will shelter your head in the most violent storm,

it will comfort your heart in sunshine and shadow, and

it will follow vour children's children to the fourth |

generation.




