THE NEW COMMANDMENT.

"A new commandment I guve unto you, That ye love
one another.” iohn 13: 34.

thewe words were spoken by our Lord on the last
night of His life on earth, or the night hefofé. The lust
words of'any one we graatly'10Ve have a peculiar value.
We hald the last words of our dying friends very dear
and precious, even when spoken al random. Bul when some
one we greatly lon, howing his last hour h&s come, brings
usg a meséage of deep thought und loving care, we fLreasure
it beyond any price. 3uch were ithegse, the last words of
the greatest sriend man ever had. When He, coming to the
last night of his life on earth, and fullocof anxious care
for those He loved, could think of no better coumsel to
leave them than this, "hat ye love one another.

Kagawsg, the great Japanese prescher, haus written g
book, "Love the Law of Lifa,“'in which he endeavors to
ghow tﬁat love ig the supreme law of all life. He says
that a perfect love is the goasl to which &1l life tends.

We know thut every species 0f life having any at-
_tachement even remotely resembling love is blessed by it.
Even the lowliest creatures thut huve learned to live
together in peuce, 10 defend each other, to shure with
each other live & richer and fuller life by this fellow-
‘ship. vhat grest groBP of intelligent animsls known &s
the social group stand next to man in the creation. Une

day when we liéved in the country our little girl went
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5ut to play in the woods near the house, bul she was

only gone & few minutes when she came hurrying back.
When her mother asked her why she did not stay longer she
said there was & bigh"erowd" of cows down in the woods
gand she was afraid.'céws domgo in "crdwde". They have
learned to live peaceably together; %0 shure with each
other in times of want, to defend each other in times

of danger.

It is gaid that wild horses, when sbout to be at-
tacked by a gavage cat or bear, form & c¢ircle with heels
tarned to the enemy, after putting s8ll the weaker members
insidé the cirle. Laturalist say that no unimal is savage
enough to attack such a formation. When L wag a small bpy
gome cruel nighbor turned an old usékess horse out to muke
his own way or starve. He was & pitiful looking sight, hisg
ribs and hip-bones were almost ag visible wg in neuked
skeleton. The old horse came up to our lot where we were
feeding our own stock. When we gave Our horese some fodder
hé took a bundle and dropped it over the ferce and called

the starving horse to come and get it. Such loyalty and

devotion can only fill our hesrts with sdmiration for this-

noble animal. Is it any wonder that naturslist place the
horse next t9o man as the hoblest animual?

Every man who has ever studied beavers hus been
thrilled with the loyalty and devotion this 1little
animal shows for his lodge. Yhe beuversg devotion to

his own kind puts that of men to shame. Surely the

. beaver enjoys & richer and fuller life by this instinct.
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born and it follows you to the end of your life.

The love of & good father and mother is the only
earthiy possession we have that we can't 1035. You ecan
lose your nsme, you can lose your mind, you can lose
your wif& or husband, you can lose your health, you
can lose your life, you can loge your honodor, you cun

lose your religion. But you can't lose the love of &

~Pathers and mothere ecpedt no return for their love
and often get very little. éome one found an ancient
Negro ufishing on the Alsbama river. He was ninety yeurs
old and fishing for a living. They ssked him if he did not
have sny ohildren. He ssid, Yed, he had fifteem children.
When they expressed surprise that one so 0old, with fifteen
children, should have to work for a living, he.s&id,
"Yes, boss, one papa can take care of fifteen children,
but fifteen éhildren can't teke care of one papa." Yet,
we hesr no complaint from devoted fathers and mothers.
They go on loging their chilren as if loving a little

child were the greatest happiness that can come %o one

The love of parente for & 1little child has #one
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good father and mother.
here. Perhaps it is.
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gomething fine and noble for the race. 1t his been a
mighty force in drawing men from barbarism to en-
lightened soecisl living. It has made herces and h@foines
out of men and women who would, without it, have been

only triflerg. 1t has kept the fires of hope and joy
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burning in hearts that wowld heve withered and died without
it.

The next oldest love in humen life is racial love.
Bécial love and loyalty springs from parental 1love. A
high recial love snd’loyslty is & distinguishing mark
for any people. It varies widely in differnt races, bul
it generally beazrs & direct ratio to the love of the rsce
for its children. Where one is strong the other is too,
aﬁd vice versa. A year or two ago 1 saw & picture that
left a strong impression on me., The setting of the pic-
ture was india. The villian of the play was un indian
- rajah, a man steeped in every kind of intrigue and wicked-
ness., He & British fort surrounded and‘the Bnglish at his
mercy. A British officer went to his tent under & flag of
truce to arrange terms 0f surrender. The old rajah wus
haughty, arrogant, cruel. The only terms he would accept
was an unconditionsl surrender. The puarting challenge of
the British officer was the thing you could not forget.
"Before you strike & gingle head in that fort, remember,
&om'are striking the whols British Empire." That is racisl
' loyalty that thrills you with its greatness. Only & few
raceg possess it.

| When mﬁssolini started on his campuign in Ethiopia
men who knew most about the country said he could never
conguer it. Yhey did not deny that ltalisn arms and Ital-
ian discipline were fur superiom to the natives. But they
gaid Ethiopia had advantages in their distance from Ital-

ian shores, in their harsh climate, and in their rough




mountaln fastnesses that more than compensated for these
dlsadv&ntages. But Mugeolini's army went to adis Ababa
in a few short months. The world wondered how he did it.
Ifen who know most gbout say it wes not all due to the
superiority of Italisn arms. They say he bought his way
to voctory largely. Meny tribessof Ethiopia sold thelr
country t0 the invader for litalian gold. 1t has always
‘been the failing of primitive people. They cannot under-
gtand & raeisl loyalty like thuat which binds the white
mun t90 his own people.

But Jesus is peaking of a grester love than this.

He is peaking of a love thet knows no'rucial bharriers,
‘yet is stronger than any racisl love. He is speaking of

a love thut Xnows no social.lines, no geographical bounds,
no limits of time or spece. He is speaking of & love that
ig pure and unselfish. But isn’t the love for our children
and our race pure and unselfiah. Ho.

When you see the whole Britigh Empire demanding
justice for one poor unkinown subject you are thriled
with its greatness, It is hard to believe that such a
love can be greedy,ruthless, wicked. But when you see
British afms over-ranning whole nations of helpless
people, held together by Jjust guch & loyalty you know
then it isnot unselfish. It was racisal loyalty that held
the ltalian army together while they butchered the poor
blacks. Was this undelfish? If you follow the histdry

of Roman snd British imperislism you will see whuat a
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fiendish thing rscial love can be.

Even a father's and mother's love is not unselfish.
Wnen you see a father and mother struggling againgt great
odds to give their children a better education & more
full and richer life than they had, when you gsee them
- pouring out their own lives to sedd & boy or girl to
Gollege,'it is hard to bhelieve that such a lowe can be
gelfish, wicked, and ocruel. But when you see thut same
father and mother, grown rich and powertul, building
gocisl barrierg ground their children that others can
not eross, when you see them leaving their children, not
only their earthly gainsg, which are not always rightyy
theirs, but social advantages and political privileges
that rightly belong to all, you see what & selfish thing
guch a lome: cun be.

Would you expect a man to volunturily surrender an
édvangage he had guined that he could pass on 19 his
children? You would heardly expéct it where hesthen idesals
and pagun customs prevail. But you would expect it in a
CHRISTIAN 300 IETY. It would be done if men &and women had
FHIS LOVE. B S

Would you expeci & ruce o surrender advaniages it
nad gained, lands it did not need, minerazls that were
lying untouched in the ground, natural resources that
weaker races sorely neeled? You hardly expect to see it
done. But it would be done in & CHRISTIAN WORLD. \

Civilizetion has reached such & stagd theat & love
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like thig is our only hope. It ig the only thing that will
quéll the cry of narrow gelfish nationalism. it 1is the
only force that will brigge the mighty cchasme thatl have
grown up between the differnt classes 0s soclety. 1t 1s
the only hope of universal peace. When s love like this
rulss, and not Till then:

"will ﬁhe war-~drums throb no 1oﬁgar,‘an& the
battié-flags e furled.

In the parlisment of men, the federation of the

workd."




