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THE SLOTHFUL SERVANT .
Matthew 25114-30.

"For the kingdom of heaven is as & man traveling into a
far country, who called nis own servanﬁs, and delivered unto
then his'goodé.Hf These were very precious goods. There are
no earthly values worthy of comparieon with thege pricelesé
possessions. What confidence the Lord expresseé to place in
our hands such wonderful vélues! Where is there an earthiy
prince thet would trust his most ftried and faithlul counsei-
or with sucdch power as the Creator gave to Voltaire and Lord
byron® if an earthly prince ghould bestow upon his most faith-

- ful folloﬁer a small sstete of land he would consider that he

| had a just caﬁse to hang him, if he found him giving refuge to.

| an enemy, or using the income of the estate to support a forQ

iegn foe. Suech a man would have no claim to mercy if an arme&
force of his lord's enemies were found in his house. IT he

should conceal sueh a Torce and turn them loose at night to

prey upon hils lord's goods how great would be his treachery

in the eyes of &ll men. If such a traitor were taken in his
treason it is doubtful 1f he could find in all the world an
advocate to plead hls cause. But what ig the value of the greéﬁest
‘gstate in all the world to the prlceless talénts GFod has |
placed in our hands® -

If it ©De treason to use our patronls goods to des=
troy his government of his peoplé; how much greater crime .

it 1s to usge the precious talents God haé-given us againet
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Him? We have no patience with a dog that bites the hand.thgt
feeds 1t. Treason agalinst a kind benefactor has always been
considered the basest crime that man could commit. it is said

the Benedict Arnold's sisters used to wrap a shawl about ther

faces when & nelighbor passed the house where they lived, in

ghame for their brother's treachery. Perhaps men could have

mére easily fdrgiven Arnold's crime 1f it had not been for
the trust Washington had reposed in him. Even a traitor's
cfime can be aggravated by the.faith he has broken. When
those men and women who have used the precious talents God
has given them to destroy His kingdom and His peopike, stand
face to Tace with thelr Great Benefactor, and read in His
noble countenance the trust and confidence they have betray-
ed, now great will be their shame and confusion!

"Then he that had received the five talents went and
traded with the sane, andrmade them other five talents. And
1ikéwise he that had received two, he also gained other two."
There 1s nothing spectacular in the lives of these two men.
As much as we would like to do it we ean find no marvelous"
accomplishmen in their lives. There is nothlng to_indicate
that eitherof them was hailed by the world as a prodigy.
Perheps they were just plain common folks, with no honwrs
ecept among a small circle of intimate friends. But this ore
thing marked thelr lives, they were faithful to a trust.

They aeccepted His bounty with gratitude and.used'it to furtik-
er His noble cause.
| Ko doubt their contribution often locked small to them.

They were often discouraged by the pitifully small anmount
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they were éble to do for His cause. Galins come slow when we
gain only two talents or five talents in a life time. Bﬁt
It was not eh amcunt of gainé that counted with their Lord.
It was the men themselves thier Lord was intérested in; God
-cared a'great deal more for the man than ne aid for the gaims.
If we congider the infinite palns God gakes to build a greét
life He must think this the greétest work He ever undertook.
"But he that had received on, went and digged in the
earth and hid his lord's money.W His_care in hiding it shows
that he had some sende of 1ts priceless value. Ignorant as
he was,’he knew that thls estate must be rendered back to
God who gave it. Though he would put i1t to no use he dread»'
ed the 1oés of the treassure ag if it had been his very life.
"After a long time the lord of those servants cbmeth,
and redkoneth with them. What a day to a life of wasted op-
poftunities! Whnat a day this will be for the traitor and thke
slothful servant!
mLord, thou deliveredst unto me five ftalents: behold,
I have gained beside them five talents more." There is no
boasting in this, for he had done no more than his duty.
It was a plainiéendering of an honest account. It is only
the generogity of the Lord that fills oﬁr heart with joy.
WWell done, thou good and faithful servant; thou has been
faithful over a few things,I will make thee ruler over
.many tnings! enter thou into the joy of thy lord." How this
‘refutes the charge of the slothful serwant that his-lord

was a hard man! Tell ne, does this sound like & hard and
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griping mester? ﬁont only the original loasn, but all.
.the-increase is made sure to the servant forever. But even
thig ie not encugh for a Lord like that. No, he must 1n-
vite him into a large share of the riches, the eternal
riches of His own kingdom.

"Lord, I knew thee, that thou art an hard man, reap-
ing where thou heset not sown, and gathering where thou
hast not strawed." Did he know hies lord?® About as well as
aﬂ 0ld stray sheep knows the shepherd. He steys over in
the back side of the pasture, and will not come when he
is cailed. "¥es, I know thet man,! says the wafward sheep,
"He &nly wante to shear me and sell my wool, and when he
gets me fet he will skin me and sell my hide. " And all
the time his ribe and hip bones are almost sticking through
his skin, and his back'so full of sores thet woolrwill not
grow on it . The shepherd wantsg to feed him, anoint hils
soreg, and shelter him from the wolves and coyotee, but he
will not truset him. And he thinks hé knows the shepherd!

“mnd.l wae afraid, and went, and hid thy talent in
the eart; lo, thou hast thet is thine." Afraid of what?
Afraid to spend his lord's money lest he leose 1t? That was
the thing he needed to fear the least. His lord had pfo-
vided the soundest safeguards for hlg money that could be

had vefore he gave it to him.
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The Lord 1oves.venturesome men.and women. He loves
prodigious spenders. He commends the man who, finding a
greet treasure hid in a figéld, went and sold all that he
had and bought that field. He loves the man, who , find-
ing a pearl that wag better than all other pesarls, lald
out all the he had on the one Jjewel.

He loves & shepherd lad who takes gix smooth stones
and goes forth to meet a gisnt. Do you think he-was risk-
ling too much? It was a very preclous life he was putting
in Jeopardy. Wnat if the stone should miss 1ts mark? What
if the string should break? But David's trust was not in
tﬂe sling or the stone. It was in the God of battles!

The Lord loves a maiden who 1is willing to leave her
father and mother, her native land, and her gods, to go
with a poor old woman into a land of strangers. What if
the motherw;nwlaw should sell her for a slave when she
resched her own home% Or suprose she should dle and leave
ﬁer aione among strangers? Do you.think she took to much
rigk? She wees trusting in Maoml's God!l

Even a harlot found grace with God because she was
willing to truet her 1ife, her family, &nd her soul to
the God of Abrahsm, Iszac, and Jacob.

But He wants wise spenders. He wonts men and women
who are willing to lay out every penny they'bossess. But
you must buy sound sgsecurities with your money if you would
enjoy its fritts. How shall we know which securitieé to

buy T Here in this land of Vanity Ferr so many things are
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offered for sale BSo nany voices gre celling to us to

buy of theilr wares. Silver Demas calle for us to come

and @#ilg for treassure in his mone. Mr. Worldly-wlse-man
wants us to settle in the tow of Carnal Policy. Mr. Byends
wante to convert us to hls religion. Among so meny voices
how shall we know which to follow?

When they csll to you to take this way or that, look
8nd‘§ee if it 1g merked with the footprints of the Son of
God¥ If 1t is you ceh steke all that you heve and your very
1tfe on that way. Thne mark of the bamk of hesven is 2 wooden
cross with blood stalns on the border. All securitties
merked 1n this way are good. All others are wild cat stocks.

Do not buy those!




