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THE TRANSFIGURATION.

_ Luke 9:28-36. |

I would not try to explain the mystery of Christ's
ffansfiguration. A1l we can do 1s to give The dlscription
of thet glorious event a&s seen by eye-wltnesses. His gar»j
ments-—and they were coarse and plain--so coarge and hard
that the poorest lsborer in our day ﬁould probably bé hu-
milisted to wesr them. But in that moment they becsme white
and dazzling as the sun. Hig faqe;-a face thet had often
been wet with tears, a face that ﬁad known gorrow and was
aequainté@_with grief. A face strong enough to bear the

sorrows of the whole world, but not too grave to lighten

| up a2t the mirth of a little cehild. & very human face 1t was.

But in that moment af glory 1$Esh$hed31ike‘the‘sun. IT you

“asked Peter, James, and John to explaln thie great mystery,

to gilve you a theory that would enable yoﬁ to understand
‘the phenomenon, of course they could not have done 1t. All
they could do was to teil yéu what they saw and heard. Bug
its beauty and wonder fplléwéd thege men to_the end of their
iives. Men might say thet the things they had seen were im-.
poscible,that tThe whole.vision was unsclentiflc and luprac-
ticle. But such arguements would have made but little im-
pression on thelr hearts.

" But couldn%t we ssy this, in explanation of the mys-
tery. Couldn't ﬁe ssy that here, on this 1onelylmounta1n
top, far from the strife and discord of human-life.the two
great realus of lifé,met;lThat_here the great realm of

the spiritual 1ife met with the physical end the two be-




- life is very real. We see it, we feel it, we hear it, we

'taste 1t. Its ugliness Jarrs on our senses, its beauty .

)&

céme blended 1into one harmonlious whole. For a short time

here the 1ife of Jesus of Nazersth became so deeply spirit-
ualized that it broke through his mortsl and physical gar-
ments and dazzled the eyes of men with 1ts besuty.

We know there are two greet realms of life, the physica
and the épiritual. Some say there are three, the physical,
the mental, and the spiritusl. The eﬁblem of the Y.H.C.A.
is 2 triaﬁéle-With these three words on the border, BODAY,
MIND,SPIRIT. This emblem tells us that this great organiz-
ation tisidedicsted to ministering to'zevery realm of human‘
life. But could not what we know as the mental reslm of life
be & combination of the other two? In the reinbow we see
geven besutiful colors. But en a closer agnalysis of the
gpectrum we find there are only three. Four of the colors
we see wlth the eye are mere comblnations of these three
primary colorg of light. When we learn more of the sclence
of human life we may find that the mental is only a combi-
nationr of the physical and gpiritusl.

But we know there are two great reslms of 1life, the
rhysical and the spirifual. The physical realm of life
lies all about us. It beits agalinst our natural senses. .
Its existence cennot be ignored or denled, excépt by a -
system of reasoning that, to most of us, seems fantastical
and unreal. Some systems of phllosophy like Brhamanlism
and Christlan Sclence seem to deny the existence of the

physicel realm of 1life. But to most of us the physlegl




thrille us with delight. Its discord and clamor beat

loudly. agasinst our ears, its harmony and rhythm fills our

hearts with gong. Part of it pleases us, part of it angers
ugs It gives us paln or it gives us plesasure. But we cah-
not deny its existence. Whether it gives us pain or pleas-
ure %t ie very real.

The epiritual realm of 1life is juét as resl as the
physicel. But it is much emsier to shut 1t out. It is
Just as réal to those who have eyes 1o see and ears to
neares the physiecel. It beats agalnst our spifitua; senses -
es strongly as the other does our natumal oneéilt demands
& hearing, 1t thﬁﬁders a)warning in our spiritual ears;
it whilspers sweet promises to our splritual senses. But
if.we choose to do so we can close theggesensges and go
all our 1ife as ignorant of the spiritual 1ife ae if 1t
did not ewist. How often Jesus bemoaned this deadnes of
men'ts spiritual percﬁptions. Helseemed_more concerned |
ovef the spirituel deadﬁess of men at times'than He did
over their wickedness. "These men have eyes, but they can-
not see, they have ears, bu; they cannot hear.W

It scatters beauty and fragrance all along life's
pathway but we know it not. We are like a blind man walk-
ing through & beautiful rose gar&en. We are even more dead
to the beauties of the spiritual reslm of 1ife than the
blind man is to the beauties of the roée garden. -The blind
man would have his other senses alive. He would catch the

fragrance of the roses. He might even form some ldea of

“their matchless beauty by feeling of their velvet petals,
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by prescing the tender buds to his cheek anﬁ lips. In this
way, though denied the joy of gight, he might drink in

gsome of the matchless beauties of the rose garden. But the
men with a1l his gplritusl senses dead might march through
2ll thherway through the rose gerden of épiritu&l life and
never know it wes there. He might even derv its existence,
when & man at his side, gloriously senstbléecof its gragrance
-anﬁ beauty, tried to make him see and feel its beauty.

A men wno geoes through 1ife with his spiritusl senses
closed is cheating only hnimself. He may be so blind as to
deny all.existence of a spiritusal real@ of 1life. But he can
no more rob others of 1ts Joys and beautles than & man with
dull ears cen rob a grest musiélan of the glorious strains
of a great melody. He may ask for material evidence of the
spiritual reslm of 1life, but Tals cennot be given him._All
the material evidence of human life that soientists;have
ever been able to anyllze 1s worth one dollar ninety-eight
cente on the merket. A big stropping hobo might be worth
two twenty~-five, but it would strein some of us small fel-
lows te be worth one seventy-five. We can flnd no material
evidence of an lmmortal soul. Neither.can we find any ma-
terial evidence of thought or memory or lbve-or hate. But
we know they are there. The evidence of these hidden.
mysteries of life cannot be seen, felt, or welghed by
any material standards. But they are far mightief forces
than any that can.

If we accept nothing but materlal evidence there'is

no difference ir the 1life of the laziest hobo and that of
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a greﬁt statesmén. By pmrely physlcal standards the 1ife
of the lazlest hobo 1n our land mlight be greater than that
of Oliver Cromwell. There is nothing material to account
for the amazing intellect of an Edison or an Einstelin. What
power was 1t that thrilled men at the volce and megnetic
personality of Bam Jones¥® What forece was 1t tnat drew the

hearts of millicns to Will Rogers? It was a force far abowe

‘the physical reslm of 1life. All the‘great decds of men are

evidence of a great spiritual realm of life.

No men ever sew as much in men ‘and women as Jesus
gaw. No man ever had such a convictlon of human greaness.
He ssw more in the poor ragged beggar than we see in lords,
princes and kings He did not deceive Himsgelf or others.
He did not pretend that men are better than they are, He
made no maudlin excuses for tneir sins or weaknesses. But
pogslibilities He saw in men and women were truly amazing.'
It was because He saw so vividly the spiritual redlm of life
that ‘He saw such boundless posaibilities 1f frall humén

lives. He saw the hidden powers of human lives,and these

| are far more powerful than the visible.

But He was no dresmer of fancies. He had no deslre to

live in a spirit world away from all the infirmities of the

physicel life. No man ever lived on thls earth that made
nimself any more a part of the common life of mea. He did
not ignore the ugly facts of physical life. He did not scoff
at humen paln or suffering, or tell them that a few magic
words repesated in & certaiﬁ vein would mske them forget.

He dla not tell men thelr hunger wa s only imagination and-
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"~ thelr sufferingé a mental delusion. He fed then when they

were hungry, He healed them when they sick. And when He

.eould not relleve all thelr sorrows He wept with them. He

wag & part of all life around him and never shunned its
pain or ugliﬁess.

When the disclples found themselves lifted bodlly inte
the greet spirltual realm of life they wanted to stay there
forever. This was only humsn. It was paradise where they
were. Down below there was éickness, palin, sorrow, hunger,
and death. Down below there was strife and diécord, gcorn
and hate. Why go baek to such a place when you could live
in an eternal redlm of light and love? The fact that Jesue
refused thelr requegt shows the stfongest aend noblest heart
that‘ever lived. It took poise, it took cQurage, it took
a love stronger thanldeath to turn His back on that eternal
realm of light and come back to comfort poor sorrowing.men

and women.




